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AOPA Headlines: 
 

DME MACs Publish Clarification Regarding Electronic Health Records and Addenda 

2015 Medicare O&P Fee Schedule Update Released 

Updated Interest Rate for Medicare Overpayments & Underpayments 

Save $100 on Your Assembly Registration Before the Early Bird Discount Expires 

Special Poster Exhibit at the 2014 Assembly 

The 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction: It’s Much More Than You Think 

Top 10 Reasons to Arrive in Vegas a Day Early 

Introducing The New & Improved O&P Almanac - Your Connection to Everything O&P! 

AFO/KAFO Policy: Understanding the Rules -- August Webinar 

Upcoming AOPA Events 

 

Submit Comments to CMS on Prior Authorization Before July 28th Deadline!
 

The deadline to submit comments to CMS on the Prior 
Authorization Proposed Rule is Monday, July 28! 
 
We had more than 200 people participate in AOPA’s 2 free Prior 
Authorization webinars to learn about what the rule may mean 
for your practice and your patients – the recording is available if you missed it. Nearly 400 O&P 
professionals and students have submitted comments to CMS via AOPAvotes.org, detailing some 
changes to the rule to minimize the harm the current proposal could cause if implemented as written. 
We are still counting patient comments from the postcards that AOPA mailed to its members, and we 
are expected a big response.  
 
If you haven’t submitted comments yet, do so today! You can submit pre-
written comments at AOPAvotes.org or write your own. Encourage your 
patients to submit comments directly to CMS if they have not mailed in their 
postcards yet. For more information or for a copy of the webinar recording, 
please contact Lauren Anderson or Devon Bernard at (571) 431-0876.  

http://aopavotes.org/comments/
http://www.regulations.gov/#!submitComment;D=CMS-2014-0070-0001
http://www.aopanet.org/
http://aopavotes.org/comments/


 

DME MACs Publish Clarification Regarding Electronic Health Records and Addenda 
 

 Each of the four DME MACs have recently published an educational article 
on their websites addressing the use of Electronic Health Records (EHR) 
that have been amended, corrected, or added to after the initial clinical 
evaluation by the prescribing physician.  According to the articles, while 
amendments and addenda to clinical records are permitted, “they must be 
clearly identified as such and must: 
 

 Clearly and permanently identify any amendment, correction or 
delayed entry as such; and, 

 Clearly indicate the date and author of any amendment, correction 
or delayed entry; and, 

 Not delete but instead clearly identify all original content” 
 

The articles remind suppliers that when providing clinical documentation from prescribing physicians 
that have been corrected, amended, or added to, they must also provide a copy of the original clinical 
documentation in addition to the amended record.  Failure to provide the original information may 
result in claim denial. 
 

A link to one of the articles published by the DME MACs may be accessed by clicking here. 
 

 

2015 Medicare O&P Fee Schedule Update Released 
 

The annual update to the Medicare O&P fee schedule is tied to the change in the 
Consumer Pricing Index for Urban Areas (CPI-U) from June to June of the 
previous year.  The Bureau of Labor and Statistics (BLS) recently announced that 
from June 2013 to June 2014 the CPI-U increased by 2.1%.  This means that the 
base increase in the 2015 Medicare O&P fee schedule will be 2.1% for claims 
with a date of service on or after January 1, 2015.  The 2.1% increase will be 
adjusted downward by the annual productivity adjustment which will be 
published later this year.  The productivity adjustment for the last several years 
has been approximately 1% but may be higher or lower depending on statistical 
factors used by the BLS.  AOPA will publish the final update to the 2015 O&P fee 
schedule, including the productivity adjustment once it is released. 

 

While it is not a factor in calculating the Medicare fee schedule update, federal sequestration remains in 
effect for Medicare payments and will result in an additional 2% reduction on Medicare reimbursement. 
 

Questions regarding this issue may be directed to Joe McTernan at jmcternan@aopanet.org or Devon 
Bernard at dbernard@aopanet.org 
 
 

Updated Interest Rate for Medicare Overpayments & Underpayments 
 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has released its quarterly update to the interest 
rate for Medicare overpayments and underpayments.  The revised interest rate, effective as of July 18, 
2014 is 9.625%. 
 

