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AOPA Headlines: 
 

The AOPA 2014 National Assembly Preliminary Program Is Here – Register Today! 

FDA Approves Pre-Market Notification for the DEKA Prosthetic ARM 

ABC to Conduct Practitioner Practice Analysis 

CFI Prosthetics Orthotics hosts First Swing Learn to Golf in Memphis 

Hit A Home Run with the Boston Coding & Billing Seminar! 

Donations Needed To Support Government Relations Outreach 

Participate in the 3rd Annual Technical Fabrication Contest 

Calling all Students and Residents—Gain National Recognition & Advance Your Career 

The Self Audit: A Useful Tool -- June Audio Conference 

Upcoming AOPA Events 

It’s Time to Participate in the 2014 AOPA Operating Performance Survey! 
 

You should have received a paper version of the survey in your 

mailbox, and you can also fill it out online at www.AOPA-survey.com.  
 
All participating AOPA member facilities will receive an individual, 
confidential Company Performance Report FREE that will compare your 
facility’s operating performance against other O&P facilities of a similar 
size and location. This individual company report, assessing the 
financial health of your facility, would cost several hundred dollars if 
prepared by your own consultant. The individual report is AOPA’s way 
of saying “thank you” for being a member and participating in the 
survey. 
 

You can purchase a copy of last year’s survey for $185 (for AOPA 
members, $325 for non-members) at our online bookstore. 
 
  

http://www.aopa-survey.com/
https://www.aopanetonline.org/store
https://www.aopanetonline.org/store
http://www.aopanet.org/
https://www.aopanetonline.org/store
https://www.aopanetonline.org/store


 

 

AOPA National Assembly 

September 4-7, 2014 ~ Las Vegas 

THE PRELIMINARY PROGRAM IS HERE – REGISTER TODAY! 
Don’t miss this incredible show as we combine the ENERGY of Las Vegas with the ENERGY of 
200 Exhibitors and the ENERGY of more than 2,300 attendees along with top-notch business 
and clinical experts to give you the dynamic 2014 AOPA National Assembly. 
 

CLICK HERE OR ON THE IMAGE TO ACCESS 
THE AOPA 2014 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
 

Why You Should Attend 
 Earn more than 32 CE credits   

 Learn in any of the five dedicated education 

tracks— providing you with the most relevant 

education for:  

o orthotists  

o prosthetists 

o  technicians  

o pedorthists 

o business managers   

 Scientific programs featuring extensive symposia 

on scoliosis, pediatric orthotics, microprocessor 

knees and more 

 Unprecedented business education featuring 

experts in O&P business management, 

documentation, healthcare reform & marketing   

 Networking and career advancement for 

practitioners and suppliers at all levels of 

experience—opportunities abound, from receptions 

to golf, to a happy hour reception to the wine 

auction and tasting   

 Fabulous shopping, entertainment, championship 

golf and unparalleled people watching—all of this on 

the Las Vegas Strip! 

 

No other city competes with the energy, atmosphere, and 
excitement of Las Vegas! It’s the place to be – We’ll see you 
there! 

http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/2014-Natl-Assembly-Prelim-Program.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/2014-Natl-Assembly-Prelim-Program.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/2014-Natl-Assembly-Prelim-Program.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/2014-Natl-Assembly-Prelim-Program.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/
https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/2014-Natl-Assembly-Prelim-Program.pdf


 

FDA Approves Pre-Market Notification for the DEKA Prosthetic ARM 
  

On May 9, 2014 the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved 
the 510(K) premarket notification for the DEKA Arm System, a 
myo-electric prosthetic arm system that has been developed by 
DEKA Integrated Solutions Company and funded primarily through 
a grant from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 

(DARPA).  The FDA reviewed the DEKA arm through its de novo classification process, a regulatory 
pathway for low to moderate risk medical devices that are considered to be innovative.  This 
process does not rely on information previously submitted for “predicate” devices as a means to 
evaluate new products but rather reviews the submitted product as a one of a kind device. 
 
According to the FDA, data from a Veteran’s Administration 4 site 
study that included 36 participants who used the DEKA arm to 
perform several activities of daily living (ADLs) was used in its 
review of the 510(K) notification.  This study showed that 90% of 
the participants reported that they were able to perform 
activities using the DEKA arm system that they were unable to 
perform with their existing prosthesis. 
 
FDA approval of the 510(K) pre-market notification clears the way 
for DEKA to manufacture and market its prosthetic arm to 
healthcare professionals and consumers.  DEKA has not 
announced when it intends to have the prosthesis available to 
the public. 
 

ABC to Conduct Practitioner Practice Analysis 
  

The American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics and Pedorthics, 
Inc. (ABC) is conducting an extensive survey of ABC orthotists and prosthetists 
to collect detailed information necessary to develop a new Practice Analysis of 
Certified Practitioners in the Disciplines of Orthotics and Prosthetic and the 
participation of all ABC certified practitioners is critical. 
 
