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Submit Video to AOPA’s Public Relations Campaign!

 

Last year many of AOPA’s supplier members and exhibitors 
generously shared video footage to help create the World Congress 
Opening Ceremony. This year AOPA is working to create a public 
relations campaign to promote the cost-effectiveness study funded by AOPA and commissioned by The 
Amputee Coalition.  The study proves that orthotics and prosthetics saves lives and money! 
(More info on the study can be found here.) 

 

If you have a video clip that you would like us to consider using as part of the campaign, please send the 
video or video link to Tina Moran at tmoran@aopanet.org.  We can accept any type of video file or a link 
to the location of the video such as YouTube or your website. Specifically we are looking for examples of 
patient care in action; how orthotics and prosthetics helps people achieve independence; and/or video 
clips showing people doing things that they would not be able to do without an O-P device. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xk11eqiIjwk&list=UU3xaO2PV9w-mULMjjJs0d6w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xk11eqiIjwk&list=UU3xaO2PV9w-mULMjjJs0d6w
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/January-2014-ED-Letter.pdf
mailto:tmoran@aopanet.org
http://www.aopanet.org/
mailto:tmoran@aopanet.org?subject=Submitting Video to AOPA's Public Relations Campaign


 

 

         

 

 Get Social with #MobilitySaves & Spread the Word! 
  

         

         

 

A major new study shows that the Medicare program pays more over the long-term in 
most cases when Medicare patients are not provided with replacement lower limbs, 
spinal orthotics, and hip/knee/ankle orthotics. 

 Follow Mobility Saves on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn - Spread the good word 
about the valuable benefits of O&P Care. 

Access the Study & Find all the tools you need at: MobilitySaves.org 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001N21Qfod3SA-XBXzIopxKTwlMatXLsXUGGA6gdv_TLn1IGdCZOitdywxNYitiMpKdYv7ro_y7Blg_0yX27r8sxBU-BJJa7moJW5a-h7TUKhhyZMKdtuF8Dw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001N21Qfod3SA-XBXzIopxKTwlMatXLsXUGGA6gdv_TLn1IGdCZOitdywxNYitiMpKdYv7ro_y7BliUEf41VL77B1KH7_St1EgQy2kPRPzZpr1DntBWAVni5hYmgDKDgLqV
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001N21Qfod3SA-XBXzIopxKTwlMatXLsXUGGA6gdv_TLn1IGdCZOitdywxNYitiMpKdYv7ro_y7BliUEf41VL77B1KH7_St1EgQgdMU51ywe_G-CT-2jgYl8lDpyNCiiAzr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001N21Qfod3SA-XBXzIopxKTwlMatXLsXUGGA6gdv_TLn1IGdCZOitdywxNYitiMpKdYv7ro_y7BlifZ6iomMUeFK4obB2YUoTZfOnnDT5xNB3zLoEZSYRWils7YkpQdFTn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001N21Qfod3SA-XBXzIopxKTwlMatXLsXUGGA6gdv_TLn1IGdCZOitdywxNYitiMpKdYv7ro_y7BlgSYiLxnhZyyFuB5L1Ce98eYO8znGdNQA8-ITAQUo3-h5cRAsYE02j8ixFtdfB9QS4=


 

New Dobson-DaVanzo Study with Amputee Coalition: 
Rehabilitation Hospitals Deliver Higher Quality Care, Better Results 

 

A new study released on July 10th at a Congressional briefing hosted 
by Senators Tim Johnson (D-SD) and Mark Kirk (R-IL) shows that 
people with limb loss treated in inpatient rehabilitation hospitals 
and units had better long-term clinical outcomes than those treated 
in nursing homes.  

 

“As this study shows, the timely, intensive and coordinated 
services provided in a rehabilitation hospital or unit help those 
with limb loss return to their homes and communities faster than 
skilled nursing facilities,” said Susan Stout, interim president & 
CEO of the Amputee Coalition. “Policy makers and regulators 
should consider this study as they make future decisions that 
could impact where those with limb loss receive care. Decisions 
should not be made based on short-term cost, but on where 
patients can most quickly improve their health and regain the 
functional skills they need to return home, to work, school or 
community activities.” 

  

The study is the most comprehensive national analysis to date 
examining the long-term outcomes of clinically similar patient 
populations treated in inpatient rehabilitation hospitals/units 
versus nursing homes. Click here to view the study, Assessment of 
Patient Outcomes of Rehabilitative Care Provided in Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Facilities and After Discharge, conducted by Dobson 
DaVanzo & Associates, LLC. 