Questions regarding this issue may be directed to Joe McTernan at jmcternan@aopanet.org or Devon 
Bernard at dbernard@aopanet.org. 

http://cgsmedicare.com/jc/pubs/news/2014/0714/cope26317.html
mailto:jmcternan@aopanet.org
mailto:dbernard@aopanet.org
mailto:jmcternan@aopanet.org
mailto:dbernard@aopanet.org


 

Save $100 on Your Assembly Registration Before the Early Bird Discount Expires 
 

Save $100 by registering for the AOPA National Assembly 
before the early-bird discount expires on Monday, July 28. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Business managers will be brought up to date on the latest regulatory and legislative challenges and how 
AOPA is fighting to keep your business alive and well in this time of turmoil.  Find out the latest on RAC and 
other Medicare audits—you’ll learn survival skills to avoid audits and to prevail as well as proposals to 
eliminate audits and fix the broken claim denial appeals process.  What you learn may help protect your 
future!  Attend business certificate programming, topics on regulations, reimbursement and research, 
marketing, revenue growth, documentation, improving business processes, compliance and much more.  
 
Clinicians will benefit from interesting and unique presentations led by led by MDs, PhDs, wound care 
specialists, attorneys, research Scientists, and top-notch practitioners. 
 
CE Credits: Orthotists and Prosthetists can earn up to 33 Clinical CE credits and another 3-5 in the exhibit hall 
depending on their certifying board. Pedorthists can earn up to 21 Scientific CE credits, another 12 Business 
credits and 3-5 exhibit hall credits depending on their certifying board. Technicians can also earn relevant 
scientific and business CE credits.  

Quick Links:  
 Registration 

 Preliminary Program 

 Hotel Reservations 

 Questions? 

 

Special Poster Exhibit at the 2014 Assembly 
 

Don’t miss a special exhibit of peer-reviewed scientific posters from the 
recent 7th World Congress of Biomechanics held July 6-11, 2014 in 
Boston, MA. The World Congress has a rigorous process to review scientific 
papers, consisting of a review committee comprised of hundreds of 
scientists with expertise in their respective research domains.  
 
While in Vegas, be sure to take a few minutes to explore this special display in the Exhibit Hall. We are 
sure you will be impressed by the scope of orthotic and prosthetic research being conducted at 
university laboratories and medical schools throughout the world.  
 
If you are interested in what O&P practioners/researchers and student/residents have been 
investigating, you will want to check out their juried posters in the Exhibit Hall. Presentations of the 
orthotic and O&P posters will take place Friday, September 5 from 1-2 PM. Prosthetic posters will be 
presented Saturday, September 6, from 1-2 PM. 

https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/
http://bit.ly/Assembly14Prelim
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/attend/#hotel
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/contact-us/
https://www.expotracshows.com/aopa/2014/?utm_source=


 

The 7th Annual Wine Tasting & Auction: It’s Much More Than You Think 
 

Don’t let the name fool you, the auction includes 
more than just wine.  We have bourbon, scotch, 
artisanal & craft beers and items from Tiffany’s, 
plus a stocked open bar. But don’t worry we also 
have several lots of world class wines up for 
auction, just take a look at some of last year’s 
offerings. Also if you fancy yourself as a wine aficionado, then put your knowledge and taste buds to the 
test with the blind tasting challenge; a new event for this year’s auction! 
 
The 7th Annual Wine Auction & Tasting is being held on Friday, September 5, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM 
during the 2014 AOPA National Assembly at the Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada.  
So, if you have not made plans yet, be sure to pencil in the time and register for the 7th Annual Wine 
Auction & Tasting.   
 
You may register for the event when you register for the 2014 National Assembly or you may register 
here.  
 
For more information about the 7th Annual Wine Auction & Tasting click here, or contact Devon 
Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org  and stay tuned, as we release some highlights of the items up for 
auction this year! 
 

Top 10 Reasons to Arrive in Vegas a Day Early 
 

Participate in the 2014 Thranhardt Golf Classic  
September 3rd, 2014 Desert Pines Golf Course 
 

1. Cheer on amputee golfers and interact with your patients 
at the First Swing Clinic from 9AM – Noon, prior to 
tournament play. 

2. Come enjoy new FUN contests, including a chance to win 
$10,000! 

3. Room rates are only $99 at the Mandalay Bay! 
4. Meet and compete with new O&P colleagues at the most 

strategic golf course in Las Vegas! 
5. Win some extra gambling money in the many extra golf 

games! 
6.  Enjoy free lunch and refreshments. 
7. Support 2 causes: The inspiring efforts of the Orthotic & Prosthetic Activities Foundation and 

AOPA’s Capitol Connection, supporting legislative, research & educational efforts on O&P issues. 
8. Enjoy bragging rights for best putter, best chipper, and longest driver. 
9. Catch up with O&P colleagues you haven’t seen in years. 
10. Most of all, come have FUN for the love of the game! 