Last published in 2007, the ABC Practice Analysis is a validation study focusing 
on providing a contemporary description of the tasks and responsibilities of the 
orthotic and prosthetic profession. The survey results will be used in the 

development of valid and reliable exams; to determine current trends and future directions in 
practice; to provide a framework for education, accreditation and residency programs and to 
convey to others outside our disciplines the scope of services provided by certified practitioners. 
 
It is critical that ABC obtain as many informed responses as possible in order to ensure the quality 
of the certification examination and to make sure it fully assesses the domains, tasks, knowledge 
and skills needed in the profession.  
 
The survey will be emailed to all ABC certified practitioners in mid-June. Data collection is the most 
critical step in developing any Practice Analysis and ABC encourages all of its certified orthotists and 
prosthetists to participate in this important survey. If ABC does not have your current email 
address, please send it as soon as possible to info@abcop.org.  

mailto:info@abcop.org


 

CFI Prosthetics Orthotics hosts First Swing Learn to Golf in Memphis 
  

CFI Prosthetics-Orthotics, a leader for generations in 
patient care in Memphis, hosted a First Swing Learn to 
Golf Clinic on Saturday, April 26 at Vantage Point Golf 
Center in Cordova, Tennessee with OPAF & The First 

Clinics.  The morning session was for area therapists, practitioners and golf teaching professionals 
interested in adaptive golf and recreation.  They were schooled in both equipment and techniques 
for golf instruction for those with physical challenges.  They were also offered the chance to face 
some of those same challenges, by hitting a golf ball from a seated position, with one hand, 
standing on one leg.  Over a dozen therapists were part of the morning instruction led by National 
Amputee Golf First Swing Instructor, Don Zommer and assisted by Vantage Point’s owner, Brittany 
Thompson.  Lunch was provided for both the therapists and the participants and then everyone 
went out to hit golf balls. 
 
The sky was blue, the smiles were huge and the 
laughter could be heard for miles! With 
therapists, participants, family and friends, there 
were more than 75 in attendance, including 
television coverage from three local stations. 
Gene McKee, a bilateral below the knee amputee 
and our most senior participant at age 92 showed 
the rest of the crowd how it was done.  Alex Jobe, 
one of our youngest players, along with her twin 
sister, Sasha, played both standing and from a 
wheelchair.  Feedback included: 

 
 “We loved it!  My daughter and I had an awesome time.  We 
will be coming to you on a  regular basis.  Thanks for having us” 
Pamela Curry, parent of Donneshia Seals. “Nice location and 
the instructors were helpful and nice”  said Donneshia. “My 
first time in two years to swing a golf club”  John Baker, 
participant. “Very, very helpful.  Exceeded my expectations.  
CFI is a fine family based company” Melvin White, participant. 
 
 
 

"Our experience exceeded expectations for this initial First Swing.  It was very rewarding to see so 
many amputees and individuals with other challenges outdoors enjoying a beautiful day. Everyone 
had fun while getting exercise and a shot of self confidence.  The morning PT education was very 
well received and I think we will definitely want to sponsor another First event," Ted Snell, CP, LP 
and CEO of CFI Prosthetics Orthotics. 

 

  

http://www.cfipando.com/
http://www.opafonline.org/


 

Hit A Home Run with the Boston Coding & Billing Seminar! 
  

Don’t miss the June 12-13 Coding & Billing 
Seminar in the heart of Boston! 

 

There is a reason why the AOPA Coding and Billing 
Seminar is ranked #1 by O&P Professionals!  
 
During the general session you will learn how to 
code complex devices, including repairs and 
adjustments, plus: 
 

 O&P Overview of Federal Agencies  

 Medical Policy Basics  

 Review of Medicare LCDs/Policy 
Articles  

 Specific guidelines on coding Lower 
Limb Prostheses, Spinal Orthoses & 
AFO/KAFO  

 Documentation  

 Claim Reviews  

 Internal Audits  

 Hot Topics, Utilization Data & Current 
Trends in O&P

 

AOPA experts provide the most up-to-date information to help O&P Practitioners and billing staff learn 
how to code complex devices, including repairs and adjustments, through interactive discussions with 
AOPA experts and your colleagues. Meant for both practitioners and office staff, this advanced two-day 
event will feature breakout sessions to ensure concentration on material appropriate to each group. 

 

Register today by clicking here!  
 

Donations Needed To Support Government Relations Outreach 
 

During the 2014 National Assembly in Las Vegas AOPA 
will be hosting the 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction. 
This exciting event provides attendees with a unique 
opportunity to mingle, network, learn about and taste a 
variety of wines, but most importantly raise awareness 

of and funds for AOPA's Government Relations outreach.  Let’s keep the tradition of success alive and 
make the 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction the best ever.   
 

Please join the fun, the "good cause" and add to the continued success of the Wine Tasting & Auction by 
donating today! Your special donations are what make this event unique and successful. Your 
attendance is what makes it fun!  Your donation may be one of the gems of your cellar, jewelry, 
artwork, wine glasses, a bottle of your favorite spirit, cigars, etc.  We also have a team of personal 
shoppers who can locate that perfect item for you if you would prefer to make a monetary donation.  

