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SILENT AUCTION 
OPENS at 6:30 P.M. 

CLOSES at 7:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot 301 

BORDEAUX SUPERIOR 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Friend  
 
(1) 3 L 2005 Chateau Reignac – Bordeaux Superior 
Possibly the finest Reignac I have ever tasted from proprietor Yves Vatelot, this 
superlative blend of 75% Merlot and 25% Cabernet Sauvignon is treated like a 
spoiled child, aged on its lees, and bottled unfiltered. There are over 16,000 
cases of this cuvee, which should be uncommonly long-lived for a wine of this 
pedigree. Its dense ruby/purple color is followed by a sweet nose of 
blackberries, cherries, smoke, and pain grille with 14% natural alcohol. 
It is a medium to full-bodied wine with beautiful concentration, decent acidity, 
and ripe tannin. Despite its humble appellation, this is a very serious wine that is 
qualitatively up there with some of the better classified growths of the Medoc. 
It should drink beautifully for 8-10 years. A sleeper of the vintage! WA 90 
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Lot 302 
CHATEAUNEUF du PAPE 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan Lampear 
 
(2)  750ml 2008 Le Vieux Donjon - Chateauneuf  du Pape 

Vieux Donjon's traditional winemaking is more and more 
in the hands of owner Lucien Michel's talented daughter, 
Claire, although both parents (Lucien and his wife Marie 
Jose) are still very involved. 
The 2008 Chateauneuf du Pape is certainly a strong effort 
for the vintage. Classic notes of kirsch, plum, spice box, 
cedar, and garrigue are accompanied by deep fruit, an 
attractive dark ruby/plum color, and surprising body as 
well as depth for a 2008. It should drink well young, and 
evolve for up to a decade. WA 90 

 
Lot 303 
LIQUID SEDUCTION 
Donated by Don DeBolt 
 
(1) 750ml 2004 Veuve Clicquot - Le Grande Dame - Brut -  

Champagne 
The 2004 Clicquot Brut La Grande Dame is vivacious and buoyant, with lemon 
and grapefruit set in entertaining counterpoint to almond paste and vanilla-
tinged, tart-edged baked apple. Saline oyster liquor adds another, savory 
dimension in a lingering finish, while hints of chamomile and jasmine serve for 
aromatic allure. This delightful bottling might well achieve genuine profundity 
over the next two or three years. WA 90 

 
(1) 375ml 2009 Chateau Guiraud - Sauternes 
Tasted as part of a vertical held at the chateau, the 2009 Guiraud has a 
complex, precocious bouquet with honeysuckle and jasmine notes, hints of 
dried honey and white peach. It is tightly wound but very precise. The palate 
is pure and tense in the mouth – great precision here once again with 
superbly integrated oak and a lovely, seductive, very viscous botrytis-laden 
finish. In many ways the 2009 represents the wine that every vintage since 
1983 would love to be. Drink 2018-2040+ WA 97 
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Lot 304   
CLOS PEGAS VERTICAL  
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan 
Lampear 
 
(1) 750 ml 2006 Clos Pegas - Hommage Artist Series 
Reserve - Napa Valley – Cabernet Sauvignon 
The wine shows ripe flavors of blackberries and cherries, coated with 
plenty of new oak. WE 92 
Aromas and flavors are built around black licorice, herb, blackberry, 
mineral and sage in this full-bodied red. Firmly tannic, this is well-
structured and pointed in the right direction. Drink now through 2019. 
WS 88 

 
 (1) 750 ml 2007 Clos Pegas - Hommage Artist Series 
Reserve -  Tenma Vineyard - Napa Valley – Cabernet 
Sauvignon 
The 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon Hommage Artist Series Reserve comes 
close to delivering the goods. Its dense ruby/purple color is followed by 
attractive aromas of cassis, spring flowers and nicely concealed wood. 
Medium to full-bodied with tannins to be resolved, it cuts a nice swath 
across the palate and has more to it than the Napa cuvee. This Reserve 
serves up a generous mix of dark berry fruit, blackberry, wild berry and 
raspberry flavors that offer floral scents and tightly wound tannins that 
are full-blown yet elegant and detailed, with a long, spicy finish. Give it 
1-2 years of cellaring, and drink it over the following 10-15. WA 93 

 

Lot 305 
RHONE SAMPLER 
Donated by Scott and Cori Schneider  

 
(1) 750 ml 2009 Seigneur de Fontimple - 

Vacqueyras 
The bouquet of ripe fruit, blackcurrant coulis, strawberry jam, 
spice, and violets shows that this is a great Vacqueyras. Smooth 
and rich on the palate with soft tannin that marries well with the 
liquorice flavors. Very long aftertaste confirming this wine's 
character and elegance. 
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Fleshy and forward, with succulent plum and blackberry fruit laced with black tea and dark 
chocolate notes. This has a nice smoldering finish. WS 90 

 
(1) 750 ml 2010 Coudoulet de Beaucastel – Cotes du Rhone 
Bright and lively, with great depth. Red fruits on the nose. On the palate, it is 
luscious, with hints of thyme.  
As usual, the 2010 Cotes du Rhone Coudoulet red is a blend of 30% Grenache, 
30% Mourvedre and the rest Syrah, Counoise and other permitted varietals. It 
possesses crisp, tart acids, a fresh, lively, Burgundian-like personality, and 
plenty of red and black currants intermixed with sweet and sour cherries, earth, 
smoke, garrigue and unsmoked tobacco. The red is capable of lasting 20 years. 
WA 90 
This is juicy and still a bit compact, with a mix of blackberry, plum and blueberry 
notes laced with licorice snap and backed by a long, spice-infused finish. A tarry 
hint lurks as well. Should stretch out after brief cellaring. Drink now through 
2018. WS 90 
Vivid ruby. High-pitched aromas of red fruits, rose, lavender and Asian spices. 
Juicy and focused on entry, then deeper and broader across the mid-palate, 
displaying intense black raspberry and cherry compote flavors. IWC 92 
 

(1) 750 ml 2010 Domaine St. Gayan - Gigondas 
Heady, highly perfumed bouquet evokes black and blue fruits, Indian 
spices and lavender. Supple and juicy, with very good depth and energy 
to its blackberry and mulberry flavors. IWC 91 
This rich, attractive red reveals lots of garrigue, licorice, black currant 
and sweet kirsch notes along with an expansive, round, delicious 
personality. It is ideal for drinking now and over the next 5-8 years. 
These are three super efforts from Jean-Pierre Meffre, who owns an 
estate of 30 acres in Gigondas. Drink 2012 - 2020. WA 88. 
 

  (1) 750 ml 2011 Domaine Raspail-Ay - Gigondas 
Located on the terraces of the rugged Gigondas appellation, 
the last outcropping of the mighty alpine chain with the 
imposing rock formation of the Dentelles de Montmirail 
looming as a backdrop, this classic southern Rhone estate 
makes only about 8,000 cases of Gigondas every year. This 
historic domaine has been a reference for Gigondas and was 
very instrumental in promoting Gigondas to Appellation 
Controlée status in 1971.  
The Gigondas of Domaine Raspail-Ay is an artful blend of 80% Grenache, 15% Syrah and 5% 
Mourvedre that is ripe, generous, and rich on the palate. The wine offers mouthfuls of ripe, 
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dark fruits, black cherries, cassis and raspberries, with notes of licorice and black pepper on the 
back palate. The tannins are ripe and supple, mellowed by 20 months or more in large, ancient 
oak foudres. In addition, the wine is aged for several months in old demi-muids in the ground-
level storage rooms (chais). The resulting wine is complex with ripe, dark fruit aromas, juicy 
acidity accompanied by a supple, rich texture with long, attractively perfumed finish. Youthful 
dark berry and cherry skin aromas open up with air, picking up notes of smoky minerals, 
flowers and cola. Bitter blackcurrant and cherry flavors are fresh and spicy. Finishes tangy and 
quite long.  IWC 91 
 

 (1) 750 ml 2012 Brunier – Le Pigoulet en Provence - Vaucluse 
A blend of Grenache, Carignan, Syrah and Cinsault, this red comes from hand 
picked grapes in the Rhone Valley. An easy-going selection, it is soft and plush 
on the palate ,while fresh and fruity.  
The “house wine” at Les Vignobles Brunier, the owners of Domaine du Vieux 
Télégraphe in Châteauneuf du Pape.  It offers uncommon sophistication, dept 
and minerality for its price range.   

  (1) 750 ml 2012 Château Pegau – Cotes du Rhone Villages – Cuvee 
Setier 

Château Pegau is the name of Laurence and Paul Féraud’s newly-
purchased 100+ acre estate, located in Sorgues, less than 4 miles 
from Châteauneuf-du-Pape. The first vintage delivers, showcasing 
the estate’s excellent terroir with the unmistakable imprint of 
Pegau.  

This classic, benchmark estate for traditionally 
made wines is run by the talented, no-

nonsense Laurence Feraud and her 
father Paul. While I struggle to think of 

a bad vintage here, 2010 certainly has to 
rank near the top of the heap and both the 

Cuvee Reserve and Cuvee da Capo are truly stunning, world-class efforts. 
2011 is strong here as well, and should be consumed while you wait on the 

2010s to come around. The 2012s are more in the style of the 2010s, 
with slightly more reserved aromatics, solid purity and beautifully fresh 

profiles. They too should be more accessible in their youth than the 2010s. 
A new development for this estate is the roughly 100+ new acres of 
Cotes du Rhone and Cotes du Rhone Villages that have been 
purchased just south of Chateauneuf-du-Pape, roughly 4 miles from 
the domaine. Formerly called Domaine de la Jouve, it lies just 
outside the town of Sorgues and borders the Rhone River on its 

western edge. Now called Chateau Pegau, the wines from here 
include a white Cotes du Rhone, the Cuvee Lone, a red Cotes du Rhone call Cuvee Maclure and 
a red Cotes du Rhone Villages called Cuvee Setier. Laurence’s negociant label is called Selection 
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Laurence Feraud and consists of purchased grapes from throughout the Southern Rhone. They 
always show traditional characters and can represent solid values. 
The 2012 Chateau Pegau Cotes du Rhone Village Cuvee Setier (60% Grenache, 20% Syrah and 
20% Mourvedre, aged all in enamel tanks) is slightly more fresh and focused, with medium-
bodied richness, loads of cracked pepper, black fruits and herbs aromas and flavors, and chewy 
tannin on the finish. It too has outstanding potential and should have upward of a decade of 
longevity. Drink 2015-2022. WA 90 
 

Lot 306 
ROSE’ FOR MADAME 
Donated by Eileen Levis 
 
(1) 750 ml 2013 Terre de Mistral – Mireille - Rose’ - 
Mediterranean 

A very exotic rose of Provençal heritage.  Half each of Muscat Petite Grain and 
Syrah with a robe of peach and apricot, it offers ethereal scents and flavors 
tangerine, white peach, apricots along with strawberries and raspberries.   

 

 
(1) 750ml 2013  Canto Perdix – Tavel - Rose’ 
Vibrant raspberry and peppery flavors mark this lovely effort. 
Ample refreshment but enough intensity to match hearty fare. 
Tavel is the premier rosé appellation in France. 

 

 

 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Commanderie de la Bargemone – Coteaux d’Ain en   
Provence - Rose’  

Sustainably grown, certified Qualisud. Bargemone is among the foremost estates 
of the Coteaux d’Aix, a small fine-wine district in the larger appellation of 
Provence. A benchmark producer of the delicious, dry rosé for which Provence is 
famous, the Commanderie was founded by the Knights Templar in the 13th 
century, and is home to a proud viticultural tradition with more than 160 acres of 
sustainably grown vineyards. Offering classic aromas of wild strawberries and red 
currants, with a light, floral character and a crisp, bone-dry palate, this is a rosé of 
reference, to be enjoyed year-round on its own or with a wide range of lighter 
fare and Provence-inspired cuisine. Cabernet Sauvignon, Grenache, Syrah, 
Cinsault from 25+ year-old vines. Stainless steel vinification. Two days settling at 
cool temperatures followed by a cool, ten day fermentation. No malolactic 
fermentation. 
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From Grenache, Cinsault and Syrah, (35% grenache, 30% cabernet sauvignon, 20% syrah and 

15% cinsault) consistently among our best Provence rosés, Bargemone offers aromas of flowers 
and red berries with accompanying flavors of red fruits and a haunting minerality. Perfectly 
balanced. 

This classic Provence rosé is crisp and bright, with succulent melon flavors underlined by chalky 
minerality. The acidity whips through it briskly, even as the flavors last with a quiet white-
chocolate richness. W&S 92 

A perennial favorite, the light pink/melon-colored 2013 Coteaux d'Aix en Provence rose gives 
up pretty notes of mineral water, melon rind and orange blossom to go with a medium-bodied, 
refreshing and lip-smacking good palate. Enjoy this hot summer day quaffer over the coming 
summer months. WA 90 

Light orange. Sexy, high-pitched red berry and citrus fruit scents show very good clarity and pick 
up a floral quality with air. A lively and precise on the palate, which offers juicy strawberry and 
bitter cherry flavors and a hint of tangerine. The floral note comes back strong on the mineral-
driven finish, which clings with excellent tenacity. IWC 90 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Miraval -  Cote de Provence - Rose’  
Lovely floral nose, soft fragrant roses, and from the 
first taste there is a delicate structure that deepens on 
the palate. As the French would say “il y a du vin’– 
‘there is a sense of power alongside the elegance’. a 

structure and a fresh acidity that gives the wine 
persistency, with a grip of minerality that gives a 
delicious mouthwatering finish. Decanter 91 
A light, pure, steely style, with a rose petal and 
strawberry core, featuring white cherry notes backed 

by savory and stony hints on the finish. The finely beaded acidity lets this stretch 
out into a sneakily long finish. Cinsault, Grenache, Syrah and Rolle. WS 89 

 
 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Domaine Collotte – Marsannay – Rose’  
100% Pinot Noir. The Marsannay Rosé, is exquisitely fresh with aromatic 
notes of peaches, cherries and melon along with floral and white pepper 
aspects.  On the palate it is sensual, balanced and precisely honed. 
As soon as the grapes arrive at the cuverie, they are pressed, fermentation 
and "élevage" in stainless steel (élevage reserved for wines that will be 
drunk young) in order to keep all the fruit of this wine and preserve its 
freshness and youth. The Marsannay Rosé, soft and fruity, is backed with 
good strength and liveliness.  It rosé color has red currant hues. The 
aroma evokes freshly harvested fruit and  peaches. 
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(1) 750 ml 2013 Bonny Doon – Vin Gris de Cigare 

 A Provençal-styled pink. The wine presents a lovely 
chalky/smoky gunpowder tea aspect to the nose, with 
a suggestion of bergamot and strawberry. On the 
palate, the wine has a sleek, salty, mouth-watering 
aspect and a refreshing acidity. 
The grenache for our Vin Gris came from bespoke 
sections of the McDowell Valley, Mesa Verde, 
Rancho Solo and Ventana Vineyards, harvested at the 
appropriate maturity level for this elegant style of 
wine. About 15% of the wine is composed of 
traditional white Rhône varieties, which add a 

surprising richness and foundation. We also employed the practice of bâtonnage–the stirring or 
re-suspension of lees after fermentation–to give the wine a creaminess of texture. 

