
 

 
 

AOPA In Advance SmartBrief 
Breaking News 
July 1st, 2014 
 

AOPA Headlines: 
 

Jurisdiction D Publishes Results of 1st Quarter Pre-Payment Review for L5980 

AOPA Is Offering Two FREE Prior Authorization Webinars – Sign Up Today! 

Energy Level 36 – The American Board for Certification Approved 36 CE Credits for the 
2014 Assembly 

Read The June O&P Almanac Before The New July Issue is HERE! 

Ottobock & Orthocare Innovations Announce Partnership 

It’s Not Too Late to Exhibit in Las Vegas! 

Brianne Bergeron is the 2014 Dale Yasukawa Scholarship Winner 

Last Call – Donate and Attend the 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction 

The OIG: Who Are They & Why Are They Important -- July Webinar 

Upcoming AOPA Events 

 

Submit Video to AOPA’s Public Relations Campaign!

 

Last year many of AOPA’s supplier members and exhibitors 
generously shared video footage to help create the World Congress 
Opening Ceremony. This year AOPA is working to create a public 
relations campaign to promote the cost-effectiveness study funded by AOPA and commissioned by The 
Amputee Coalition.  The study proves that orthotics and prosthetics saves lives and money! 
(More info on the study can be found here.) 

 

If you have a video clip that you would like us to consider using as part of the campaign, please send the 
video or video link to Tina Moran at tmoran@aopanet.org.  We can accept any type of video file or a link 
to the location of the video such as YouTube or your website. Specifically we are looking for examples of 
patient care in action; how orthotics and prosthetics helps people achieve independence; and/or video 
clips showing people doing things that they would not be able to do without an O-P device. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xk11eqiIjwk&list=UU3xaO2PV9w-mULMjjJs0d6w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xk11eqiIjwk&list=UU3xaO2PV9w-mULMjjJs0d6w
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/January-2014-ED-Letter.pdf
mailto:tmoran@aopanet.org
http://www.aopanet.org/
mailto:tmoran@aopanet.org?subject=Submitting Video to AOPA's Public Relations Campaign


 

Jurisdiction D Publishes Results of 1st Quarter Pre-Payment Review for L5980 

 
Noridian Healthcare Solutions, who serves as the Jurisdiction D DME 
MAC has released the results of its 1st quarter 2014 pre-payment 
review for HCPCS code L5980 (All lower extremity prostheses, flex foot 
system).   

 
For the period of February through May 2014, a total of 39 claims were reviewed, 33 of which were 
denied for an overall error rate of 84%.  The main reasons for denial cited in the announcement were as 
follows: 
 

 Documentation does not support the functional level billed on the claim  
 Documentation did not support the beneficiary will reach or maintain a defined functional state 

within a reasonable period of time  
 No documentation was received in response to Additional Documentation Request (ADR) letter 
 Signature requirements were not met  

 
Based on the high error rate of 84%, Noridian announced that the pre-payment review for L5980. 
 
Questions regarding this issue may be directed to Joe McTernan at jmcternan@aopanet.org or Devon 
Bernard at dbernard@aopanet.org. 

 

AOPA Is Offering Two FREE Prior Authorization Webinars – Sign Up Today! 
 

Reserve your place in one of the FREE AOPA Prior Authorization Webinars and 
get the latest information on the Pros and Cons under the pending CMS 
Proposed Rule and how the proposal would need to change to have any prospect 
of being workable for O&P and our Medicare amputee patients. Find out what 
Prior Authorization means for prosthetic patients TODAY! 

 

Webinars are scheduled for July 8th and 22nd at 1:00 PM Eastern Time. The 
content of each session will be identical, so no need to attend both – select the 

date that is more convenient for you! There is no registration fee, however we ask that you sign-up to 
participate so you receive the agenda, call-in information, & background materials prior to the webinar. 
 

The GoToMeeting presentation sharing platform will allow you to view the speakers’ presentations on 
your computer, smartphone, or tablet, and you can call in with your telephone for audio (or use your 
computer’s microphone and speakers). Click here or below to RSVP!  
 

If you have questions, please contact us at (571) 431-0876 or 
scuster@AOPAnet.org. 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:jmcternan@aopanet.org
mailto:dbernard@aopanet.org
http://bit.ly/PriorAuthAOPA
mailto:scuster@AOPAnet.org
http://bit.ly/PriorAuthAOPA


 

Energy Level 36 – The American Board for Certification Approved 36 CE Credits 
At The AOPA 2014 Assembly 

 

Energy Level 36! The new education format featuring five 

distinct education tracks provides specific education and relevant CE 
credits over entirety of the Assembly for orthotists, prosthetists, 
pedorthists, technicians and business managers.  The new format 
allows for more organized Symposia on the most up-to-date topics. 
 