  
 

Key Findings  
Limb loss survivors treated in inpatient rehabilitation hospitals and units compared to those treated in 
skilled nursing facility patients, on average: 

o   Returned home from their initial rehabilitation hospital stay 16 days earlier 
o   Remained home nearly three months longer 
o   Stayed alive more than 2 1/2 months longer. 

 

Individuals with limb loss treated in inpatient rehabilitation hospitals and units also showed: 
o   12 percent lower mortality rate than skilled nursing facility patients 
o   16 percent fewer emergency room visits per year than skilled nursing facility patients 
o   43 percent fewer hospital readmissions per year than skilled nursing facility patients. 

  

“When considering rehabilitation programs, limb loss patients should carefully consider the results of 
this study to determine which setting is best for them,” said Dr. Terrence P. Sheehan, medical director 
for the Amputee Coalition and at Adventist Rehab Hospital of Maryland. “It is also important to make 
policy decisions based upon factual data about the value of the service to the consumer and to the 
public. This research study is important for policy makers to understand, because it clearly articulates 
the value of the care provided in rehabilitation hospitals for people with limb loss as well as those with 
other conditions. And every patient should be ensured access to the most appropriate setting that will 
provide them with the best possible outcome.”  

http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Dobson-DaVanzo-Final-Report-Patient-Outcomes.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Dobson-DaVanzo-Final-Report-Patient-Outcomes.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Dobson-DaVanzo-Final-Report-Patient-Outcomes.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Dobson-DaVanzo-Final-Report-Patient-Outcomes.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Dobson-DaVanzo-Final-Report-Patient-Outcomes.pdf


 

Kentucky Recommends Addition of BOC & ABC 
as Testing Provider for Licensure Candidates 

 

In a recent decision by the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s Board of Prosthetics, 
Orthotics, and Pedorthics (“Kentucky Board”), the Board affirmed the conclusion 
of an independent report that found that the Board of Certification/Accreditation 
(BOC) and American Board for Certification (ABC) certification exams are equally 
valid testing options. The Kentucky Board voted to recommend adding BOC to 
the Commonwealth’s licensure regulations as a testing provider for licensure 
candidates. 
 
The Kentucky Board is the only O&P licensure board in the nation that has 
commissioned an independent psychometric evaluation of both the ABC and 
BOC exams. Psychometrics is the field of study concerned with the theory and 
technique of psychological measurement. Those specializing in psychometrics 
are experts in the objective measurement of skills, knowledge, abilities, 
attitudes, personality traits, and educational/occupational achievement. 
 
Commenting on the KY Board’s decision, BOC President and CEO Claudia 
Zacharias, MBA, CAE says, “The BOC team is extremely pleased with the Board’s decision; we are looking 
forward to a timely change in the regulations so we may begin working with and serving Kentucky’s 
citizens.” She adds, “Dr. Cunningham’s independent psychometric evaluation of both BOC’s and ABC’s 
exams clearly puts to rest any question about parity between the testing options. BOC remains keenly 
focused on psychometric soundness, unwavering customer service, and improving the lives of those 
who depend on our profession.”     
 

SureStep CEO Bernie Veldman Receives Meritorious Award 
 

Bernie Veldman, CO, CEO of SureStep, South Bend, Indiana, was 
presented with the 2014 Exceptional Meritorious Service Award from 
the National Down Syndrome Congress on July 12, at its annual 
conference held at the JW Marriott, Indianapolis, Indiana. Since 1978, 

this award has honored and recognized an individual whose service and significant contributions to 
persons with Down syndrome and their families have had national or international significance. 
 
Veldman was nominated for this award by Patricia Winders, PT, director of 
therapies and senior physical therapist at the Anna and John J. Sie Center for 
Down Syndrome at Children’s Hospital Colorado, Denver. She nominated him for 
his creation of the SureStep system, which has helped children with Down 
syndrome, and his commitment to ensuring an active lifestyle for people with 
Down syndrome and other diagnoses with hypotonia. 
 
“In addition, [Bernie Veldman] also had demonstrated his commitment to 
educating, training, and providing excellent service to physical therapists, 
orthotists, and parents through his website, consultations, continuing education 
courses, and his participation in National Down Syndrome Congress 
conventions,” wrote Winders in her nomination letter. 