The Vin Gris, a Provençal-styled pink, is a rather pale salmon color, owing to the fact that it is 
made from the lightest pressing of bespoke grapes, harvested at the appropriate maturity, i.e. 
not quite as ripe as those picked to produce a red wine. There is a lovely chalky/smoky 
gunpowder tea aspect to the nose, with a suggestion of bergamot, wild strawberry and maybe 
even a delicate trace of wintergreen. The fragrance is discreet and above all, elegant and draws 
one to the wine rather than mounts a frontal assault on one’s sensorium. On the palate, the 
wine has a sleek, salty, savory, mouth-watering aspect and a refreshing acidity. There is a 
wonderful persistent finish, making this one of the most food-friendly wines conceivable. 
 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Bowers Harbor – Pinot Noir Rose’ 

This 100% Pinot Noir wine expresses soft floral nuances, rich strawberry, cranberry 
and melon flavors, with a round, full finish and a hint of white pepper spice. It's 
gorgeous pink color comes from the traditional method of leaving the skins in with 
the Pinot Noir juice for about 36 hours to add spice and flavor to this high quality 
dry wine. 
 
 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Apaltagua – Carmenere Rose’  
Carmenere does well as a Rosé also. This wine shows a sleek and 
precise presentation of white peach, lime and red fruits with a slightly 
spicy backdrop.  
A well made Rosé. It can come in a myriad of styles, but no matter the 
style, they are the perfect fit for warm weather, especially when they 
are made in dryer style. The Apatlagua Rosé of Carmenere isn’t your 
standard fare when it comes to Rosé. Really how many Rosés have 
most people tried from Carmenere to start off with? This is dry and 
lighter bodied and maybe leaning more toward an Old World, 
Provencal style from the south of France, in that’s it more restrained 
than overt in its fruit delivery, but that doesn’t detract one iota from 
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how deliciously refreshing it is. Clean and focused with bright, but laid back, delicate red fruit 
flavors, the wine’s acidity and lighter body are just a refreshing alternative between a fuller 
bodied red and a white wine. 
 

(1)     750 ml 2013 Muga – Rosado - Rioja       

Muga makes one of the most distinctively delicious 
rosados in Rioja, indeed in all of Spain. It is a style 
referred to locally as "clarete," which is a lighter type 

of rosé made by combining white wine with some red, as opposed to the saignee 
method where color is derived from maceration on the skins of the grapes. Unlike 
99.9% of other rosé wines, this one also sees a brief period of time in used oak 
barrels. The wine is a blend of Tempranillo, Garnacha and Viura, and shows very 
precise, tangy small red berry fruits, as well as some citric and apricot notes from 
the white wine component. This is a crisp, bracing, and unbeatable rosé for 
anyone who appreciates a very dry style. 

 
A blend of Grenache, Viura and Tempranillo grapes fermented in small wooden 
vats where is rests for two months on its lees. A sleek, crisp and quite dry rosé 
with brisk red fruits, tropicals and stone fruits. 

This vintage was hallmarked by generous rainfall, which meant that the vines practically never 
stopped growing throughout the cycle. As a result, the canopy development was a key factor and 
conditioned the organoleptic features of the wine, in particular its aromas and acidity.  

The grapes’ natural acidity was enhanced, especially the malic acid, leading to typical “green 
apple”, Granny Smith-type descriptions of the aromas, and fruits at just the right point of ripeness, 
such as cherries, peaches, pineapple and citrus fruits. 

At the start of the vinification process we found that the acidity, a positive aspect on the nose, was 
excessively dominant on the palate. We had to wait a few months until the wine’s natural 
evolution smoothed off its sharp edges. On the one hand, the winter cold precipitated out part of 
the natural acids and on the other, the role played by the fine lees wrapped these sharp edges in a 
silky mantle. 

It is a vintage which repaid our patience and the skilled work in the selection of the grapes and 
work on the lees inside the winery. 

The result is a wine with shades of salmon-pink evolving towards bright copper in the bulb. 

With the glass held still, the fruit comes to the fore with a rich range of nuances: cherry, apple, 
peach, pineapple and even white blossom and fennel, not found very often in this wine. And not 
forgetting the omnipresent pastry shop aroma produced by the fine lees. 

On the palate the three-way relationship of bitter-acid-sweet flavours makes the tasting a true joy, 
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intense and long, very long… leaving excellent sensations in the aftertaste which make you want to 
come back for more. We end with a retronasal stage in which the notes described above are 
reversed, with the white blossom and fennel becoming dominant.  

 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Chateau de Calavon – Coteaux d’Ain 
en Provence – Rose’ 

A rich wine, it adds a finely textured dimension to the red fruitiness and 
fresh acidity. With complex fruits, structure as well as the attractive 
crispness, it’s a dry wine, best drunk with food.  WE 90 
 
 

(1) 750 ml 2013 Domaine Ott – Les Domaniers – Rose ‘  
Les Domaniers is part of Ott Selection. These are wines that have been produced 
from some of the oldest vines and most noble varietals from select growers 
throughout Provence. The wines are produced using the traditional vinification 
methods of Domaines Ott, founded in 1912 by Alsatian engineer Marcel Ott. The 
winemaking team carefully selects the grape lots and produces wines they 
consider to be worthy and excellent value for wines from the Cotes de 
Provence. 
A fresh and balanced rosé that captures the spirit of the Côte d'Azur with its 
exotic fruit and white peach flavors. Built upon Domaines Ott’s winemaking 
expertise, this wine is to be paired with Provençal cuisine.  

From the négociant arm of Domaines Ott, this grenache-based rosé is compact and firm, the 
tangy, pale red fruit tightly bound in vibrant acidity. As it sits in the glass, the flavors expand to 
herbal scents and ferrous earth, adding to the complexity. It has the substance for an herbed 
pork tenderloin. W&S 92 
 
 

(1)     750 ml 2013 Chateau de Pampelonne – Cote de Provence – Rose’ 

Lively and floral with flavors of cherry, watermelon, and raspberry. It rounds 
out with subtle minerality and a touch of citrus as well as a pleasing hint of 
earth. 
Light sunny rose with hints of burnt orange, strawberry and cassis. Holds its 
own with chicken, fish, salade nicoise, and some cheese. Very pleasant on its 
own. Comparatively expensive for a Provence Rose but well worth a try if 
that's your style. 
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Lot 307        
MOLLYDOOKER’S BEST 
Donated by Claudia and Eric Zacharias  
 
( 2) 750 ml 2011 Mollydooker,  Carnival of Love, 
McLaren Vale, Shiraz 
Very deep green-purple in color, the 2011 Carnival of Love flaunts a very 
expressive and fragrant nose with floral notes, roses and potpourri 
intermingled with toasty black cherries, creme de cassis, chocolate, 
pepper and accents of cinnamon and cloves. Rich, ripe and full-bodied, 
this concentrated, single-vineyard 100% Shiraz retains crisp acid, has low 
to medium levels of soft silky tannins before finishing very harmoniously 
and long. Drink it from 2014 to 2022+. WE 93 

 
 

Lot 308 
BARBARESCO MAGNUM 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan 
Lampear  
 
(1) 1.5 L 2008 Produttori del Barbaresco  

This bright red exhibits floral, cherry and tar flavors, with a firm edge of 
tannins closing the wine down on the finish. This elegant Barbaresco that 
will fall into place in a few years. Best from 2015 through 2024. WS 92 
 
 

Lot 309 
CHATEAU MONTELENA MAGNUMS 
Donated by Gordon Stevens  
 
(2) 1.5 L 2010 Chateau Montelena – Calistoga – 
Napa Valley – Cabernet Sauvignon  
Dense and chewy, if a bit unbridled, with a core of dark berry, licorice, 
crushed rock, dried herb and toasty cedar. Best to give this one a little 
time in the cellar. Best from 2015 through 2026. WS 88 
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Lot 310         
DEVON’S  CHOICE 
Donated by Devon Bernard 
 
(1) 750 ml NV Angel’s Envy – 
Bourbon  
In Bourbon making parlance, "angel's share" 
refers to the portion of whiskey lost to 
evaporation during the aging process. After 
crafting his latest Bourbon, seasoned whiskey 
producer Lincoln Henderson declared his new 
concoction "Angel's Envy," claiming that the 
heavenly beings would no doubt want even 
more of this divine drink. The Bourbon starts 
with corn and rye, is aged in American white oak 
barrels for four to six years, and then aged for 
three to six additional months in port casks. Displaying a luminous gold-copper color it exhibits a light, 
playful flavor on the tongue followed by a long finish with hints of orange zest, making it seductive, 
accessible and dangerously drinkable! Whiskey Advocate Rating: 93, Wine Enthusiast Rating: 98.  

(1)   12 year Belvenie – Doublewood – Single Malt Scotch  

The Balvenie is one of the great distilleries of Speyside, Scotland. Founded in 1892, it 
is one of the pioneers of introducing various wood finishes to its malts. Their aptly 
named DoubleWood is a twelve-year-old Single Malt that spends most of its life in 
second-fill Bourbon casks prior to being transferred to first-fill Oloroso Sherry casks. 
There are three levels of flavor in this Single Malt. The original Balvenie imparts 
heather, honey and clean barley flavors. The Bourbon barrel adds vanilla, a sort of 
cookie-like taste, as well as marshmallow, caramel and toast. The Oloroso Sherry 
barrel’s influence is expressed via peach, marzipan, clover, a bit of honey and prunes. 
Complex and approachable. WE 95, BTI 90, 2012 San Francisco World Spirits Rating: 
Gold 

(1) 2013 Brooklyn Brewery – Black Ops – Barrel  Aged Imperial Stout 

Brooklyn Black Ops does not exist. However, if it did exist, it would be a strong 
stout concocted by the Brooklyn brewing team under cover of secrecy and hidden 
from everyone else at the brewery. The myth is that this supposed “Black Ops” was 
then aged for four months in bourbon barrels, bottled flat, and re-fermented with 
Champagne yeast. Presumably such a beer would raise a rich, fluffy dark brown 
head and it would combine chocolate and coffee flavors with a rich underpinning 
of vanilla-like bourbon notes. A beer like that would be mighty nice, but it would be 
hard to make more than few cases – it could never be sold or released to the public. 
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They say that the brew master revealed the beer to a few other people at the brewery only 
after it had been barreled. The rumor going around is that the brewery plans to drink the beer 
themselves over the holidays and give some to their family and friends. That’s what they 
say. But frankly, there’s no evidence for any of this. This beer is obviously a figment of people’s 
fervent imaginations. People tend to get loopy around the holidays. Everyone go home now – 
there’s nothing to see here. BA 92 

 
Lot 311         
ALLAGASH BREWERY  
Donated by Gordon Stevens 
 
(1)     750ml NV Allagash Brewery - Odyssey  
This is a dark wheat beer aged for ten months, a portion in oak barrels and the 
remainder in stainless tanks. The recipe includes 2-row barley, malted wheat, a 
generous amount of roasted barley and Belgian candi sugar. This deep brown beer 
boasts an aroma of black treacle and raisin. The flavor hints at dates, with a mildly 
roasted finish imparted by aging in both medium and heavy toast American Oak 
barrels. The finish is dry, punctuated by vanilla.  BA 95 

 

(1) 750ml NV Allagash Brewery – Tripel Reserve 
This is strong golden ale marked by passion fruit and herbal notes in the aroma, with 
suggestions of banana and honey in the complex palate. The Tripel has a remarkably 
long and smooth finish.  BA 93 
 
  

(1)      750ml NV Allagash Brewery - Interlude  
Two yeast strains were used to create this unique 9.5% ABV Belgian style 

ale. The first, Belgian farmhouse yeast, establishes the flavor foundations of classic 
Belgian-style ale. The second, a house strain of Brettanomyces yeast, brings it to the 
next level contributing an intriguing myriad of flavors including pear, apricot, graham 

cracker, and bread crust. Finally, a portion of the Interlude is aged in French 
Merlot and Syrah oak barrels, which impart a distinctive vinous plum 
character and a drying, almost tannic finish. Beer Advocate rating is 94. 
 

(1) 750ml NV Allagash Brewery - Curieux  
This was the first foray into barrel aging, and is made by aging the Allagash Tripel Ale 
in Jim Beam bourbon barrels for eight weeks in our cold cellars. The aged beer is then 
blended back with a portion of fresh Tripel. The resulting beer is soft with coconut 
and vanilla notes; with hints of bourbon. BA 95 
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Lot 312         
THE BRUERY I 
Donated by Gordon Stevens  
 
(1) 750ml 2013 The Bruery – Oude Tart  

(1) 750ml 2014 The Bruery – Oude Tart 
2013 and 2014-The Oude Tart is a take on a Flanders Style red ale. It has won back to back gold 
medals in that category at the World Beer Cup (2011 & 2012) as well as a gold medal at the 
Great American Beer Festival in 2010. This sour red ale ages in oak barrels for anywhere from 6 
to 18 months before being carefully blended to taste. The resulting beer is pleasantly sour with 
hints of dark fruit and toasty oak. BA 95.  (Have one to taste now the 2013 and one to let age, 
the 2014). 
 

(1)    750ml NV The Bruery - Mischief  
Mischief is a hoppy Belgian-style golden strong ale. This golden ale is fiendishly 
dry-hopped with American hops to add a layer of complexity and mystery to its 

fruity, dry Belgian-style character. Citrus and resin diabolically combine 
with ripe melon, pear and slight peppery spice in a precariously 
effervescent mixture. BA 90 
 

(1) 750ml NV The Bruery – Smoking Wood  
Brewed with beach wood and cherry wood smoked malt, and aged in rye whiskey 
barrels, Smoking Wood is a delicious demonstration of what wood has to offer when it 
comes to beer. This imperial smoked porter is brewed with a hefty amount of rye malt, 
contributing to a full body and light spiciness. Toasty oak, caramel and vanilla flavors 
balance the smokiness, contributing to an intense yet refined flavor profile. BA 90 
 

 
Lot 313         
VEUVE CLICQUOT SPECIAL PACKAGE 
Donated by Don DeBolt 
 
(1)     750ml NV Veuve Clicquot – Brut – 
Champagne – Mail Box 
The House was founded by Philippe Clicquot in 1772. Since its 
inception, Veuve Clicquot has been a specialist in 
Champagnes based on Pinot Noir, especially Rosé. In 1803, 
François Clicquot was married to Barbe-Nicole Ponsardin. 
Madame Clicquot was widowed just two years later. Veuve 
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Clicquot (Veuve means widow in French) took over her husband's business. In 1810, the house 
took the name Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin. The way that she ran her company, from risky 
overseas ventures to startling technological innovations, changed Champagne forever. Her 
motto is still the guiding principle of our company – "Only one quality – the finest."  

