
GROUPS:  MEDICARE IS EYEING A “SIGNIFICANT SETBACK” IN 
CARE FOR TWO MILLION AMERICAN AMPUTEES 
 
“Return to 1970s Standard of Care”: Proposed Cost-Cutting Move Would Severely Limit 
Availability of Appropriate and Medically Necessary Prosthetic Care for Amputees. 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – August 19, 2015 -- Proposed changes to Medicare’s reimbursement for 
lower limb prosthetic care would create unreasonable and clinically unjustified hurdles to 
amputees receiving care that is now routinely provided, according to a warning issued today by 
the Amputees Coalition and the American Orthotic and Prosthetic Association (AOPA). The 
proposed changes in amputee care not only would have a devastating impact on Medicare 
amputee beneficiaries, but on all of the two million amputees in the U.S., since commercial 
health insurance payers tend to follow the lead of Medicare on such matters.  
 
According to the Amputee Coalition there are roughly two million persons in the U.S. living with 
limb loss, and there are approximately 185,000 new amputees each year.  Medicare’s data for 
2009 showed over two million prosthetic services with a total expenditure of $655 million 
including new prosthetic feet for 36,600 Medicare beneficiaries.  The Medicare policy would 
extend on a de facto basis to an estimated 10 million prosthetic services per year when 
including all payer sources for two million amputees. 
 
Amputee Coalition President Susan Stout said:  “This proposal represents a significant 
setback for amputees in the United States.   It would mean that hundreds of thousands of 
Americans who now are active parents, grandparents, employees, and community 
volunteers would not be able to receive the most appropriate device for their needs at the 
most appropriate time.   The Amputee Coalition is working hard to ensure that amputees 
are able to reach their full potential and that two million Americans do not see their 
standard of care negatively impacted by this proposal.  Amputees must be able to 
continue to receive the most appropriate device for their needs.” 
 
AOPA President Charles Dankmeyer said:  “It is very difficult to imagine any other aspect of 
American healthcare where multiple millions of people would not be able to receive 
appropriate treatment and devices that can speed their return to the fullest and most 
active possible life.  Even worse, there is no medical or scientific justification for these 
unreasonable and inappropriate hurdles that would amount to a return to a 1970s 
standard of care.   No one is asking for more here; this is simply a situation where an 
appeal is being made to avoid forcing millions of Americans to suffer with much less in 
terms of the care readily available to them today.” 
 
Among the highlights of patient concerns with the proposed Medicare policy: 
 

 If you are an amputee using an assistive device such as a cane, crutch or walker, 
you will be limited to less functional prosthetic devices – even if you only use the 
assistive device briefly or for limited purposes, such as getting out of bed at night to 
go to the bathroom. If you have a higher functional level, Medicare will not pay for 
you to have a wheelchair. 

 

 You could be provided a less functional prosthesis or denied a device altogether just 
because you may not be able to attain the “appearance of a natural gait,” or if your 



medical record references certain health issues, including such common conditions 
as high blood pressure.  This would unfairly and needlessly knock hundreds of 
thousands of amputees out of consideration for the most appropriate prosthetic 
device for their needs. 

 

 The Medicare proposal redefines the rehabilitation process for amputees and forces 
new amputees to undergo rehab using out-of-date technology that they will not even 
use once they receive their permanent prosthetic device. This means that the rehab 
for amputees will be of less value than if it was carried out with the most appropriate 
prosthetic device for their needs, as is common practice today. 

 
A groundswell of opposition is growing against the proposed Medicare rule attack on the 
standard of care for America’s amputees.  More than 100,000 Americans have signed a “We the 
People” White House petition to rescind the Medicare proposal restricting access to prosthetic 
limbs.  The Amputee Coalition also has organized a social media campaign using the 
#notaluxury hashtag.  For more information, go to https://www.facebook.com/AmputeeUSA on 
Facebook and @AmputeesUSA on Twitter. 
 
ABOUT THE GROUPS 
 
Today, almost 2 million Americans have experienced amputations or were born with limb 
difference. Another 28 million people in our country are at risk for amputation. The Amputee 
Coalition is the nation’s leading organization on limb loss, dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
life for amputees and their families, improving patient care and preventing limb loss. With the 
generous support of the public, we are helping amputees live well with limb loss, raising 
awareness about limb loss prevention and ensuring amputees have a voice in matters affecting 
their ability to live full, thriving lives.  Visit us at www.amputee-coalition.org. 
 
The American Orthotic & Prosthetic Association is a national trade association committed to 
providing high quality, unprecedented business services and products to O&P professionals. 
Since our founding in 1917, we have worked diligently to establish ourselves as the voice for 
O&P businesses. Through government relations efforts, AOPA works to raise awareness of the 
profession and impact policies that affect the future of the O&P industry. AOPA membership 
consists of more than 2,000 O&P patient care facilities and suppliers that manufacture, 
distribute, design, fabricate, fit, and supervise the use of orthoses (orthopedic braces) and 
prostheses (artificial limbs). Membership in AOPA represents a professional milestone; it is 
recognition of leadership and achievement in the O&P community.  Visit us at www.aopanet.org.  
 
MEDIA CONTACTS:  Alex Frank, (703) 276-3264 or afrank@hastingsgroup.com; and Pat 
Mitchell, (703) 276-3266 or pmitchell@hastingsgroup.com; or Abra Hogarth 
ahogarth@amputee-coalition.org.    
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