Orthotists and Prosthetists can earn up to 33 
Clinical CE credits and another 3-5 in the 

exhibit hall depending on their certifying board.  Pedorthists can earn 
up to 21 Scientific CE credits, another 12 Business credits and 3-5 
exhibit hall credits depending on their certifying board.  Technicians 
can also earn relevant scientific and business CE credits. 
 
Business managers will be pleased with the timely program featuring a 
full day of business certificate programming, topics on Regulations, 
Reimbursement and Research, Marketing, Revenue Growth, 
Documentation, Improving Business Processes and compliance and 
much more. 
 

Learn from MDs, PhDs, Wound Care Specialists, Attorneys, Research Scientists, Top-Notch 
Practitioners, AOPA staff and more. 

 
Quick Links:  
 Registration 

 Preliminary Program 

 Hotel Reservations 

 Questions? 

 

Experience the Energy! 
September 4-7 at the Mandalay Bay Resort in Las Vegas 

 

 

 
  

https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/
http://bit.ly/Assembly14Prelim
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/attend/#hotel
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/contact-us/
https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/?utm_source=


 

Read The June O&P Almanac Before The New July Issue is HERE! 

 
The June O&P Almanac is the largest issue this year! 

Coming in at 80 pages, revealing 4 featured stories, and the ever-popular Buyer’s Guide 
 
This month’s publication expanded on O&P profitability; successful 
O&P business owners and experts shared their “best practices” for 
reducing expenses and maximizing profits, offered strategies for 
decreasing non-revenue-producing activities, and ensured 
practitioner’s patient treatment within an optimal scope of practice. 
 
As a special spotlight, in ‘Ask the Expert’, the pros and cons of prior 
authorization were discussed, which will receive significant attention in 
next month’s magazine! 
 

Click here to Read the Reimbursement Page on Page 18! 
 
Look out next month -- AOPA is pleased to announce that starting 
with the July 2014 magazine, The O&P Almanac is launching a new 
and improved design! We are unveiling our flagship communication 
piece to our core readership by releasing the most up-to-date O&P 
business news, updates on the most current O&P legislative efforts, 
and recognizing the profession’s long history and nearly 100 year 
existence of the association. 
 

Ottobock & Orthocare Innovations Announce Partnership 
 

Orthocare Innovations and Ottobock announce that the two companies have partnered to bring 
unique, advanced prosthetic technologies to patients worldwide. Collaborative efforts have been 
underway, including comprehensive laboratory and patient testing, to prepare the first of these 
products for market. 
 
 
 

 
In 2013, the two organizations came together with the goal of accelerating the delivery of new 

technologies to the global prosthetics market. 
  
“Orthocare Innovations and Ottobock both have firm commitments to delivering measurable 
outcomes,” said Dr. Hans Dietl, Ottobock’s chief technology officer. “Pushing the boundaries of what 
people can accomplish is inspiring, and we are continuing our collaboration with future projects that 
expand human capabilities.” 
  
“We are excited to move our developments into the market and see the real-life benefits we believe 
they will provide,” said Doug McCormack, chairman and co-founder of Orthocare Innovations. “By 
working with Ottobock, we tap into its established, industry leading capabilities in supporting and 
distributing microprocessor-controlled devices. We are enthusiastic that our partnership will quickly and 
effectively achieve global market adoption and will accelerate acceptance and understanding of the 
power of these new technologies.” 

http://issuu.com/americanoandp/docs/june_2014_o_p_almanac/19?e=0
http://issuu.com/americanoandp/docs/june_2014_o_p_almanac/1
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/op-almanac-june-2014-reimbursement-page/


 

It’s Not Too Late to Exhibit in Las Vegas!  
 

It’s not too late to participate in the 2014 AOPA National Assembly! 

 

The National Assembly is the country’s oldest and largest 
meeting for the orthotics, prosthetics and pedorthics 
profession! If you are looking to introduce your products 
and services to an expanded group of decision makers—this 
is the meeting for you. 
 

WHY YOU SHOULD EXHIBIT 
 Unopposed hours- time devoted exclusively to exhibits 

and PPTs in the Exhibit Hall 

 Build your customer base and increase sales 

 Increase visibility for your company and/or organization in a targeted market 

 Speak to AOPA coding experts to learn what’s happening at CMS 

 Take advantage of education sessions to learn what’s happening with health care reform, Medicare, 
and other regulatory agencies that affect your bottom line 

 Take advantage of fun traffic building opportunities 

 Experience face-to-face time with existing customers to answer questions and build relationships 
 

 
 

Questions? Contact Kelly directly at 571/431-0852 or koneill@AOPAnet.org 
 

People in the News: Brianne Bergeron is the 2014 Dale Yasukawa Scholarship Winner 
 

 The Orthotic & Prosthetic Activities Foundation (OPAF) is 
pleased to announce the selection of Brianne Bergeron as the 
winner of the 2014 Dale Yasukawa Scholarship.  Brianne will 
graduate from Northwestern University O & P Center in March 
2015. 