In 1816, Mme. Clicquot invented the process, called rémuage or riddling, that removes the 
yeast from the bottle. She used holes cut in her kitchen table to perfect the method of slowly 
tilting and turning the bottles to gather the spent yeast in the neck of the bottle. Once settled it 
could be removed by freezing the neck in a brine of salt and water, removing it, and recorking. 

The company was taken public in 1963, and merged with Louis Vuitton Moët Hennessey in 
1986. Today, Jacques Peters is the chief winemaker at Veuve Clicquot, and was appointed cellar 
master in 1985. He has undertaken an ambitious program since this time to upgrade the grape 
sources, improve the vineyards, and improve the cellars and production facilities.  

(1) 750ml NV Veuve Clicquot – Brut – Champagne – 
Natural Carrier  

A Champagne House is eventually judged on the quality of its Brut Non 
Vintage. It is in the making of such a wine that the true Art of Champagne 
blending reveals itself. This is an art in which the House of Veuve Clicquot 
excels. Our Brut Yellow Label reflects the superb vineyards we own and the 
consistent nature of our House style.The predominance of Pinot Noir 
provides the structure that is so typically Clicquot, while a touch of Pinot 
Meunier rounds out the blend. Chardonnay adds the elegance and finesse 
essential in a perfectly balanced wine. 
 
 
 

Lot 314 A, B, C, D, E 
CIGARS and SIPPERS  
Donated by - CIGARS from Rudy Becker and 
SIPPERS by Dave McGill, Kel Bergmann, 
Charles Dankmeyer and James Campbell 
 
Lot 314A 
(3) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – H. Upmann #2 
The similarities with the Montecristo cigars are present in almost all the 
sizes of the Upmann brand. This No. 2 is one of the tapered cigars par 
excellence, since the care that put into the making of the H. Upmann, at 
times, is not present in the Montecristo cigars. The only, difference would 
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be barely in one degree less of strength. Magnificent draw and combustion. A great Habano, 
only for real enthusiasts. 

 
(2) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – Romero y Julieta Casadore  
Cazadores means Hunters in Spanish and this cigar is certainly to be 
hunted down for your pleasure! Smoking one of these is like taking a 
ride through time and discovering the history of Cuban cigars. This cigar 
builds up in power through a distinct three phase approach. Rich honey 
and spice aromas mount in intensity to give one of the rarest finales of 
all Cuban cigars. A strong cigar and perfectly suited for the great 
outdoors, Cazadores were traditionally aimed at smokers who like bitter flavours. The bitter 
flavour is the traditional flavour that Havanophiles seek. The more bitter the better and more 
authentic. Power and bitterness are equated to tradition in cigar smoking. The indigenous local 
population of Cuba where called Taino and it was them who created the first Cigars which 
where hand rolled, slightly different from today, and they were very strong and very bitter. 
Cazadores has a little more refinement than those ancient and traditional cigars but it is 
inspired by the Taino cigars. These are made for seasoned smokers so be wary! 

 
(1)     750 ml Taylor Fladgate – 10year - Tawny Porto 

This style of Port is fully matured in seasoned oak casks each holding about 630 
litres of wine. Here, over many years of ageing, the wine gradually takes on its 
characteristic amber ‘tawny’ colour, slowly developing the complex mellow 
flavours and the smooth luscious palate which are the hallmarks of Tawny Port. 
Taylor’s blends its magnificent 10 year old tawny from its extensive reserves of old 
cask aged Ports matured in the firm’s cool and tranquil cellars (known as ‘lodges’) 
in Oporto on Portugal’s Atlantic coast.  
Taylor’s 10 Year Old Tawny is a superb example of the aged tawny style. Mellow and elegant, 
combining delicate wood notes with rich aromas of mature fruit, it is bottled for immediate 
drinking. 
Many opinions are, that Taylor's tawny ports are the best of their type. When tasted against 
other tawnys, they all exhibit more aromatic personalities, greater fruit and ripeness, and a 
wonderful sweetness and length. WA 93 

 

Lot 314B 

(3) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – H. Upmann #2  
The similarities with the Montecristo cigars are present in almost all the 
sizes of the Upmann brand. This No. 2 is one of the tapered cigars par 
excellence, since the care that put into the making of the H. Upmann, at 
times, is not present in the Montecristo cigars. The only, difference would 

http://www.taylor.pt/en/visit-taylors/port-cellars/
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be barely in one degree less of strength. Magnificent draw and combustion. A great Habano, 
only for real enthusiasts. 

 
(2) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – Romero y Julieta Casadore  
Cazadores means Hunters in Spanish and this cigar is certainly to be 
hunted down for your pleasure! Smoking one of these is like taking a 
ride through time and discovering the history of Cuban cigars. This cigar 
builds up in power through a distinct three phase approach. Rich honey 
and spice aromas mount in intensity to give one of the rarest finales of 
all Cuban cigars. A strong cigar and perfectly suited for the great 
outdoors, Cazadores were traditionally aimed at smokers who like bitter flavours. The bitter 
flavour is the traditional flavour that Havanophiles seek. The more bitter the better and more 
authentic. Power and bitterness are equated to tradition in cigar smoking. The indigenous local 
population of Cuba where called Taino and it was them who created the first Cigars which 
where hand rolled, slightly different from today, and they were very strong and very bitter. 
Cazadores has a little more refinement than those ancient and traditional cigars but it is 
inspired by the Taino cigars. These are made for seasoned smokers so be wary! 

(1) 375 ml 2009 Quinta de La Rosa - Vintage Porto       
Jorge was determined to produce a vintage port in 2009, so he focused on 
some specific vineyards making to insure we picked at the perfect maturation 
point. The port has a beautiful deep dark purple/red colour and complex black 
cherry aromas with cedary undertones that you would expect with a young 
vintage port. The brandy is well integrated with the wine element so there is no  
spirit burn. The result is a finely balanced, big rich, ripe port with freshness, equilibrium and 
elegance and a long, lingering finish. 
All our ports are made in the ‘house style’ namely slightly drier without any cloying sweetness  
that is often associated with ports. As in our wines, we search for balance, harmony and 
equilibrium from our vineyards and we try to enable the grapes to express themselves in the 
bottle. The La Rosa style is to make well defined wines without too much extraction, tannin or 
oak.  
A creamy nose leads to effusively fruity flavors of raspberry and huckleberry, joined by accents 
of tangerine in the mix. Sweet, spicy cherry notes emerge on the crisp finish, which is filled with 
plenty of grip. Lip-smackingly fresh and juicy. Best from 2018 through 2038. WS 93 
 

Lot 314C 

3) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – H. Upmann #2  
The similarities with the Montecristo cigars are present in almost all the 
sizes of the Upmann brand. This No. 2 is one of the tapered cigars par 
excellence, since the care that put into the making of the H. Upmann, at 
times, is not present in the Montecristo cigars. The only, difference would 
be barely in one degree less of strength. Magnificent draw and 
combustion. A great Habano, only for real enthusiasts. 
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(2) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – Romero y Julieta Casadore  
Cazadores means Hunters in Spanish and this cigar is certainly to be 
hunted down for your pleasure! Smoking one of these is like taking a 
ride through time and discovering the history of Cuban cigars. This cigar 
builds up in power through a distinct three phase approach. Rich honey 
and spice aromas mount in intensity to give one of the rarest finales of 
all Cuban cigars. A strong cigar and perfectly suited for the great 
outdoors, Cazadores were traditionally aimed at smokers who like bitter flavours. The bitter 
flavour is the traditional flavour that Havanophiles seek. The more bitter the better and more 
authentic. Power and bitterness are equated to tradition in cigar smoking. The indigenous local 
population of Cuba where called Taino and it was them who created the first Cigars which 
where hand rolled, slightly different from today, and they were very strong and very bitter. 
Cazadores has a little more refinement than those ancient and traditional cigars but it is 
inspired by the Taino cigars. These are made for seasoned smokers so be wary! 

 
(1)  500 ml Warre’s - Otima - 20 year - Tawny Porto 
Warre’s has established itself as one of the most forward thinking Port producers, balancing its 
long tradition with total dedication to premium quality and 
successful innovation. 
Warre’s launch of Otima 10 & 20 Year Old Tawny caused a 
revolution in Port that introduced a completely new concept to 
consumers, helping to rejuvenate Port’s image in the main 
markets. Otima is now widely acknowledged as the most successful new development in the 
Port trade for over 25 years. 
The merit of Otima was to show Port’s versatility as an all year round, anytime drink, appealing 
to both women and men, dispelling many of the myths attached to Port. 
The clean, modern design was matched by an excellent wine that has been winning Gold and 
Silver medals at the world’s leading blind tasting competitions year after year, leaving no doubt 
that the quality of the wine is on par with the outstanding, award-winning packaging.  
Fresh, with plenty of vibrant acidity behind the cocoa, vanilla and dried apricot flavors. Spicy 
and creamy notes linger on the long, broad finish. WS 91 
 

Lot 314D 

3) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – H. Upmann #2  
The similarities with the Montecristo cigars are present in almost all the 
sizes of the Upmann brand. This No. 2 is one of the tapered cigars par 
excellence, since the care that put into the making of the H. Upmann, at 
times, is not present in the Montecristo cigars. The only, difference would 
be barely in one degree less of strength. Magnificent draw and 
combustion. A great Habano, only for real enthusiasts. 
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(2) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – Romero y Julieta Casadore  
Cazadores means Hunters in Spanish and this cigar is certainly to be 
hunted down for your pleasure! Smoking one of these is like taking a 
ride through time and discovering the history of Cuban cigars. This cigar 
builds up in power through a distinct three phase approach. Rich honey 
and spice aromas mount in intensity to give one of the rarest finales of 
all Cuban cigars. A strong cigar and perfectly suited for the great 
outdoors, Cazadores were traditionally aimed at smokers who like bitter flavours. The bitter 
flavour is the traditional flavour that Havanophiles seek. The more bitter the better and more 
authentic. Power and bitterness are equated to tradition in cigar smoking. The indigenous local 
population of Cuba where called Taino and it was them who created the first Cigars which 
where hand rolled, slightly different from today, and they were very strong and very bitter. 
Cazadores has a little more refinement than those ancient and traditional cigars but it is 
inspired by the Taino cigars. These are made for seasoned smokers so be wary! 
 

(1) 375 ml Hudson – Baby - Bourbon  
A very unique bourbon (we almost put it in the American Whiskey category) it 
is double distilled then aged in 3 gallon casks (industry standard is 53 gallons) 
so the aging/wood to whiskey ratio is much higher than standard. This yields 
an interesting taste profile as you have a good wood component in a young 
fresh tasting whiskey - usually a mutually exclusive proposition. Each bottle is 
hand filled and numbered. 
Copper penny, patina copper color - a younger whisky than some we have 
tried recently (older whisky has more of a red shift in the color). Corn, vanilla 
and crisp oak notes on nosing. Nice edge line on the glass when you swirl it, 
smooth layer of whisky forms scallops and a few thin legs on swirling. 
Corn and oak. You can smell the oak's influence on the whiskey in the peppery scent and the 
vanilla notes. There are lots of oak influences on the whisky both in color and smell. 
Corn, oak, vanilla and some fresh ginger notes with some sweetness to it. Vanilla and caramel 
come out from the oak barrels. Warming finish with fat oaky notes, balanced by vanilla and 
sweetness of the corn. 
 

Lot 314 E 
3) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – H. Upmann #2  
The similarities with the Montecristo cigars are present in almost all the 
sizes of the Upmann brand. This No. 2 is one of the tapered cigars par 
excellence, since the care that put into the making of the H. Upmann, at 
times, is not present in the Montecristo cigars. The only, difference 
would be barely in one degree less of strength. Magnificent draw and 
combustion. A great Habano, only for real enthusiasts. 
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(2) Rudy’s Special Selection Cigars – Romero y Julieta Casadore  
Cazadores means Hunters in Spanish and this cigar is certainly to be 
hunted down for your pleasure! Smoking one of these is like taking a 
ride through time and discovering the history of Cuban cigars. This cigar 
builds up in power through a distinct three phase approach. Rich honey 
and spice aromas mount in intensity to give one of the rarest finales of 
all Cuban cigars. A strong cigar and perfectly suited for the great 
outdoors, Cazadores were traditionally aimed at smokers who like bitter flavours. The bitter 
flavour is the traditional flavour that Havanophiles seek. The more bitter the better and more 
authentic. Power and bitterness are equated to tradition in cigar smoking. The indigenous local 
population of Cuba where called Taino and it was them who created the first Cigars which 
where hand rolled, slightly different from today, and they were very strong and very bitter. 
Cazadores has a little more refinement than those ancient and traditional cigars but it is 
inspired by the Taino cigars. These are made for seasoned smokers so be wary! 

 
(1)  750 ml 14year Balvenie – Caribbean Cask – Single Malt Scotch 
Caribbean Cask has been matured in traditional oak whisky casks for 14 years, and then 
‘finished’ in casks that previously held Caribbean rum.  

To create the ideal finish, Malt Master David Stewart filled American oak casks 
with his own blend of select West Indian rums. When he judged the casks to 
be ready, the rum was replaced with the 14 year old spirit and the wood was 
put to work adding the final touches. 

The result is an exceptional single malt whisky with the traditional smooth, 
honeyed character of The Balvenie, married with notes of toffee and a hint of 
fruit, with a warm, lingering finish. 