 
  



 

Your Annual Opportunity to Participate in Executive Level O&P Business Education 
 

~Calling All O&P Business Managers~ 
Register Today for the National Assembly 

Your Annual Opportunity to Participate in Executive Level 
O&P Business Education. 

 

1. Save $100 off your full conference registration if you 
register by Aug 28. 

2. A full-day of business certificate programming on 
Thursday, September 4 

 Business Certificate Program: Making Sure Your 
Company is not Violating any State or Federal 
Laws:  How to Implement an O&P Compliance Program for Your Company  

 Business Certificate Program: Human Resources: How to Develop a Human Resource 
Program for Your Company that will Improve Employee Productivity and Loyalty, and Protect 
Your Company Against Costly Employee Litigation 

3. Updates on the latest regulatory and legislative challenges and how AOPA is fighting to keep 
your business alive and well in this time of turmoil.  Find out the latest on RAC and other 
Medicare audits—you’ll learn survival skills to avoid audits and to prevail as well as proposals to 
eliminate audits and fix the broken claim denial appeals process.  What you learn may help 
protect your future!   

4. Peruse the largest exhibit hall for O&P in the United States.  More products, services, 
demonstrations, fun networking events and CE credits right on the exhibit hall show floor!  

5. Orthotists and Prosthetists can earn up to 33 Clinical CE credits and another 3-5 in the exhibit 
hall depending on their certifying board. Pedorthists can earn up to 21 Scientific CE credits, 
another 12 Business credits and 3-5 exhibit hall credits depending on their certifying board. 
Technicians can also earn relevant scientific and business CE credits.  

6. Enjoy the Welcome Reception, Exhibitor Happy Hour, Thranhardt Golf Classic, the Wine Tasting 
and Auction and a new Exhibit Hall closing event featuring the $5,000 giveaway.  Make the 
Alumni Connection at this year’s Assembly and reconnect with a colleague, professor or friend 
from your O&P School.    

7. Hear the Award Winning Hamontree Lectures and cast your vote for the best. 
8. Timely Executive Level education such as  

 Growing Your O&P Practice Revenue in a No-Growth Environment 

 Healthcare Fraud Enforcement from the Trenches; How to Protect Yourself and Your 
Business 

 A Changing Healthcare World and Its Impact on Orthotics and Prosthetics 
9. Presentation on Mobility Saves -- Learn how to utilize a cost-effectiveness study jointly 

commissioned by the AOPA and the Amputee Coalition.  The results of this study prove cost 
effectiveness for both orthotics and prosthetics.  Learn about a major public relations campaign 
to spread the word to practitioners, payers and referral sources.   

10. It’s Vegas! 
 

Quick Links:  
 Registration 

 Preliminary Program 

 Hotel Reservations 

 Questions? 

https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/
http://bit.ly/Assembly14Prelim
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/attend/#hotel
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/contact-us/
https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/?utm_source=


 

Last Call For Technical Fabrication Contest Registration! 
 

Gain recognition for technical fabrication skills by entering the third annual 

technical fabrication contest to be held at the 2014 National Assembly. 

 

Compete with your counterparts from around the United States to fabricate 

a lower extremity orthosis or prosthesis that best reflects your interpretation 

of “energy” as it applies to prosthetics or orthotics. The projects submitted 

will be judged on ingenuity, design, finish and function. 

 

Contest registration is required along with a $25 entry fee. One winner and 

one runner-up will be selected in each of the three categories: Practitioner, 

Technician, and Student. All three categories will also be entered into the 

People's Choice Award--where Assembly attendees will vote and select 

their favorite prostheses. 

 

 First Place Winners receive a $500 Cash Prize  

 Runners up receive a $200 Cash Prize  

 The People's Choice Award recipient will receive $300  

 A Trophy and Press Release announcement will be awarded to the school representing the 

winning students. 
 

It’s not too late to enter! Register today! 
 

To learn more visit http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/contests/ or contact Steve 

Custer at scuster@AOPAnet.org or (571) 431-0810.   

 

The 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction: It’s Much More Than You Think 
 

Don’t let the name fool you, the auction includes 
more than just wine.  We have bourbon, scotch, 
artisanal & craft beers and items from Tiffany’s, 
plus a stocked open bar. But don’t worry we also 
have several lots of world class wines up for 
auction, just take a look at some of last year’s 
offerings. Also if you fancy yourself as a wine aficionado, then put your knowledge and taste buds to the 
test with the blind tasting challenge; a new event for this year’s auction! 
 