 

Sign up for the 2014 Thranhardt Classic when you register for the 2014 Assembly.  Only $195 per golfer 
or $750 per foursome.  Fees include cart, greens fees, transportation, and refreshments. Club & shoe 
rental available. If you have questions, or if you want to sponsor a hole or donate items for a goody bag, 
contact Betty Leppin at 571-431-0876 or bleppin@aopanet.org. 

http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2013-Lots-for-AIA.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2013-Lots-for-AIA.pdf
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-wine-tasting-and-auction/
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/ANA14-Wine-Auction-Flyer.pdf
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-thranhardt-golf-classic/
mailto:bleppin@aopanet.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOD6jVvsw-Y


 

 
 
Introducing The New & Improved O&P Almanac - Your Connection to Everything O&P! 
 
O&P Almanac, The flagship publication for Orthotics 
& Prosthetics since the 1950s, turns a new page as 
the American Orthotic and Prosthetic 
Association reveals the new July 2014 issue. 
 

Dive inside today! 
 

Inside you’ll find: 
 New Departments 
 Superior Education 
 Best Practices 
 New Member Spotlight 
 Current Events 
 Updated O&P News 
 Earn CE Credits 
 Key Information For Your Success! 

 

Relaunch  ▪  Redesign  ▪  Renew 
 

QUIZ ME! Earn 4 CE Credits on Pages 17 & 34 
Take the quiz here: http://bit.ly/OPalmanacQuiz 

 

ADVERTISE WITH THE O&P ALMANAC! 
 
Let AOPA’s variety of marketing opportunities help meet your 
company’s marketing goals. Each month, reach more than 15,000 
O&P professionals, facility owners, and industry personnel! 
 

GET CONNECTED TO EVERYTHING O&P 
 
Review the AOPA 2014 Media Kit here or contact AOPA’s Director 
of Ad Sales, Bob Heiman, at 856/673-4000 or 
bob.rhmedia@comcast.net. 

  

http://issuu.com/americanoandp/docs/july_2014_almanac
http://bit.ly/OPalmanacQuiz
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/AOPA-Media-Kit-2014.pdf
mailto:bob.rhmedia@comcast.net
http://www.aopanet.org/publications/op-almanac-magazine/
http://issuu.com/americanoandp/docs/july_2014_almanac
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/AOPA-Media-Kit-2014.pdf


 

AFO/KAFO Policy: Understanding the Rules  
August Webinar 

 

 
 

Obtaining Medicare reimbursement for AFOs and KAFOs  can sometimes be a challenging and often 
frustrating experience.  Join AOPA for an AOPAversity Mastering Medicare Audio Conference that 
will focus on the nuances of AFO/KAFO LCD and Policy Article and help you to better understand the 
rules. Attendees will learn:  
 

  What documentation must exist in order to use the KX modifier on 
your claim 

  What are the coverage rules for  AFOs with ambulatory vs. non-
ambulatory patient 

 How to bill for repairs to AFO's and KAFO's  
 When is it okay to use a custom fabricated AFO/KAFO 
 Basic review of the major component of a Medicare medical policy  

 
The cost of participating is just $99 for AOPA members ($199 for nonmembers) and any number of 
employees may listen on a given line.  Listeners can earn 1.5 continuing education credits by 
returning the provided quiz within 30 days and scoring at least 80%. 
 

Register online here! 
 
Contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0854 with 
content questions. 
 
Contact Betty Leppin at bleppin@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0876 with 
registration questions. 
 

Click here to go to the top of the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   
Aug 13  AFO/KAFO Policy:  
  Understanding The Rules 
  Webinar Conference 
  Learn more or register online here 
 
Sept 4-7 AOPA 2014 National Assembly 
  Las Vegas, NV 
  Learn more or register online here  

 

Oct 20-21 Mastering Medicare: Coding 
  & Billing Techniques Seminar 
  St. Louis, MO 
  Learn more or register online here 

13 
 

http://bit.ly/aopa2014audio
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
mailto:bleppin@AOPAnet.org
http://www.aopanet.org/education/audio-conferences/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2014-assembly/
http://www.aopanet.org/education/coding-billing-seminar/


  

http://www.aopanet.org/education/distance-learnin