Lot 315 
CHARDONNAY PARTY 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear  and Alan Lampear 
 

(1) 3 L 2007 Patz &Hall, Hyde Vineyard - Carneros, Chardonnay 
While this wine is profoundly consistent from vintage to vintage, the 
2007 bottling of our HYDE VINEYARD Carneros Chardonnay may set a 
new benchmark, combining all the classic Hyde elements with an 
effortless sense of grace and precision. From its white flower and 
marmalade aromatics to its flavors of peach, spicy pear, cinnamon, 
clove, hazelnut and honeycomb, this multifaceted wine seamlessly 
balances beautiful acids with a plush, creamy quality—ultimately 
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leading to a rich and satisfying finish. 
More orange marmalade, pineapple, honeysuckle, and candied fruit aromas jump from the 
glass of the deep, full-bodied, elegant, mineral-laced 2007 Chardonnay Hyde Vineyard. The 
wood is pushed well to the background in this layered, well-textured offering.  WE 94 
 

Lot 316 
MUGA MAGNUM 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear  and Alan Lampear 
 
(1) 1.5 L 2007 Bodegas Muga – Reserva - Rioja 
The 2007 Reserva is a blend of 70% Tempranillo with the balance 
Garnacha, Mazuelo, and Graciano aged initially for 6 months in wood 
vats followed by 24 months in 60% new French and American oak prior 
to bottling without filtration. It displays classic Rioja aromas of cedar, 
leather, mineral, a hint of balsamic, and assorted black fruits. Layered 
on the palate but slightly austere at present, it has the structure to 
evolve for another 4-6 years at which point it is likely to have filled out 
thus meriting a higher rating. Drink this impressive Rioja from 2015 to 
2027. WA 91 
 

Lot 317  
ROBERT STOREY CELLARS 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan Lampear 
 
(3)    750 ml 2011 Robert Storey Cellars – Reserve – 

Kristen’s Vineyard  – Sonoma – Cabernet Sauvignon 
Nicely layered and textured with mainly dark red fruit including black cherries, 
dark raspberry and plum with notes of cassis, roses and vanilla oak. A silky 
mouth feel. WTSO 90 

 
Lot 318 
TIFFANY SIERRA PLATTER 
Donated by Tina Moran  
 
(1) Tiffany Sierra Square Crystal Platter  
A gift for entertaining. Platter in crystal. 11.75" square. 
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Lot 319 

BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO MAGNUMS 

Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan Lampear 

(2)     1.5 L 2007 Piancornello – Brunello di Montalcino  
The 2007 Brunello di Montalcino caresses the palate with expressive layers of 
dark red cherries, flowers, incense and tobacco. Fine, silky tannins provide the 
backbone as the wine opens up in the glass. The 2007 boasts gorgeous nuance 
and definition from start to finish. This is a striking wine from Piancornello. The 
estate gave the Brunello 36 months in a combination of tonneau and cask. I was 
quite taken with the wines I tasted from Piancornello this year. The estate is 
located in the southern part of Montalcino, where the wines typically show 
considerable breadth and richness. Anticipated maturity: 2015-2027. WA 94 
Dark, inky and thick, this hearty Brunello begs for succulent meat or barbecued 
grilled steak. It opens with ripe fruit, blackberry, plum, prune and background 
rendering of spice, leather and cigar box. It shows a big, bold style with loads of 
soft density and opulence. Good structure too. Drink after 2015. WS 93 
 

Lot 320 
NAPA VALLEY CABS 
Donated by Pam Lupo 
 
(1)  750 ml 2006 Beringer – Home Vineyard – St. Helena  - 

Cabernet Sauvignon  

The 2006 St. Helena Home Vineyard is a rich, extracted and balanced wine with 
blackberry and cassis aromas layered with dark chocolate and licorice flavors. 
This Cabernet Sauvignon from St. Helena Home Vineyard is a rich, extracted and 
balanced wine with blackberry and cassis aromas layered with dark chocolate and 
licorice flavors. The St. Helena Home Vineyard is a rich, extracted and balanced wine 
with blackberry and cassis aromas layered with dark chocolate and licorice 
flavors. WA 92 
 

(1)  750 ml 2007 Groth – Oakville - Napa Valley - Cabernet Sauvignon  

A classic Napa Valley cabernet, this grows at Groth’s 21.8 Reserve Vineyard on 
the Oakville Crossroad. It’s a parcel of high ground on the valley floor, the best-
draining soil on the estate, replanted in 1999 and 2000. The young vines 
produced a tightly structured 2007, layering fresh woodland cherry flavors 
over supple tannins. There’s power in those tannins, expressed in a chipped 
mineral character as the wine evolves with air. The tension between zesty fruit 
and dark tannins gives this wine its rounded form. Tight and concentrated, 
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with a dense, rich, chewy beam of dried currant, mineral, graphite, black cherry and blackberry 
fruit that's intense and full-blown, both flexing its muscle while displaying deft balance. The 
wine ends with a compact, layered finish. Best from 2012 through 2022. WS 94 
 

(1)  750 ml 2010 St. Clement - Napa Valley - Merlot  

The 2010 Napa Valley Merlot opens with generous aromas of cranberry, red 
plum, pomegranate and dark chocolate, with an enticing herbal note of 
eucalyptus. Juicy pomegranate remains consistent on the palate and is joined by 
subtle nuances of spice and black pepper, and a hint of sweet smoke from oak 
barrels add a welcomed complexity. The vibrant fruit and oak integration carries 
through to the finish, while the fine, dusty tannins softly structure this elegant 
wine. 
 

Lot 321 
MONDAVI DOUBLE MAGNUM 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan Lampear 
 
(1)  3 L 2011 Robert Mondavi  Winery – Napa Valley- Cabernet   

Sauvignon   

The 2011 growing season brought tenacious morning fog, unseasonably cool weather 
and rainfall at flowering time and during harvest, in October. The good news is that 
the cool conditions prolonged the ripening season, which translates to optimum 
flavor maturity at relatively low brix (sugar). In one of the latest harvests on record, 
we began our Cabernet harvest on September 27th. Just before a brief October 
storm, our vineyard crew took steps to improve air flow in the fruit zone. 
Genevieve noted that, "With its thick skin and loose cluster formation Cabernet is 
quite resilient in wet weather. Overall, the rains trimmed our yields by about 20% 
but the long growing season brought beautiful flavor development at lower brix." 
We completed our Cabernet harvest on October 29th.  
The grapes were hand harvested in the cool of the morning and gently de-
stemmed into stainless steel tanks (purity of fruit expression) and oak tanks 
(added complexity and depth of flavor) for a warm fermentation. A 26-day 
maceration maximized the extraction of color and flavor and polished the tannins 
for a rich, supple mouth feel. The new wine was transferred to sixty-gallon French oak barrels 
(13% new) for malolactic fermentation, seamlessly integrating fruit and oak flavors. The wine 
was blended with complementary varieties though repeated tasting trials over 16 months 
barrel aging and bottled in May of 2013.  

This is a classic wine example of intensity, tempered by elegance and finesse. A lush, fruity core 
of ripe blackberry, juicy red and black currant and sweet crème de cassis fleshes out steadily on 
the palate, interwoven with black currant leaf, mocha and a savory hint of black pepper. There’s 
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a refreshing brightness to the fruit from the beginning all the way through to the lingering, 
velvety finish.  

 
Lot 322  
PURE MICHIGAN – BRYS ESTATE SAMPLER 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan Lampear 
 
 
 
 
 
(1)  750 ml 2010 Brys Estate, Old Mission Peninsula, Cabernet Franc 
When it comes to Michigan red wines on the Lower Peninsula, there’s an 
unmistakable terroir in the nose — something a bit gamey and unusual for 
New World wines. Perhaps there is still an element of rusticism that has not 
been entirely carved out yet as opposed to the wines further West. Whatever 
the case may be, this wine has it, with a similarly characteristic bell pepper 
note thanks to the Cabernet Franc grapes used, followed by unsweetened 
cocoa and dark berries.  
The 2010 Brys Estate Cabernet Franc showcases the terroir of our beautiful 
estate vineyard. It is rich and complex with cherry and dark berry flavors. This wine offers a 
luscious mouth feel with hints of dark chocolate and berry. Enjoy with red meats, especially 
lamb, or any seasonal game, or simply by itself. 
 

(1)  750 ml 2011 Brys Estate, Old Mission Peninsula, 
Reisling 
This well balanced Riesling shows beautiful pear, peach and apricot aromatics. 
The mid-palate shows an array of stone fruits and is soft and viscous with slight 
citrus tones on the finish. This 100% Estate Grown German Style wine will 
appeal to the sophisticated Riesling drinker. 
 

 
 

(1) 750 ml 2011 Brys Estate, Old Mission Peninsula, 
Pinot Blanc 

Aromas of pear and delicious golden apple, with a clean and fresh mid palate 
and key lime on the finish, make this a great wine with food as well as a 
refreshing summer wine on its own. Brys Estate is one of only a handful of Pinot 
Blanc producers in Michigan. 
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(1)  750 ml 2011 Brys Estate, Old Mission Peninsula, 
Gewurztraminer 
German style, this semi-sweet wine has a hint of spiciness and flavors of lychee, 
rose petals, orange blossoms. A perfect wine with spicier foods and Asian cuisine. 

 

(1)  750 ml 2011 Brys Estate, Old Mission Peninsula, 
Merlot 
This wine offers berry and plum notes on the nose with a luscious and creamy 
mouth feel. Nice fruit and spice finish out this wine. Aged in traditional French 
oak barrels for 14 months. Pair this Merlot with any red meat, fall stews, 
venison and pork, or simply by itself. 
 

(1)  750 ml 2011 Brys Estate, Old Mission Peninsula, 
Pinot Noir 
Pinot Noir is the ultimate food pairing wine, with its soft, very tender tannins, 
making this a very sleek, smooth, easy drinking red wine that also goes well 
with white meats like fish, veal, pork and chicken.  The 2011 Pinot Noir has 
black cherry, white pepper, and spice on the nose while the palate is viscous 
and luscious with a long memorable finish of fruit, spice and well integrated 
French oak. 

 
Lot 323 
RIDGE MAGNUM 
Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Alan Lampear 
 
(1) 1.5 L 2011 Ridge – Geyserville – Sonoma - Zinfandel 
Ruby color; scented bramble fruit, mint, gravelly earth, sweet oak; 
black tea, sweet cherry fruit, medium chalky tannins, sensuous, 
layered, complex minerals, old vine/field-blend fruits and lively 
acidity. A long savory finish. This tart and appealingly rustic wine, 
with black cherry and dill aromas, featuring briary flavors of plum, 
tobacco and herbs that finish on a slightly earthy note. Zinfandel, 
Carignane, Petite Sirah, Alicante Bouschet and Mataro. Drink now 
through 2018. WS 87  
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Lot 324 
THE BRUERY II 
Donated by Gordon Stevens  
 

(1)     750ml NV The Bruery – Sucre’  
May is our anniversary month and we are excited to release Sucre, our 
sixth anniversary ale this week! This beer is brewed in the English-style 
Old Ale tradition using our house Belgian yeast strain and then blended 
using the solera method, where a portion of each of our anniversary 
ales is saved in our barrels and blended in with the next year’s 
production, providing more complexity and depth of character that 
comes with age. BA 96 
 
(1)  750ml NV  The Bruery – Sour In The Rye 

This American Wild Rye Ale was brewed with a substantial portion of rye malt, and 
the spicy character of the grain asserts itself with clove and pepper in the aroma 
and flavor. Add in sour cherry notes from our special blend of micro-organisms 
and vanilla from the red wine barrels and you’ve got a mouthful!  
ABV varies from year to year. This ale is brewed with 40% rye as a base malt and 

let our sour yeast and bacteria eat away at it in oak barrels for over a year creating a sour ale 
with a complex character of rye spice, oak and a subtle funk. BA 95 
 
 
(1)      750ml NV The Bruery – Tart of Darkness 
We brewed a stout (no, not Black Tuesday, this one is only 5% abv if you 
can believe it), but we then decided to throw it into oak barrels...and 
added our special blend of souring bacterias and yeasts. The result is a 
perfectly tart yet awesomely dark and roasty sour stout. Not a style you 
see too often - and in our opinion, not a style you see often enough. BA 
94 
 

(1) 750ml NV The Bruery – White Oak  
Early summer, this barrel aged wheat wine is coming out very nicely 
(12% ABV) White Oak is a blended beer-- 50% wheat wine aged in 
Bourbon barrels (we call it "White Oak Sap"), and 50% Mischief (our 
Golden Strong Ale). Vivid caramel, coconut and vanilla flavors blanketed 
in a crisp yet robust wheat ale, White Oak is an exercise of balance. BA 
87 
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(1)     750ml NV The Bruery – Saison Rue  
Belgian Style Ale Brewed with Rye and Brettanomyces.  Our rustic, deep golden 
California farmhouse ale is brewed just a few times a year to celebrate the 
change of the season. BA 92 

 
(1) 750ml NV  The Bruery – Trade Winds 
Attractive scents of fresh lemon supremes, sweet grass, clean wheat, yeast and basil all 
welcome you into the glass, promising a refreshing experience… Cleansing carbonation and a 
great earthy spice character lift the medium-weight mouth feel and keeps things light and brisk 
on the dry finish. Well balanced and extremely drinkable. WE 95 

 
 
Lot 325 
FOUNDERS & SHORT’S 
Donated by Gordon Stevens  
 

(4)     btl  NV Founders – Devil Dancer 
When you dance with the Devil, the Devil don’t change. You do. Massive in 
complexity, the huge malt character balances the insane amount of alphas 

used to create it. At an incredible 112 IBUs, it’s dry-hopped with ten hop 
varieties. BA 88 
 
(4)     btl  NV Founders – Double Trouble 
An imperial IPA that was brewed to turn your world upside down. Hops 
will get you coming and going. Pungent aromatics up front pair with a 

malt-balanced backbone and a smooth, bitter finish. BA 94 
 
(3)     btl  NV Short’s – Kolsch 45 

Kolsch 45 is just what you need on a hot summer day. Kölsch 
beer originated in Cologne, Germany and is unique in that it 
is a warm fermented ale, but is aged like most traditional 
German lagers at a cool temperature. Though light in body 
and color, its prominent hoppiness and radiant yellow 
“straw” color sets it apart. As you taste Kolsch 45, you’ll 
notice that the head retains prominent, pleasant aromas. 

Light Pilsen and Munich malt aid in the crisp, refreshing nature of this beer. 
Hop bitterness is present without adding a lingering resonance. BA 86 
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(3)     btl  NV Short’s – Stroker Ace 
Stroker Ace is a bright, carrot-orange colored ale with fruity hop aromas of citrus 
zest. This brew is light bodied with low malt sweetness, which allows for an array 
of noticeable lemony flavors that range from citrus fruit to lemongrass. A proper 
IPA bitterness resonates in the back of the throat providing a slight lingering bite, 
and an increasing dryness. BA 82 
 
(3)     btl  NV Short’s – Nightwheeler 
Night Wheeler is a dark black lager with bold roasted malt and faint citrus hop aromas.  Robust 
flavors of burnt cocoa and roasted espresso barely give way to some mild orange and grapefruit 
hoppiness.  Night Wheeler’s light body and crisp nature allows for a showcased bitterness that 
seems delayed at first, but builds to a powerful finish. BA 80 
 
(3)     btl  NV Short’s – Wit Happens 
Wit Happens is a Belgian White beer brewed with coriander, grains of paradise, and 
orange peel. Delicate aromas of sweet citrus and bready malt rise from this hazy pale 
yellow ale. Although perceivably low on the nose, the spicy contributions from the 
Belgian yeast come through instantly upon first taste, offering pleasant clove 
complements to the additional peppery flavors. Followed by a soft banana-like 
sweetness and a mildly pleasant tang, the finish is relatively clean marked by a slight 
spiciness and a touch of bitterness. BA 86 
 
(2)     btl  NV Short’s – Pandemonium 
Pandemonium Pale Ale is a coppered-colored American Pale Ale that lends its hue 
to hearty two-row malts and hand selected specialty grains. Glacier hops balance 
the malt character, resulting in bountiful hoppy flavors and earthy aromas. Behold 
the bitter hysteria! BA 82 
 
(2) btl  NV Short’s – Local’s 
Local’s Light is a light, yet very tasty lager. The light pilsen malt creates a soft and subtle flavor 
profile that finishes crisp and clean on your palate. 
Local’s Light is a perfect beer for the seasoned craft brew enthusiast and someone new to 
microbrews. When Short’s first opened, there was not a great deal of craft beer available in the 
area. Joe Short wanted to create a beer that would appeal to new craft beer drinkers who lived in 
Michigan, and introduce them to the complex flavors of other beer styles.  
 