 

Please consider donating today!  The donation form is available here. 
 
Thank you in advance and we look forward to seeing you at the 2014 National Assembly and the 7th 
Annual Wine Tasting & Auction.  
 
Any questions about making a donation or the auction in general, contact Devon Bernard at 
dbernard@AOPAnet.org or (571) 431-0811. 

https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-mastering-medicare-las-vegas-nv/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction-donation/
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org


 

Participate in the 3rd Annual Technical Fabrication Contest 
 

This year’s contest is to fabricate a lower extremity Orthosis or 
Prosthesis that best reflects the entrant’s interpretation of “energy” 
as it applies to Prosthetics and Orthotics.  The projects submitted will 
be judged on ingenuity, design, finish and function.  All entries will 
require a statement that provides the contestant’s insights as to why 
they fabricated the specific design submitted.  Enter the contest here!  
 
 
 
 

 
en · er · gy noun, plural en·er·gies. The capacity for vigorous activity; available power; an adequate or 
abundant amount of such power; often, energies. a feeling of tension caused or seeming to be caused 
by an excess of such power; an exertion of such power; the habit of vigorous activity; vigor as a 
characteristic; 
 
One winner and one runner-up will be selected in each of the three categories: practitioner, technician 
and student.  All three categories will also be entered into the People’s Choice Award—where congress 
attendees will vote and select their favorite device. 

 First Place Winners receive a $500 Cash Prize 

 Runners up receive a $200 Cash Prize 

 The People’s Choice Award recipient will receive $300 
Special recognition in the form of a trophy and Press Release will be awarded to the school representing 
the winning students. 
 

Click here to go back to the top of the newsletter. 

 
  

https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-aopa-opta-technical-fabrication-contest/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-aopa-opta-technical-fabrication-contest/


 

Calling all Students and Residents—Gain National Recognition 
And Advance Your Career 

 
Enter to win one of two prestigious awards--The Student-Resident Poster award honors two meritorious 
scientific papers submitted for presentation as a poster at the 
AOPA National Assembly.  The purpose of these awards is to 
encourage students and residents to display outstanding 
posters at the AOPA National Assembly.  
The Otto and Lucille Becker Award will be presented for the 
best orthotic abstract submitted and the Edwin and Kathryn 
Arbogast Award for the best prosthetic abstract submitted by a 
qualifying student or resident.  
 

 The poster must be exhibited and presented at the AOPA National Assembly for the award 
recipient to receive the prize.  The winners of the two scientific poster awards will be published 
in the O&P Almanac.   

 The winners will receive a $500 cash award, registration to the show, coach-class airfare to the 
National Assembly and three nights hotel.  To qualify to present a poster in this category and 
eligible for consideration for this award, the main author must be a student (baccalaureate or 
master level) or a resident at a qualified patient care facility. 

 Abstracts will not be considered for either award if they have been previously presented, 
published, or are currently submitted with pending decision on acceptance elsewhere. 

 These awards have been made possible by a special endowment by Becker Orthopedic and 
WillowWood. 

 

Submit your abstract here 
 
 

 
 

 

https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-aopa-studentresident-poster-submissions/


 

The Self Audit: A Useful Tool 
June Audio Conference 

 

 
 

Audits are here and likely here to stay for quite some time. Why perform a self-audit? Government 
agencies are scrutinizing vast numbers of claims to reduce overpayments for healthcare services. To 
ensure your documentation can withstand the scrutiny of these audits, a self-audit will help you 
understand what the auditors are looking for, because they are required by policy and compliance 
for accuracy. Join AOPA on June 11th for an AOPAversity Mastering Medicare Audio Conference that 
will focus on audits and catching mistakes before they become problems. Other topics will include: 
 

 How to create an in-house or self audit 

 Where to start 

 How often should you do self audits  

 What type of audit works best 
 
The cost of participating is always just $99 for AOPA members ($199 for nonmembers) and any 
number of employees may listen on a given line.  Listeners can earn 1.5 continuing education credits 
by returning the provided quiz within 30 days and scoring at least 80%. 
 

Register online here! 
 
Contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0854 with content questions. 
 
Contact Betty Leppin at bleppin@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0876 with registration questions. 
 

Click here to go to the top of the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   
June 11  The Self Audit: A Useful Tool 
  Audio Conference  
  Learn more or register online here 
 
June 12-13 Mastering Medicare: 
  Coding & Billing Seminar 
  Boston, MA 
  Learn more or register online here 

 

Sept 4-7 AOPA 2014 National Assembly 
  Las Vegas, NV 
  Learn more here 

11 
 

http://bit.ly/aopa2014audio
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
mailto:bleppin@AOPAnet.org
http://www.aopanet.org/education/audio-conferences/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/coding-billing-seminar/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/


  

http://www.aopanet.org/education/distance-learnin