The 7th Annual Wine Auction & Tasting is being held on Friday, September 5, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM 
during the 2014 AOPA National Assembly at the Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
So, if you have not made plans yet, be sure to pencil in the time and register for the 7th Annual Wine 
Auction & Tasting.   
 
You may register for the event when you register for the 2014 National Assembly or you may register 
here.  

For more information about the 7th Annual Wine Auction & Tasting click here, or contact Devon 
Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org  and stay tuned, as we release some highlights of the items up for 
auction this year! 

https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-aopa-opta-technical-fabrication-contest/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/contests/
mailto:scuster@AOPAnet.org
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2013-Lots-for-AIA.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2013-Lots-for-AIA.pdf
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction/
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/ANA14-Wine-Auction-Flyer.pdf
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org


 

 
 
Introducing The New & Improved O&P Almanac - Your Connection to Everything O&P! 
 
O&P Almanac, The flagship publication for Orthotics 
& Prosthetics since the 1950s, turns a new page as 
the American Orthotic and Prosthetic 
Association reveals the new July 2014 issue. 
 

Dive inside today! 
 

Inside you’ll find: 
 New Departments 
 Superior Education 
 Best Practices 
 New Member Spotlight 
 Current Events 
 Updated O&P News 
 Earn CE Credits 
 Key Information For Your Success! 

 

Relaunch  ▪  Redesign  ▪  Renew 
 

QUIZ ME! Earn 4 CE Credits on Pages 17 & 34 
Take the quiz here: http://bit.ly/OPalmanacQuiz 

 

ADVERTISE WITH THE O&P ALMANAC! 
 
Let AOPA’s variety of marketing opportunities help meet your 
company’s marketing goals. Each month, reach more than 15,000 
O&P professionals, facility owners, and industry personnel! 
 

GET CONNECTED TO EVERYTHING O&P 
 
Review the AOPA 2014 Media Kit here or contact AOPA’s Director 
of Ad Sales, Bob Heiman, at 856/673-4000 or 
bob.rhmedia@comcast.net. 

  

http://issuu.com/americanoandp/docs/july_2014_almanac
http://bit.ly/OPalmanacQuiz
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/AOPA-Media-Kit-2014.pdf
mailto:bob.rhmedia@comcast.net
http://www.aopanet.org/publications/op-almanac-magazine/
http://issuu.com/americanoandp/docs/july_2014_almanac
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/AOPA-Media-Kit-2014.pdf


 

AFO/KAFO Policy: Understanding the Rules  
August Webinar 

 

 
 

Obtaining Medicare reimbursement for AFOs and KAFOs  can sometimes be a challenging and often 
frustrating experience.  Join AOPA for an AOPAversity Mastering Medicare Audio Conference that 
will focus on the nuances of AFO/KAFO LCD and Policy Article and help you to better understand the 
rules. Attendees will learn:  
 

  What documentation must exist in order to use the KX modifier on 
your claim 

  What are the coverage rules for  AFOs with ambulatory vs. non-
ambulatory patient 

 How to bill for repairs to AFO's and KAFO's  
 When is it okay to use a custom fabricated AFO/KAFO 
 Basic review of the major component of a Medicare medical policy  

 
The cost of participating is just $99 for AOPA members ($199 for nonmembers) and any number of 
employees may listen on a given line.  Listeners can earn 1.5 continuing education credits by 
returning the provided quiz within 30 days and scoring at least 80%. 
 

Register online here! 
 
Contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0854 with 
content questions. 
 
Contact Betty Leppin at bleppin@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0876 with 
registration questions. 
 

Click here to go to the top of the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   
July 22  AOPA Prior Authorization Webinars 
  Webinar Conference 
  Learn more or register online here 
 
August 13 AFO/KAFO Policy: 
  Understanding The Rules 
  Webinar Conference 
  Learn more or register online here 
 
Sept 4-7 AOPA 2014 National Assembly 
  Las Vegas, NV 
  Learn more or register online here 

9 
 

8 
 

22 
 

http://bit.ly/aopa2014audio
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
mailto:bleppin@AOPAnet.org
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-aopa-prior-authorization-webinars/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/audio-conferences/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/


  

http://www.aopanet.org/education/distance-learnin