(2)     btl  NV Short’s – Prolonged  Enjoyment 
Prolonged Enjoyment has a huge earthy hop fragrance of green grass, pine, and citrus 
fruit. The sweet, malty flavors are met quickly by zesty American hop characteristics. 
This India Pale Ale has a light body but is packed with extraordinary bitterness. Bitter 
qualities linger briefly, before the mildly dry finish takes over. BA 85 
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(2) btl  NV Short’s – Bellaire Brown 

Bellaire Brown is a full-flavored brown ale that derives sweet caramel and toasted 
qualities from four different kinds of malt and specialty grains. Select hop varieties 
create an enticing aroma and dry finish. Bellaire Brown is very dark and rich, which 
makes it hard to classify as a brown, but it is certainly considered a delicious 
masterpiece. 

Bellaire Brown was originally created to appeal to people who enjoyed drinking 
coffee, and to beer drinkers who are not interested in hoppy options. When Joe 
Short was creating the Bellaire Brown recipe, he desired a beer that was meatier and 
burlier than most browns. Bellaire Brown is a great gate-way beer for drinkers to be 

introduced to darker beer varieties. BA 85 

(2)btl  NV Short’s – Soft Parade 
Soft Parade is a gourmet specialty pour that is brewed with toasted rye flakes 
and two-row malted barley. Loaded with pureed strawberries, blueberries, 
raspberries and blackberries, we refer to this fermented potion as a fruit 
infused rye ale. The result is a refreshing fruit delicacy that is easy to drink, 
visually appealing, and finishes dry. 

Soft Parade was originally developed because Joe Short wanted to create a beer 
that incorporated a medley of berries, had a great color, and appealed to wine drinkers. The 
name Soft Parade stemmed from two moments in Joe Short’s life. First, because Joe worked as 
a brewer at the Traverse Brewing Company and The Doors album, The Soft Parade, played 
every day at the end of the brew shift. The second moment occurred when Joe was driving by 
himself, flipping through CD’s in his car, and came across The Soft Parade album again. At the 
time, The Soft Parade beer had not been named and it dawned on Joe that the medley of fruit 
infusing into the golden beer reminded him of a soft parade. That day the beer was named! BA 
82 

(2) btl  NV Short’s – Huma Lupalicious 
Huma Lupa Licious’ name derives from the hop plant, Humulus lupulus. It is Short’s 
best-selling India Pale Ale. Huma Lupa Licious is brewed with five different hop 
varieties, providing a punch to the palate. Between the beer’s abundance of hops, 
and the type of hops used in its creation, it has a delicious bitter taste and enticing 
citrus aroma. The hearty malt bill melds well with the hops for a perfect balance. 

Huma Lupa Licious is the product of Joe Short wanting to create the ultimate IPA 
experience. Originally, Huma Lupa Licious was named Humulus Lupulus Maximus, 
and went through several recipe changes before settling on the recipe we know 
and love today. BA 91 
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Lot 326 
PAHLMEYER PROPRIETARY RED BLEND 
Donated by Tom and Mary Ellen Fise 
 
 (1) 750 ml 2010 Pahlmeyer Proprietary Red Blend - Napa Valley 
This wine's stunning intensity begins with its inky hue. Aromas of super ripe 
cassis, blueberry, blackberry and fig are under- scored by worn leather, anise 
and shiso mint. On the palate, the entry is rich and viscous, leading to plush, dusty 
tannins and fetching flavors of dark, ripe berries, figs and chocolate. Warm 
baking spice balances minerality on the finish, inviting taste after taste of this 
exceptionally compelling blend of 82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Merlot, 6% 
Cabernet Franc, 2% Petit Verdot and 1% Malbec. 

Mocha, espresso, cloves and blackberry jam are some of many nuances that 
emerge from the 2010 Red Blend. A deep, rich wine, the 2010 boasts stunning 
aromatics, beautifully chiseled fruit and fabulous overall balance. I sense a 
slightly less sweet, overt style than in previous years, yet at the same time, 
there is plenty of richness in the glass. I suspect the 2010 will still be going 
strong at age 20. Today, it is flat-out gorgeous. Anticipated maturity: 2015-
2030. WA 95 

Big, bold and expressive, featuring ripe, juicy plum and wild berry flavors, with 
touches of spice and cedar. Impressively supple, with a finish gripped by 
graceful and refined tannins. Drink now through 2023. WS 92 

 

Lot 327 
THE PRISONER 
Donated by Charles Dankmeyer 
 
(1) 750 ml 2012 The Prisoner - Napa Valley 
The Prisoner truly is... “one of a kind”. When Dave Phinney (founder) launched 
the wine in 2003, there really was no other wine like it. Inspired and created by 
the drinkable “mixed blacks” first made by the Italian immigrants who originally 
settled in the Napa Valley, it was innovative and unique. In the late '90s a 
handful of Napa producers took an interest in making this style of wine. The 
blend soon began to incorporate not only Zinfandel, but also Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Syrah, Petite Sirah, Charbono, and Grenache. Deep, jammed with 
fruit character, this ripe version offers plenty of new oak, revealing a rich 
texture and zesty flavors of smoky licorice, blackberry cobbler and cracked 
pepper. WS 92 
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Lot 328 
AMERICAN & FRENCH MAGNUMS 
Donated by Charles Dankmeyer 
 
(1) 750 ml 2010 Cline Cellars – Cashmere - Sonoma 
Cashmere is a very flavorful, smooth wine offering big cherry, raspberry and 
chocolate notes with hints of cracked black pepper and plum. One of the 
most versatile reds we produce, try Cashmere as an accompaniment to 
grilled salmon, pork roast or duck. A Blend of: 41% Mourvedre, 41% Syrah, 
18% Grenache 
Another great buy is the Cotes du Rhone-like blend, the 2010 Cashmere 
Proprietary Red, a 20,000 case blend of Mourvedre, Syrah and Grenache 
aged for 9 months (one quarter in oak barrels). A dark ruby color is 
accompanied by abundant notes of kirsch, lavender and pepper as well as a 
hint of licorice. This surprisingly complex, medium-bodied, fruit-dominated 
red offers both power and elegance, and should be compatible with a 
number of dishes. It should drink well for 1-2 years. WA 87  

 
(1) 750 ml 2012 Chateau Poitevin – Medoc – Cru Bourgeois 
This has ripe and polished fruit, with hints of mint and new wood. A ripe 
blackberry flavor pushes through the firm tannins, and it should become 
richer over the next 5–6 years. The vineyard is situated in the northern 
part of the Médoc appellation.  
Alluring, with a polished structure that lets the smoldering bay leaf, anise, 
steeped plum and warm paving stone notes play out. Shows latent grip 
and solid depth. Best from 2014 through 2022.  
Immediate and charming! This dark, ruby-colored claret is crammed with 
delicious, ripe berry fruit aromas that leap from the glass. The flavor is 
even more impressive with waves of black fruit, tangy red cherry notes, 
sweet cocoa and espresso notes and a hint of mineral. Medium-bodied, with ultra-fine tannins. 
No need to cellar, it's drinking sensationally now, but a few years in the cellar may reveal even 
more character.  
Firm tannins frame straightforward flavors of plum, tar and herbs in this chewy red. Floral and 
mineral notes add interest. Offers lively acidity, with a clean, fresh finish. Drink now through 
2016. WS 88 
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LIVE AUCTION LOTS 

OPENS 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

Lot 401 
MARILYN MONROE VELVET SERIES MAGNUMS 

Donated by Anita Liberman-Lampear and Friend 
 
 (1) 1.5 L 2002 Marilyn, Red Dress, Napa Valley 
The 2002 Marilyn Merlot grapes were harvested by our longtime growers from 
vineyards in the heart of the Napa Valley. This portrait of Marilyn wearing an easter 
hat was in a group of photos discovered in an abandoned brownstone in New York in 
the 1970's. The photographer is believed to be Carl Perutz. 
The 2002 vintage Marilyn Merlot is a blend of 91% Merlot and 9% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. A significant addition of Cabernet adds greater complexity to the aromas 
and flavors of the predominately Merlot based wine. Our annual addition of 25% new 
oak barrels results in aromas of toasted vanilla beans that nicely enhance the plush 
flavors of the black fruits. 
 

(1) 1.5 L 2003 Marilyn, Red Dress, Napa Valley 
A chance meeting in Hollywood between photographer Tom Kelley and an aspiring 
but unknown actress led to a two-hour photo session on May 27, 1949 that made 
history and established Marilyn Monroe as the ultimate sex symbol of the 20th 
century. The ten stunningly beautiful photographs from the historic session became 
known as the "Red Velvet" series, each one a portrait of Marilyn Monroe posing on a 

red velvet drape.   
 

 (1) 1.5 L 2004 Marilyn, Red Dress, Napa Valley 
The 2004 Vintage of Marilyn Merlot is a blend of 90% Merlot and 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon. We like the structure and character that Cabernet gives this wine. Our 
typical use of 25% new oak barrels each year gives aromas of toasted vanilla beans 
and a more complex mouth feel from the new oak tannins. The fruit flavors are soft 
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and ripe Vineyards for this wine continue to be from our longtime growers ranging in location 
from Yountville to St. Helena in the heart of the Napa Valley. 
 
 

Lot 402 
GLORIA FERRER CHAMPAGNE & GLASSES 
Donated by Richard and Marbee Gingras  

 
(6)  750ml 2003 Gloria Ferrer – Carneros Cuvee - Champagne 

The Carneros Cuvée is Gloria Ferrer’s flagship Tête de Cuvée sparkling wine.  It is a 
made from  the most premium fruit from our Carneros vineyards. The quality of the 
fruit together with our winemaker’s blending expertise has resulted in another 
glorious vintage. 

Our 2003 vintage is a blend of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, offering a synthesis of 
effusive ripe fruit expression with superb structure and finesse.  With over nine 
years en tirage and a minimum of six months of additional aging on the cork, this 
decade old wine is remarkably fresh, rich and complex.   It represents the 
ultimate expression of our house style. WS 90 

 (4)  Champagne Flutes  
 
 
 
 
Lot 403  
DOS CABEZAS SAMPLER  
Donated by Frank Bostock 
 
(2) 750 ml 2012  Dos Cabezas - Red 

 
(2) 750 ml 2013  Dos Cabezas - Pink 

We have designated small blocks of Garnacha & Monastrell at our Cimarron 
vineyard to be farmed only to make this dry pink wine. It has been reported that uncapping 
bottles of this wine can actually cause spring. Nearby trees will bud out & animals will suddenly 
feel compelled to seek mates - be warned. Looking like pale, pink gold this wine smells of wild 
Oregon strawberries smeared on a slab of raw grey granite. Lime zest too. While lively & tart, 
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there is an ethereal, Adrian creamy foam quality on the tongue that satisfies without fatigue. 
Don't pair this wine as much as partner with it - for the duration of summer. 
 

 
(2) 750 ml 2012  Dos Cabezas - Toscano 

The 2012 Toscano is 75% Sangiovese and 25% Cabernet Franc from our Cimarron 
Vineyard near Willcox, AZ. Garnet colored, deceptively light & bright cherry fruit 
leather flavors with balanced grip. Persistent, sticky red fruit doesn't exactly finish.  
 
 

 

 (2) 750 ml 2013  Dos Cabezas - Meskeoli 
A blend of all of the white grapes we grow; Viognier, Roussanne, Picpoul, Riesling, 
Malvasia, Muscat & Albariño at the Cimarron vineyard near Willcox, AZ. An almost 
sonorous, taught piano wire grade tension on the nose with monsoon wetted asphalt, 
jasmine, sassafrass & yellow/green citrus. In the mouth, the citrus themed vibrancy 
persists & resonates with super fresh melon, pear & apple qualities. The vibrant 
tension abides with a culinary mass, the gravity of which summer foods will fail to 
resist. Thai, Mexican seafood, salads featuring melons, fennel & citrus are all solid 
pairings. 
 

 
 

(2) 750 ml 2010  Dos Cabezas - El Norte 

The 2010 Dos Cabezas El Norte is a blend of Granche, Syrah, Mourvedra and 
Counoise grapes.  The wine has a bright and forest-y red fruit noise, and it blooms on 
the palate with sticky spicy red fruit and micro-fine tannins. With smells of bright and 
fresh foresty dark red fruits. Deceptively light upon oral entry - it is sort of like one of 
those tiny, capsule encased sponge dinosaurs that grow 100x in water - but it is wine 
and this expansion happens in your mouth. It blooms on the palate with sticky, spicy 
red fruit & pulverized micro fine tannin. 
 

(2)    750 ml 2011 Dos Cabezas – Aguileon 
All of the fruit for this wine comes from our Cimarron Vineyard near Willcox in southern 
Arizona. A selection of 88% Tempranillo, 6% Graciano & 6% Mourvedre that spent a solid 24 
months (2 full years!) gestating in woody cocoons made of new & used French & American oak. 
To be somewhat grossly specific, once poured into a glass the color & body of the wine remind 
me of those pint bags full of blood I've seen at hospitals - perhaps (but not likely) an indication 
of the wine's potential for bodily nourishment. The nose is a densely woven mat of fallen pine 
needles, woodsy spice & juiced pomegranate. With a light descent into your oral airspace, it 
touches down on your tongue-y tarmac with a savory/juicy/tannic harmony that is intense & 
engaging without burden. Àguileòn is a loyal hunting companion - working well at the table 
with most any wild beast commonly harvested from land or air & dealt with simply & 
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thoughtfully. I'd also recommend hearty/spicy (spice spicy, not hot pepper spicy) dishes like the 
ones we've enjoyed preparing at home from Ottolenghi & Tamimi's "Jerusalem: A Cookbook" - 
many of which are plant based. Last year, the San Francisco Chronicle cited the 2010 Àguileòn 
as a great example of American Tempranillo... the 2011 will grab that torch & run with it. 
 
Lot 404 
ITALIANO VINO GRANDE 
Donated by Ron & Adrianna Manganiello 
 
(1) 750 ml 2007 Tenuta Il Poggione – Brunello di Montalcino -  
Reserva 

The estate’s 2007 Brunello di Montalcino has developed beautifully over 
the last year. Freshly cut flowers, dark raspberries, spices and mint all take 
shape in a 2007 that impresses for its freshness and pure energy. Sweet 
roses and violets linger on the finish. I imagine the 2007 will enjoy a very 
broad drinking window. Today it is drop-dead gorgeous. The combination 
of dry extract above 34 and acidity north of 6% is exceedingly rare and 
suggests the wine will age for several decades. Anticipated maturity: 2017-
2047. WA 95 

 
(1) 750 ml 2009  Renato Ratti – Barolo – Marcenasco - Piedmont 

The 2009 Barolo Marcenasco shows sweet fruit flavors of black cherry and 
cassis set against darker tones of black licorice, tar and cola. Definitely on the 
“modern” side of the winemaking spectrum, with distant notes of mocha 
and espresso to fatten up its aromatic bouquet, the wine shows excellent 
harmony and overall balance. The sweet tannins, and fleshy fruit consistency 
suggest this wine is almost ready to drink. Anticipated maturity: 2014-2022. 
WA 91 
The 2009 Renato Ratti Marcenasco brings pretty aromas and flavors of ripe cherries, dried 
strawberries, smoke, tar, mint and floral. The structure, balance and focus here are excellent as 
it ends long and chewy with flavors of chocolate covered berries leaving a lasting 
impression.  An incredible Barolo. Best 2014-2023. IWR 92 
 

(1) 750 ml 2010  Tignanello – Marchesi Antinori - Toscana 

An intense ruby red in color, the aromas of the wine are characterized by 
a powerful varietal expressiveness, with ample notes of red fruit, 
raspberries, and liquorice. On the palate, the wine, still very young, 
immediately shows firm tannins with much polish and finesse as well, 
along with a balancing, tonic acidity and savory mineral notes which add 
length and persistence to the finish and aftertaste. 