 
“I have always believed I have a purpose, and as I have matured, I have learned 
that I have also been given a responsibility. Through athletics, I have learned 
perseverance and self-discipline. Through campus organizations, I have served, 
lead my peers, spoken publicly to large groups, and represented my 
universities. As I continue my education, I recognize that my responsibility is to 
use the blessings I've been given. Northwestern University has continued to 
shape me as a person and have challenged me to continue to grow, as a 
student but also as a servant” offered Bergeron. 
 
“We are very pleased with the selection of Brianne as the 2014 Dale Yasukawa 
Scholarship winner and believe that she will reflect the fine clinical work that 
has come to be recognized by all of our scholarship winners,” said Robin 
Burton, OPAF Executive Director. 

mailto:koneill@AOPAnet.org


 

Last Call – Donate and Attend the 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction 
 

Join the fun, the "good cause" and add to the continued 
success of the Wine Tasting & Auction by donating 
something special today!  So, please take a look in your 
wine cellar for that special bottle or bottles of wine, 
which may be collecting dust, to consider as a donation 
for the 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction. 

 
Don't want to part with your wine? We welcome other items of interest, such as jewelry, wine glasses, 
artwork, cigars, other spirits, etc. You may also make a monetary contribution (from a personal or 
business account) and one of our personal shoppers will make a wine purchase on your behalf, and our 
shoppers do take suggestions 

 

Please consider donating today!  The donation form is available here. 
 

Thomas Jefferson said: "Good wine is a necessity of life for me." and you are a necessity for this event. 
We cannot make it happen without your help!  This exciting event provides attendees with a unique 
opportunity to mingle, network, learn about and taste a variety of wines, but most importantly raise 
awareness of and funds for AOPA's Government Relations outreach.   
  

Why Attend the 2014 Wine Tasting & Auction?  
For the FUN: 
The auction includes lots of fabulous items – cigars, jewelry, 
vacations… It’s not just wine! Increase your wine IQ during 
the wine tasting! 
 
For the GOOD DEAL: 
 $100 of the $150 entrance fee is credited towards your first 
winning bid. 
 
For the IMPORTANT CAUSE: 
The wine auction is the annual fundraiser for the O&P PAC, the only PAC representing our profession on 
Capitol Hill. The O&P PAC contributes to the campaigns of members of Congress who share our concerns 
and support the future of O&P. The PAC provides increased access to members of Congress so we can 
tell our story and make a difference in the legislative and regulatory arena. 
 
What can you do to make a difference? 
Attend the 2014 Wine Auction, have some fun with your O&P colleagues and bid on some fabulous 
prizes, knowing that you’re making a difference in helping the industry with its important legislative and 
regulatory agenda. 
 
WHEN? 
The Wine Tasting/Auction PAC Fundraiser is Friday, September 5th from 6:30 – 8:00 PM at the Mandalay 
Bay, Las Vegas during the 2014 Assembly. 
 
HOW? 
When you register for the 2014 Assembly, be sure to include the 2014 Wine Tasting and Auction  
Fundraiser special event  in your registration and we will see you in Las Vegas! 
 

https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction-donation/
https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction-donation/


 

The OIG: Who Are They & Why Are They Important 
July Webinar 

 

 
 

You have heard the name OIG. You may have seen the reports. But do you know who the OIG really 
is and what exactly they do? Do you know how this government agency effects your business? Get 
the answers to these questions and join AOPA on July 9th for an AOPAversity Mastering Medicare 
Webinar that will focus on the OIG.  
 

 Learn How to Submit for an Advisory Opinion 

 Learn how OIG Reports Impact Your Business 

 Learn the Importance of the OIG Exclusion List  

 Learn How the OIG Operates 
 
The cost of participating is just $99 for AOPA members ($199 for 
nonmembers) and any number of employees may listen on a 
given line.  Listeners can earn 1.5 continuing education credits by 
returning the provided quiz within 30 days and scoring at least 80%. 
 

Register online here! 
 
Contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0854 with 
content questions. 
 
Contact Betty Leppin at bleppin@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0876 with 
registration questions. 
 

Click here to go to the top of the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   
July 8 & 22 AOPA Prior Authorization Webinars 
  Webinar Conference 
  Learn more or register online here 
 
July 9  The OIG: Who Are They & 
  Why Are They Important 
  Webinar Conference  
  Learn more or register online here 
 
Sept 4-7 AOPA 2014 National Assembly 
  Las Vegas, NV 
  Learn more or register online here 
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http://bit.ly/aopa2014audio
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
mailto:bleppin@AOPAnet.org
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-aopa-prior-authorization-webinars/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/audio-conferences/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/


  

http://www.aopanet.org/education/distance-learnin