 

[44] 

 

Marked by new oak, this red reveals cherry, currant, vanilla, smoke and chocolate flavors, 
backed by a powerful rearguard of tannins. Stays fresh through the lingering finish. Sangiovese, 
Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Best from 2016 through 2032. WS 92 
 

(1) 750 ml 2011  Guidalberto – Tenuta San Guido - Toscana 

The buzz is back. Italy’s most iconic wine estate – the ground zero for all 
fine wine made in the country today – has entered an exciting new chapter 
with a renewed sense of purpose. This change was not sparked by any 
single event, rather a confluence of events starting with a fortuitous string 
of great vintages. I point to the 2009 Sassicaia that so closely recalls the 
glorious 1985 in its beauty and profound abundance. Driving his Jeep 
through his vineyards, with all those little Jack Russell heads straining 
through the open windows, Marchese Nicolo Incisa della Rocchetta has 
good reason to smile. Much of coastal Tuscany once served as a giant 
hunting reserve for Florentine nobility. 
Made with Cabernet Sauvignon (60%) and Merlot, the 2011 Guidalberto opens to dark, rich 
concentration and beautiful aromatic intensity. You really feel the weight and importance of 
the wine thanks to its shapely aromas of dark fruit, plum, spice and bitter chocolate. The mouth 
feel is incredibly supple and the rich density is long lasting. Anticipated maturity: 2014-2022. 
WA 92 
 
 

Lot 405 
M…M…GREAT MALBEC 
Donated by Kel and Sue Bergmann 
 
(1) 750 ml 2009 Capataz – Mendoza - Malbec  

Anyone familiar with Darioush Khaledi’s Napa estate knows that he doesn’t 
mess around when it comes to making a statement. In partnering with a like-
minded friend and vineyard owner in Argentina, their statement is that 
Mendoza can make a Malbec to age alongside top Bordeaux. Brooding black 
fruits, cocoa powder and wild berries are buttressed with the sort of spine and 
acidity that promises a lengthy cellar run. This is a black tux red that got our full 
attention. 
Aromas of bittersweet chocolate and dark cherry lead to boysenberry and dried cherry fruit 
with coriander, cinnamon and cigar tobacco. The velvety mouth feel is marked by cedar, dark 
chocolate and espresso. 
 

(1) 750 ml 2009  San Pedro de Yacochuya – 
Cafayate - Malbec 
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Malbec grown at an altitude of 6,500 feet; 16.1% alcohol; aged for 12 months in 60% new 
French oak. Bright ruby-red.  The wine exhibits exotic blackberry, molten chocolate, coffee and 
a wild whiff of game on the nose; just short of raisiny.  It is silky-sweet, round and fat, with an 
utterly seamless texture in light of the wine's very high alcohol.  With just enough acidity here 
to give shape to the rich blackberry and chocolate flavors. It finishes with sweet, even tannins 
and palate-saturating length.  This bruiser lacks finesse but will have its admirers. Enologist 
Michel Rolland makes this wine with the Etchart family. IWC 91 
Notes of ripe plum, spice and light toasty oak. The body is medium with good structure and a 
long finish. WA 90 
 

(1) 750 ml 2010  Catena – Alta Mendoza - Malbec 

Catena Alta is an assemblage of historic rows within the Catena family Estate 
vineyards. The blend of these historic rows, like the marriage of sounds that 
create a symphony, yields a highly aromatic and elegant wine that speaks for the 
earth and the vines that have been tended by the Catenas for four generations. 
The Catena Alta wines can usually be drunk starting at three years after harvest 
and into the following one to two decades. 
Nicola Catena planted his first Malbec vineyard in Mendoza in 1902. His grandson, 
Nicolás Catena, is known as the man who revolutionized Argentine wine and 
introduced high altitude Malbec to the world. The Historic Catena Zapata 
vineyards are planted with the Catena family’s proprietary selection of malbec 
plants: the Catena Cuttings. Catena Alta Malbec is sourced from Block 18 of the 
Angélica vineyard, Block 4 of the La Pirámide vineyard, Block 1 of the Nicasia 
vineyard and Blocks 3 & 9 of the Adrianna vineyard.  
Vineyard lots are harvested at different times to ensure optimal natural acidity and moderate 
alcohol levels. Whole berries are hand loaded into small format fermentation bins and 225-500 
L barrels; lots from each vineyard are treated individually; fermentation and maceration last for 
10 – 35 days; 30% cold maceration. Wild yeasts. Alcoholic and malolactic fermentation in 
barrel; wine undergoes active battonage to protect it and drastically reduce the amount of SO2 
needed. Aged for 18 months in French oak. 

 
(1) 750 ml 2011 Cuvelier Los Andes – Mendoza - Malbec 

Vivacious dark cherry and boysenberry fruit infused with violets and a touch of 
dried herbs. The palate is full-bodied with dense, muscular tannins. It has an 
enormous grip in the mouth. WA 91 
 
 

( 1) 750 ml 2011  Luca – Mendoza - Malbec 

It has a floral bouquet of wild strawberry, raspberry, 
rhubarb and a touch of Hoisin that is well-defined. It is 
very well-balanced and harmonious, with light    

strawberry, balsamic and pomegranate notes on the minerally finish. 
This is a superb Malbec. WA 91 
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(1) 750 ml 2011  Susana Balbo – Mendoza - Malbec 

A dense, chewy red, exhibiting dark raspberry coulis, blackberry reduction 
and plum skin notes that remain fresh through the smoke- and mineral-
tinged finish. Fine length. WS 90 
 

Lot 406 
A TASTE of PINOT 
Donated by Vinit Asar and Ron & Adrianna Manganiello 
 
(1) 750 ml 2011 Ken Wright Cellars - Shea 

Vineyard - Pinot Noir   
A return to elegance, this aromatic, inviting wine suggests ripe fruit 
dusted with cocoa powder. Raspberries pack a juicy wallop, balanced 
against hints of clean earth and ripe tannins. WE 91 
 

(1) 750 ml 2011 Ken Wright Cellars - Canary Hill 
Vineyard - Pinot Noir 

Canary Hill shines in this new vintage, with mixed and juicy fruit 
flavors of cranberry, raspberry and cherry. It has good grip and a well-
balanced herbal note, finishing with hints of green tea.” Cellar 
Selection WS 92 

 

(1)  750 ml 2011 Shea Wine Cellars - Shea Vineyard - Pinot Noir   
Shea Vineyard is one of Oregon's most famous Pinot Noir 
vineyards. The fruit for the Estate is sourced from 
throughout Shea Vineyard. The nose offers black cherry and 
the rich earthiness of forest floor, accented with violet floral 
notes. The palate is rich with additional hints of cocoa, 
supple fine grain tannins and a long, elegant finish. CT 89 
 

(1) 750 ml 2009 Big Table Farm - Resonance Vineyard - Pinot Noir 
Heady sense of candied red fruits, cola, vanilla and 
fresh rose. Juicy and lithe on the palate offering sappy 
raspberry and cherry-cola flavors given spine by tangy 
acidity.  IWC 92 
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Utilizing five mini-vinifications, including some with stems, Carver and Marcy have crafted a 
2010 Pinot Noir Resonance Vineyard that seems to aptly showcase the virtues of this 
biodynamically farmed site in the Coastal Range foothills west of Carlton on Peter Rosback's 
stylistically very different renditions of which I report in this issue under Sineann. Fresh cherry, 
rose hip, and hibiscus in the nose follow as inner-mouth perfume on a bright, juicy, energetic 
palate, with a savory undertone of clean, marrowy meatiness and with orange rind, fresh 
ginger, rose hip, and cherry pit all lending intrigue and invigoration to the finish. This beauty 
should prove fascinating as well as versatile over at least the next 6-8 years. WA 91 
 

(1) 750 ml 2010 Dumol – Russian River Valley – Pinot Noir   
The entry-level 2010 Pinot Noir is big, juicy and exuberant. There is no shortage 
of fruit in this flashy Pinot. The 2010 is a terrific effort considering its production 
of 4,600 cases. It is ideally enjoyed over the next few years. Winemaker Andy 
Smith describes 2009 as a “sweet, forward vintage,” while 2011 is more 
“dynamic and commercial.” Smith reserves his highest praise for 2010, which he 
calls his favorite among the three current vintages. In 2011, Smith bulked out 
20% of his Pinot Noirs, including the entire production of the Eoin. All the 2011 
Pinots came in before the rains. Smith used whole clusters only for the Aidan, as 
botrytis was an issue in all the other Pinot vineyards. The Charles Heintz 
Chardonnay came in after the rains. Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to taste the 
2011 Syrahs, as the final blends had not yet been put together at the time of this 
tasting. In broad terms, the DuMol Chardonnays are all fermented and aged in 
barrel, with no lees stirring. Some of the wines are aged in slightly larger 300-
liter barrels, and at times the malolactic fermentations are partly blocked, which 
results in wines that are texturally rich but also full of energy, a combination that 
is rare and hard to achieve. Anticipated maturity: 2013-2018. WA 88 
 

(1) 750 ml 2011 Bergstrom – Bergstrom Vineyard – Dundee Hills -  
Pinot Noir 
The 2011 Pinot Noir Bergstrom Vineyard is unusually dark 
berry-fruited as well as metaphorically sinister for its vintage. 
But sassafras, ginger, tamarind, iris root, and orange rind 
contribute piquant spiciness that I associate with 2011. 
Densely yet finely tannic and with refreshing juiciness, this 
sappy concentrate finishes with gripping, almost indelible 
piquancy as well as sizzling invigoration and mouthwatering 
salinity. I suspect it will merit attention through at least 2024.  
Josh Bergstrom – for much more about whose history, 
methods, and vineyard sources consult my Issue 202 report – 
was among those to comment while showing me his 2011s already in June of last year that he 
was amazed at how excitingly they were turning out; as well as how different from the 2010s, 
given the superficial similarity of their gross chemistries. “When I saw and tasted some of the 
fruit on the sorting table in 2011,” says Bergstrom, “I almost wept. But then something just 
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happened, and the wines came together.” I wasn’t able to elicit from him any hypotheses to 
explain the character difference between 2010 and 2011 (though others’ hypotheses are 
canvased in my introduction to this report); but Bergstrom was adamant that severe crop-
dropping was essential for 2011 quality, “and even at a ton or a ton-and-a-half per acres and 
harvesting into the second week of November, we still reached just 13% (natural) alcohol.” He 
performed only selective and minor chaptalization. Bergstrom continues to put great emphasis 
on the Willamette potential of Chardonnay and he has become convinced from his time spent 
working in Burgundy (where he still regularly does stints) that “they pick there for a style, 
rather than for maximum ripeness; and we need to determine what should be the style of 
Willamette Chardonnay.” That said, it’s pretty clear from talking with him as well as tasting his 
wines that Bergstrom takes Burgundy as something of a stylistic model, too, counting on the 
very different soils in which his vines are rooted to set a Willamette signature on his whites. “As 
a Willamette grower,” advocates Bergstrom, “you have to look at a great slope and say ‘I’m not 
going to put just Pinot Noir there, but also some Chardonnay.’ I think experimenting with co-
fermentation like in Cote Rotie is a great idea. But for now the amount of Chardonnay we grow 
is so precious that I have not put any into a Pinot Noir.” Bergstrom likes to emphasize continuity 
and consistency of winemaking regimen because, as he puts it, “I want the vineyard to be what 
makes the difference, not what I do to it.” Nonetheless, one of the things he reports having 
devoted considerable time to in recent years, both with Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, is matching 
each vineyard to the cooperages he determines to be best suited. (Perhaps not surprisingly, the 
chosen regimen of white wine barrels reflects those Burgundian coopers responsible for the 
lion’s share of barriques at the Cote d’Or addresses he most admires.) Bottling times for the 
different Pinots are another aspect being increasingly varied in an attempt to match them with 
site. The bottling of Shea, for example, has been moved up, and that of Bergstrom Vineyard 
delayed. Since I tasted most of the 2010s alongside their corresponding 2011s, I have included 
brief comments on the former – or even updated tasting notes in instances where they 
performed significantly differently 13 months after my having recorded the tasting notes 
published in Issue 202. And incidentally, the 2012 material in barrel here is awesome! WA 93 

 
 
(1)  750 ml 2011 Flowers – Sonoma Coast – Pinot Noir   
2011 started off dry and warm with temperatures in the 70s in January and early 
February.  This pattern broke in late February when temperatures plummeted and 
March rains delivered 20 inches and put us back to normal rainfall 
levels.  Consistent rain and colder temperatures pushed budbreak out to early 
April – the latest date in Flowers’ history.  Flowering occurred as normal in early 
June with near perfect weather.   The growing season was cool and fogs were 
prevalent below the ridge tops.  Very low yields in 2011 led to uniform ripening 
that allowed us to achieve phenolic ripeness at lower Brix, high natural acidity, and 
intense flavor concentration.  The 2011 harvest was fast and furious. We began 
picking early in anticipation of the notorious September heat spikes and all of the 
Pinot Noir was harvested well before the early October rains. 
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(1) 750 ml 2009 Mount Eden Vineyard – Estate – Santa Cruz 
Mountains - Pinot Noir 

The Mount Eden 2009 Pinot Noir Estate opens with striking aromatics 

that lead to an expressive core of sweet red berries, crushed flowers, 

tobacco and spices. It is an impeccably balanced, refined wine loaded 

with class. In short, this is an American classic. The wine should be even 

better in another few years once the aromas flesh out. The Estate was not 

racked until it was prepared for bottling, which was done with no fining 

or filtration. Anticipated maturity: 2012-2019. WA 93 
 
Lot 407 
LITTLE ORNELLAIA 
Donated by Scott & Cori Schneider 
 

(12) 750 ml 2012 Le Volte Dell’Ornellaia 
Le Volte dell’Ornellaia is the expression of a carefully crafted blend. The 
cuvée brings together the best terroirs of Tuscany and combines the 
Mediterranean expression of opulence and generosity with structure and 
complexity. The softness of Merlot, the firm structure and depth of 
Cabernet Sauvignon supported by the vivacious personality of 
Sangiovese, create a unique blend which reflects the integrity and style 
which inspire the philosophy of the Ornellaia Estate. 

2012 was a dry growing year, like 2011, with the scarcity of water 
already evident during a cold, dry winter. At budbreak, which occurred 
normally, a water deficit of some 100mm, compared to the multi-year 
average, was already evident. A mild, sunny spring brought good vine 
growth, with a rapid, consistent flowering. July and August were hot 
and almost rain-free, leading to fears of arrested ripening due to lack of 
water. However, veraison was completely normal and satisfactory. A 
few spells of rain in late August and early September increased the 
momentum of the ripening, and the fruit achieved fine overall ripeness, 
with optimal levels of aromatics and polyphenols. Harvest took place 
between 2 September and 4 October, just before the arrival of heavy 
autumn rains. 

The different varietals were fermented separately in small steel tanks to maintain their varietal 
characteristics intact. The alcoholic fermentation was followed by malolactic fermentation, 
again in steel tanks. 
The wine was then aged for 10 months in barriques ranging from 2-4 years old which had 
already been used for the ageing of Ornellaia. The time spent in small oak barrels improved the 
wine's structure, and softened its tannins. 
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Le Volte dell’Ornellaia is the expression of a carefully crafted blend. The cuvée brings together 
the best terroirs of Tuscany and combines the Mediterranean expression of opulence and 
generosity with structure and complexity. The softness of Merlot, the firm structure and depth 
of Cabernet Sauvignon supported by the vivacious personality of Sangiovese, create a unique 
blend which reflects the integrity and style which is inspired by Ornellaia’s own philosophy. 
2012 has given us a superb exemplar of Le Volte dell’Ornellaia. The warm but not excessively-
hot season favoured ideal ripeness levels in the fruit. The wine appears its classic rich hue, and 
boasts a bouquet that is generously fruity and subtly spiced. The elegant, silk-smooth tannins 
are immediately impressive, beautifully complemented by a vibrant, refreshing acidity. 
 
Lot 408     
KNIGHT’S BRIDGE DOUBLE MAGNUM 
Donated by Thomas Costin 
 

(1) 3 L 2008 Knights Bridge – Knights Valley - Cabernet Sauvignon 

Our estate Cabernet Sauvignon comes from two distinct blocks 
composed of three soil types: volcanic-ash tufa, ryolitic volcanic 
soils, and iron rich alluvials. Because of these rocky volcanic 
soils, the vines produce highly concentrated and intense fruit. 
The long growing season in 2008 allowed the grapes to develop 
complex flavors and soft tannins resulting in an outstanding 
wine. 

Saturated ruby color with a tinge of purple, the wine reveals a gorgeous and intense bouquet of 
crème de cassis, violets and dried lavender, and ripe dark cherry – interspersed with nuances of 
bitter-sweet chocolate, cedar, tobacco, and sweet Madagascar vanilla. Very rich and full-
bodied, this wine offers the same bold fruit impressions on the palate. The mouth feel is 
creamy, with gorgeous velvet tannins, which lead to a long finish. 

Fresh aromas of ripe plum, black cherry and blueberry are supple and complex, full-bodied and 
fleshy. Firms nicely and ends on a delicate minerally note. Drink now through 2020. WS 90 
 

Lot 409 
SILVER OAK 6 LITER 
Donated by Richard and Marbee Gingras 
 
(1)    6 L 2010 Silver Oak – Alexander Valley – Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

http://www.knightsbridgewinery.com/2007-beckstoffer-to-kalon-cabernet-sauvignon/
http://www.knightsbridgewinery.com/2007-beckstoffer-to-kalon-cabernet-sauvignon/
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Our 2010 Alexander Valley Cabernet Sauvignon is a vibrant, elegant expression of this classic 
appellation from a cooler vintage. It has a deep garnet color and an enticing nose of cassis 
liqueur, blueberry coulis, tobacco, tarragon and roasting coffee. The seamless palate starts with 
a berry-laden attack, follows with a full-bodied mid-palate, and ends with a long, savory finish 
with fine grained, well integrated tannins. Given proper cellaring, this wine should give drinking 
pleasure through 2031. 

 
 
Lot 410 
SILVER OAK  
Donated by Richard and Marbee Gingras   
 
(6)  750 ml 2006 Silver Oak - Napa Valley 
- Cabernet Sauvignon 
The 2006 Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon is a complex and refined wine that 
develops beautifully in the glass to reveal multilayered nuances of aromas. It has a 
dark ruby color and an enticing nose of cassis, black truffles and violets. On the 
palate, the wine has an elegant attack and bursts with flavors of fresh forest fruit, 
potpourri and Asian spices. It has a long finish with smooth, well-integrated tannins. 
The unmistakable signature of vanilla bean and coconut scents fold in nicely with 
taut yet supple tiers of cedar, black cherry, currant and berry jam notes. Full-
bodied, ending with firm, structured tannins. Drink now through 2018. WS 88 
 
 
 

Lot 411 
KNIGHTS BRIDGE – BLANC & ROUGE 
Donated by Richard and Marbee Gingras 
 
(3)  750 ml 2012 Knights Bridge – West Block Vineyard - Chardonnay 

Our 2012 Knights Bridge West Block Chardonnay is intriguing 
and opulent. The nose delivers a  rich perfume of Meyer 
lemon, spiced apple, cardamom, and crème brûlée. Mouth-
filling flavors of vanilla caramel, hazelnuts, and toast 
surround a dense core of spiced apple and ripe citrus. The 
long, plush finish invites the sweet nutty, spicy notes to linger 
on and on. 
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A variety of flavorful dishes will match beautifully with this wine. We recommend seared sea 
scallops with a roasted spiced pear beurre blanc.  

           

(3) 750 ml 2010 Knights Bridge – Dr. Crane Vineyard – Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

This Cabernet Sauvignon bounds with aromas of ripe red 
raspberry, cassis, and peppermint with savory base notes of 
cedar embers and sweet sausage.  The palate is lush and well 
defined with gripping tannins and a lifting wash of dark fruit 
and flowers while the finish echoes with chocolate, cedar, 
baking spice and scorched earth. 

 
 

Lot 412       
NAPA’S CABERNET KINGS 
Donated by Rick Fleetwood 
 

(1) 750 ml 2008 Heitz Cellar – 
Martha’s Vineyards - Napa Valley -  Cabernet Sauvignon 

Martha's Vineyard is 34 gently sloping acres on the western side of the Napa Valley 
just south of Oakville. This verdant niche near the Mayacamas foothills soaks up 
the morning sun and then cools down a bit earlier than the valley floor. 

Fanning out across a graveled alluvial plain, the vines are fringed with towering 
Eucalyptus trees which are often credited with the distinctive minty aroma and 
taste of the wine.  

This certified organic ranch is home to a proprietary Cabernet clone famed for 
producing small berries with an intensely purple hue and splendidly concentrated 
flavor. Joe Heitz crafted the first memorable Martha's Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon from this exquisite fruit in 1966. 

Tom and Martha May have owned this much-heralded vineyard since 1963. From 
the beginning, the couple decided to focus on the agricultural end of the business, but they 
believed that they had "special dirt" which just might merit its own wine. The connection they 
made with Joe and Alice Heitz was a fortuitous moment in Cabernet history. 

When the Mays purchased the land and moved into their home, they were greeted with two 
bottles of Heitz wine that had been left as a welcome by the sellers. Impressed with the gift, the 
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Mays decided to visit Heitz Wine Cellars. That marked the beginning of a friendship that quickly 
became one of the most important relationships in the winemaking industry. The Heitz family's 
exclusive arrangement to buy the May family's grapes began with their first harvest and 
continues today. 

Second generation Richard May and Laura May Everett are a major force in the family business 
today. They approach the farming of Martha's Vineyard in the May family tradition — with 
great energy and ardor. Both are devoted to the preservation of the extraordinary land that is 
their heritage. 

A legend in Napa Valley Cabernet, Martha's Vineyard in the Oakville appellation is now certified 
organic by CCOF. The good news, according to the winery's note, is that the 2008 Martha's is 
another enchanting, beautifully balanced vintage. The not-as-good news is that only 500 cases 
of this sought-after, classic Napa Valley bottling were produced, one of the smallest releases 
ever, possibly resulting from the vexing frost events of 2008. Here's Heitz Cellar's tasting note: 
"This elegant Cabernet is a fruit forward wine with an engagingly soft and sweet center, and 
just a touch of graphite from the gravelly soils. Aromas of eucalyptus, sage, and green tea 
mingle with blackberry and cassis. The palate shows incredible finesse, and smooth tannins lead 
to a long, silky finish. In true Martha's fashion, this Cabernet is lovely to drink now and has the 
structure to age gracefully." 
 

(1) 750 ml 2009 Mt. Brave - Napa Valley - Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

The bright fruit blueberry with a touch of bay, the wet shale with a bit of violet, the 
background cassis of Cab Franc, and the spice character of Merlot are showcased 
here. The wonderful complexity of the blend and the lush structure carry this wine 
for minutes after tasting it. A blend of 91% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Merlot, 4% 
Cabernet Franc.  

The 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon comes across as quite soft and lush for a Mt. Veeder 
wine. Dark red fruit, flowers, mint and crushed rocks are some of the notes that 
flow through to the intense, saline finish. I especially like the energy and drive here. 
Anticipated maturity: 2013-2024. WA 92 
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(1) 750 ml 2009 Blackbird Vineyards – Arise - Napa Valley - Cabernet   
Sauvignon 

The 2009 Arise reveals an arresting perfume of cherry, blackberry, fig, and 
cedar. Aged in French Oak barrels for 21 months, the chewy mid-palate 
presents enticing flavors of plum and spice within structured layers of red 
fruit. Blackbird's 2009 vintage wines showcase grapes farmed with an ideal 
hang time, offering wines with bright flavors, balanced sugars, and acidity. 
Drinking well upon release, Arise will age beautifully with time in the cellar. 

A glorious wine. Based on Merlot, with nearly equal parts of the two 
Cabernets, it's softly smooth and delicious right now. Totally bone dry, yet 
rich and sweet in cherries, berries, chocolate and cedar, it satisfies on every level. WE 94  

 
(1) 750 ml 2009 Cade – Napa Cuvee – Napa Valley - Cabernet  

Sauvignon 

The 2009 vintage provided the CADE Napa Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon with a dramatic aromatic profile, supported by 
beautifully integrated tannins that will allow for gentle aging. 
Aromas of black cherry and creme de cassis are followed on the 
palate with flavors of bing cherry, pipe tobacco, baker's chocolate 
and roasted nuts. The elevated structure that the 2009 exhibits 
can be attributed to the higher proportion of Cabernet Sauvignon which follows through with a 
tantalizing finish. A blend of 88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 7% Petit Verdot and 5% Merlot. 

(1) 750 ml 2009 Chimney Rock – Stags Leap District - Napa Valley - 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

Our 134-acre estate lies in the heart of the Stags Leap District, the first viticultural 
area in the United States to be approved based on the distinctiveness of its soils. 
With 28 distinctive vineyard blocks showing an array of different aspects, soil types, 
clones and rootstocks, our vineyard provides a diversity of flavors that are artfully 
blended to capture the holistic representation of our estate Cabernet Sauvignon.  

The fruit aromas range from bright cherry to notes of blueberry and black 
currant. There are intricate hints of vanilla, violets and clove. This wine is pure 
elegance on the palate. The silkiest of tannin in 2009, we were blessed with 
another dry spring, and beautiful temperate weather throughout the growing 
season. The few late rains had little effect on our intensely flavored and 
elaborately ripe, yet balanced fruit.  
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In 2009, we were blessed with another dry spring, and beautiful temperate weather throughout 
the growing season. The few late rains had little effect on our intensely flavored and 
elaborately ripe, yet balanced, fruit. 

The 2009 Cabernet Sauvignon opens with enticing scents of raspberry jam, sweet herbs and 
spices. There is a centeredness and a poise to the 2009 that give the wine its sense of harmony 
and total balance. Sweet, floral notes reappear on the engaging finish. As good as this is today, 
it will only be better in another 2-3 years. This is another fabulous effort from Chimney Rock. 
The blend is 89% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Merlot and 2% Cabernet Franc. Anticipated maturity: 
2014-2024. WA 93 

(1) 750 ml 2010 Darioush - Napa Valley -  
Cabernet Sauvignon 

 

Inspired by the power and grace exhibited in the great wines of Bordeaux, 
Darioush’s cooler-climate, southern Napa Valley vineyards produce wines with 
extraordinary depth, character and poise. 
Fully developed varietal flavors, admirable concentration and freshness and a fine, 
textura l quality are the hallmarks of the unusually cool, extended 2010 growing 
season. Vivid blackberry and blueberry fruits are supported by firm, ripe tannins, 
then finished with savory layers of earth, soy and Herbs de Provence. Higher 
portions of Mt. Veeder Merlot and Cabernet Franc bring succulence, composure 
and complexity to the blend, while cellaring will further integrate the spicy oak 
elements of espresso, nutmeg and sandalwood. 
A blend of 78% Cabernet Sauvignon, 14% Merlot, 4% Cabernet Franc, 3% Malbec, 
1% Petit Verdot. 
The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon is the deepest, richest, fullest wine of this trio. It 

displays lots of creme de cassis, smoke and meaty characteristics in its pure, beautifully 
textured, long personality. It should drink well for 10-15 years. WA 90 
 

 

(1) 750 ml 2010 La Jota Vineyard, Howell 
Mountain, Napa Valley,  Cabernet 
Sauvignon 

The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon shows considerable richness, 
breadth and power. Dark red berries, grilled herbs, licorice and 
new leather flesh out in this generous, large-scaled wine. Sweet 
floral, and mentholated notes are layered into the delineated, 
tense finish. This is a decidedly soft, gentle wine for Howell 
Mountain. WA 92 
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(1) 750 ml 2010 Round Pond Estate – Rutherford - 
Napa Valley - Cabernet   Sauvignon 

Complex and deftly balanced, this offers a firm, dense mix of loamy earth, 
classic dried herb, currant, anise and tobacco leaf. Ends up finishing like a 
classe Bordeaux. Drink now through 2024. WS 91 
Initial top notes of brandied cherries, blueberry syrup and ripe brambly 
blackberry bushes are accented by tobacco leaf, cardamom and a hint of 
anise. As it presents, the palate burgeons in the mouth; starting compact and 
dense upfront it expands fully from front to back with a finish that lingers 
over a minute. WA 92 

 
(1) 750 ml 2010 Ramey – Napa Valley - Cabernet  Sauvignon 

Aging on the fine lees incorporates the oak so that the two years spent in two-thirds 
new  oak barrels (a mixture of three-year air dried French and American) is barely 
noticeable. As with all of our wines, it went through native yeast and malolactic 
fermentations. This wine combines the harmony produced by traditional Bordelaise 
winemaking techniques with the voluptuousness of a great Napa Valley vintage. 
This wine was lightly fined with egg whites and bottled without filtration in 
February 2013. 
 
This is our sixth vintage of this appellation Cabernet, which represents a 
combination of hillside and valley floor vineyards.  The fruit from this year’s 100% 
Cabernet Sauvignon blend derives 40% from the St. Helena AVA, 30% Oak Knoll, 
15% Yountville, 10% Diamond Mountain, 4% Rutherford and 1% Mt. Veeder, which 
we harvested October 7 through November 4.  
 
Ramey’s 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon is a spherical wine with all of its elements in place. Mocha, 
espresso, blackberries, incense and graphite all come together in a wine that impresses for its 
exceptional overall balance. White flowers, cloves and asphalt all develop later, lending an 
element of exoticism that is simply compelling. The 2010 is a blend of valley floor and hillside 
fruit. Anticipated maturity: 2016-2030. WA 94 
 
 

(1) 750 ml 2010 Turnbull – Oakville - Napa Valley - 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

The inaugural bottling of Turnbull Wine Cellars' new signature is a reflection on 
the world-renowned Oakville Appellation. Incredible aromatics. Powerful yet 
graceful, dusted summer blackberries and crème de cassis. Delicate fine-tuned 
French oak strikes a perfect balance, creating the counter-point to the astounding 
density of dark and lifted red fruit. The tannins are silky, rich and smooth, detailing 
the amazing singularity of the terrior of Oakville. A stunning start to the new 
legacy. 
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Rich and flashy in the way of Oakville Cabernet, this shows ripe tannin structure and perfect 
acidity. The blackberry, black currant and licorice flavors finish thoroughly dry, long and classy. 
Drink now or age for a couple years. WE 92 
 
The 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville possesses a dense purple color as well as copious notes 
of charcoal, black currants and violets. Full-bodied and tightly knit, but trying to burst open, this 
beautifully pure, well-crafted Cabernet should hit its prime in 3-4 years and last for two 
decades. It is another brilliant effort from a winery that has dramatically improved its quality 
from good to world-class. WA 93 
 
 
 

Lot 413 & 413B 
GAIA & ORNELLAIA  
Donated by Hans Georg Näder 
 
( 1) 750 ml 2012 Gaia – Rossj-Bass  
This wine is produced from grapes grown in several estate-owned vineyards. The 

Rossj vineyard, planted in 1984, is named for Angelo Gaja's younger daughter 

Rossana (Rossj). Bass is Piedmontese for the Italian basso, meaning low, a name 

derived from the vineyard's position. Pheasants are featured on Rossj-Bass' label 

to commemorate the beautiful birds that inhabit the forests adjacent to GAJA's 

vineyards. 

This packs it all together, with the ripe plum sauce, braised fig and currant paste 
notes of the vintage matched with invigorating hoisin sauce, brick dust and 
grilled beef notes. The long finish drips with fruit, but stays framed by a wild 
edge that keeps this firmly planted in terroir. Best from 2011 through 2031. WS 
95 

 

 (1)  750 ml 2009  Gaia – Sito 
Moresco  

Sito Moresco is named for the family who 
farmed this 25-acre estate in Barbaresco before 
its purchase by the Gaja family, a nod to the 
people and traditions that preceded it. It means 
literally the Moresco site, after the family name 
of Giovannini Moresco. GAJA created this cuvee 
of Nebbiolo, Merlot, and Cabernet Sauvignon 
to deliver greater approachability in its youth. 
In this balanced blend, the powerful tannic 
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structure of the Nebbiolo is balanced by the supple roundness of the Merlot and the elegance 
of the Cabernet Sauvignon. Today, this wine is made from vineyards located in the villages of 
Barbaresco and Treiso (both lying in the Barbaresco appellation), with additional fruit from 
Serralunga d'Alba (in the Barolo appellation). Pheasants are featured on Sito Moresco's label to 
commemorate the beautiful birds that inhabit the forests adjacent to GAJA's vineyards. 
A dark, lightly chewy style, with roasted mesquite and dark licorice notes leading the way for a 
powerful core of black Mission fig, blackberry preserve, Turkish coffee and bittersweet cocoa 
notes. There's a flash of truffle on the finish. Drink now through 2022. WS 92 
 
 

(1) 750 ml 2008 Gaia – Dagromis 
The vineyards used for this wine were acquired by GAJA in 1995 from a family 
named Gromis, hence the name, DaGromis, meaning literally, at home with the 
Gromis family. DaGromis is produced with Nebbiolo grapes grown in two old 
vineyards, one in Serralunga adjacent to the Sperss vineyard and the other in 
La Morra adjacent to the Conteisa vineyard. The soil of both vineyards is 
primarily calcareous clay and marl; altitudes range from 985 to 1475 feet 
above sea level; exposures are south-east and south-west. In the same spirit of 
its name, which pays homage to the family who farmed this land before its 
purchase, DaGromis is a classic expression of the Barolo appellation, with the 
softer red berry fruit notes elegantly rendered by the Tortonian-era soils of the 
cru. 

Ripe and very packed, delivering fig, macerated currant, bittersweet cocoa, 
roasted chestnut and tar notes. The long finish flows nicely, with lots of buried 
garrigue and incense hints carried by fresh acidity. Drink now through 2027. 
WS 93 

 

(1) 750 ml 2009 Ornellaia  
Dark and dense, with stunning espresso, warm 
ganache and roasted plum aromas giving way to 
layers of black currant, braised fig and licorice root. 
The long, grip-filled finish is framed by a strong 
roasted mesquite edge and a lingering note of brick 
dust. A wild wine with loads going on. Just needs 
cellaring to round into form. Best from 2015 through 
2030. WS 95 
 
The 2009 Ornellaia caresses the palate with layers of 
seamless, radiant fruit. Sweet red berries, mocha, 
flowers, new leather and spices are some of the 
many notes that are layered in this sumptuous, 
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totally beautiful wine. The 2009 vintage stands out for its silky tannins and phenomenal overall 
balance. This is one of those wines that will probably enjoy a long drinking window. There is 
little question the ability to blend grape varieties was a huge help in this vintage. In my opinion, 
that is the main reason Ornellaia is a slightly more complete wine than Masseto in 2009. In one 
of my blind tastings, the 2009 made a very eloquent case for itself as the wine of the vintage. 
The blend is 55% Cabernet Sauvignon, 22% Merlot, 21% Cabernet Franc and 2% Petit Verdot. In 
2009 winemaker Axel Heinz used the highest percentage of Cabernet Franc ever in Ornellaia 
and gave the wine less time in oak, both with the goal of preserving as much freshness as 
possible. Anticipated maturity: 2014-2029. WA 97 
 
Lot 414 
SPARKLING ROSÉ CHAMPAGNE 
Donated by Alfred and Lynn Kritter 
 

(1) 750 ml NV Ruinart - Brut – Rose’ - Champagne  

Rosé Impérial is a spontaneous, radiant, romantic expression of the Moët & 
Chandon style, a style distinguished by its bright fruitiness, its seductive palate 
and its elegant maturity.  Brut Impèrial Rosè is a blend of the three wine 
varieties, with an emphasis on Pinot Noir, embodying a fruity and daring 
character. Rosè with shades of copper, good intensity. This Champagne displays 
lively, expressive, amomas dominated by the scent of wild strawberries. It is full-
bodied, with zestful, assertive fruitiness. 
A smoky, fresh rosé, lightly chalky in texture, showing delicate flavors of crème 
de cassis, gumdrop, grilled plum and ground spice. Minerally finish.WS 91  
 

(1) 750 ml NV Barnaut – Brut – Rose’ - Champagne  

Based in Bouzy, this small estate producer specializes in Pinot Noir-based 
Champagne. Edmond Barnaut was one of the first to base his brand outside of 
Reims and Epernay. He set up shop in Bouzy in 1874. Cellars were dug 15 meters 
underground and five generations of Barnaut descendants have maintained the 
quality of the house. 
Bright orange-pink. Red berries, citrus zest, brioche and smoky minerals on the 
deeply scented nose. Chewy and broad on entry, then tighter in the mid-palate, 
offering a focused strawberry and bitter blood orange flavors and a hint of dusty 
minerals. The mineral quality adds cut to the finish, which lingers with very good 
smoky tenacity. This Champagne could stand up to spicy, strongly seasoned 
foods. A blend of 85% pinot noir and 15% chardonnay, all from Bouzy. IWC 91 
Like a red Burgundy with bubbles. Loads of cherry and berry notes, marked by 
an earthy accent, all backed by a firm structure. An artisanal rosé with plenty of 
personality. WS 88 
 



 

[60] 

 

(1) 750 ml NV Lallier – Brut – Rose’ - Champagne  

The NV Cuvée Rosé, Premier Cru, is a smooth textured beverage with aromas of raspberry, 
fresh flowers and a little toast.  Its gentle acidity leads into a lingering floral character.  And it 
has a solid backbone with 80% of its blend coming from Pinot Noir, the remaining being 
Chardonnay. 
Lallier is one of the new wave of “grower” champagne producers, introducing wines of 
distinction and character.  The family has lived in and grown grapes in the commune of Ay for 
over five generations, selling their fruit to other producers.  In 1996, they started producing 
their own wine, of which initially, very little crossed the ocean.  We feel fortunate to have 
located the source. 
Black currant, pastry, almond skin and glazed pear notes are backed by firm acidity and lightly 
chalky texture, recommending this lightly smoked, full-bodied Champagne to food. Disgorged in 
May 2011. Drink now through 2017. WS 90 
 

(1) 750 ml NV Jacques Copinet – Brut -  Rose’ - Champagne  

In the midst of the Marne Valley, in the miniscule village of 
Montgenost, is the estate of Jacques and Brigette Copinet. It is 
no coincidence Moet & Chandon has a warehouse in 
Montgenost, this village is an excellent source of fine 
Chardonnay. 

Jacques Copinet Champagne NV is always a blend of three 
vintages, and the result is a wine of sheer excellence. Along 
with the assistance of their daughter Marie Laure, this family estate is the source of very fine 
Champagne. In 1975, Jacques and Brigette struck out on their own and began to bottle their 
own production. Harvested by hand from their own vines and with their own hands, from their 
own land. Champagne is bottled and matures in the frigid chalk cellars beneath the family 
home.  

All the Jacques Copinet Champagne's are from a small family estate in Champagne. Made from 
a majority of Pinot Noir, it has the delicacy of a northern climate Pinot with beautiful aroma's 
you'd expect of strawberries and red fruits. Truly a unique and beautifully done Champagne! 

Pink salmon color. Very floral, with fresh notes of wild strawberry and citrus. Fruity and delicate 
with a supple mélange of red berries, cinnamon and citrus. Long, zesty red fruit finish.  
Lively and fresh, with an appealing mix of ripe black cherry puree, crème de cassis, lightly 
toasted raisin bread and just a touch of rich pastry cream and marzipan. Shows lovely, refined 
texture throughout. Drink now through 2018. WS 91 
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(1) 750 ml NV Ayala – Rose’ Majeur - Champagne  

Brut Rosé Majeur is a blend of Chardonnay (51%), 
Pinot Noir (40%) and Pinot Meunier (9%). The very 
high proportion of Chardonnay and the ageing process 
result in a Champagne with remarkable finesse and 
elegance.  

Ayala currently owns 35 acres in Champagne. Thanks 
to its privileged location in the heart of the Grand Crus 
of Montagne de Reims and their link to Bollinger, they 
also have unique access to top quality grapes.  

Everything from grape reception to vinification, aging, riddling and disgorgement is done at the 
Ayala cellars. Brut Rosé Majeur is fermented in stainless steel, with a focus on freshness and 
precision. It spends 2.5 years on the lees and rests in the cellar for at least 3 months after 
disgorgement. 

 A lovely fresh pinot noir, this is focused on the herbal, spicy imprint of the soil. Its red berry 
scents and pink peppercorn spice frame the earthiness, while nervous acidity brightens the 
flavors and carries them through a long finish. Serve it with thinly sliced magret de canard, 
seared rare.  WS 92 

Attractive orange- and pink- colored Champagne, dry and fruity, with intense acidity to go with 
the lemon and pink grapefruit flavors. The wine feels light, delicate, the aftertaste very crisp. 
WE 92  

(1) 750 ml NV Veuve Clicquot – Brut – Rose’ - Champagne  

This non-vintage Rose is the end result of a desire to create a Rose champagne 
with a delightfully luscious, fruit-based charm. Jacques Peters, the 
cellarmaster, and his team wanted a champagne that would be accessible and 
naturally engaging while conserving Veuve Clicquot's essential values in terms 
of style.  
The wine has a luminous color with attractive pink glints. The nose is generous 
and elegant, with initial aromas of fresh red fruit (raspberry, wild strawberry, 
cherry, blackberry), leading to biscuity notes of dried fruits and Viennese 
pastries (almonds, apricots and brioche).  
The fresh attack is followed by a fruity harmonious sensation on the palate. 
The wine is perfectly balanced in the best Veuve Clicquot style of pink 
champagnes, combining elegance and flair. The wine works its magic—this 
delectably full champagne can be enjoyed as a true delicacy. A deliciously fruity 
wine in early bloom, this is a wonderful aperitif to be shared as a twosome or simply with 
friends.  
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Made using 50 to 60 different crus, the cuvee is based on Brut Yellow Label's traditional blend: 
50 to 55% Pinot Noir, 15 to 20% Pinot Meunier, and 28 to 33% Chardonnay. 
This seems drier than its stable mate, the famous Yellow Label, and is the better for it. There is 
an urgent freshness here, driven by red currants and tight plum skin flavors. It is lively but full in 
the mouth, and shows just the right bottle age. WE 91 
This rose’ has the bright savor of a strawberry dipped in sea salt. It’s light, with a hint of 
smokiness to balance the fruit. Together with the fine bubbles, that fruit savor will clean up 
after cured sausages and other charcuterie. W&S 91 

The impression here is elegant overall, but there's a firm backbone of acidity that's finely 
meshed with the delicate range of flavors, including white raspberry, spiced plum, biscuit, pink 
grapefruit zest and a base note of smoky minerality. WE 90 

 

Lot 415 
MAGNUM CHAMPAGNE 
Donated by Dave McGill 
 
(1) 1.5 L NV Barnaut, Grande Reserve - Brut - Champagne  

Edmund Barnaut was one of the first pioneers in Champagne to 
create his own brand outside of the controlling centers of 
Epernay and Reims. In 1874 he set up shop in Bouzy, where he 
owned vines and where he married Appoline Godmíë-
Barancourt (there's a name!), heiress to additional vineyards in 
the village. 
 
Cellars were dug as deep as 15 meters underground, and the first cuvee made of two-thirds 
Pinot Noir and one-third Chardonnay was launched. And it's still made today, under the Grande 
Reserve label, with its reserve wine coming from a solera system begun by Edmund himself and 
maintained through five generations of Barnaut descendants. 
 
Philippe Secondíë is the current descendant and arguably one of the more important ones. 
After earning a degree in enology, he took over the family firm in 1985 and went on to 
significantly increase the house's vineyards, modernize its cellar, expand production, and move 
its viticulture footing to the quasi-organic lutte raisonníë structure (plowing between rows, 
using only organic composts, and minimalizing fungicide applications). Today Champagne 
Barnaut farms 12.11 hectares (30 acres) in the grand cru vineyards of Bouzy and 5.39 hectares 
(13 acres) in the Marne Valley. 
 
The Bouzy vineyards are composed of 12% Chardonnay and 88% Pinot Noir, and are divided 
into 22 parcels (what we offer comes from these parcels). All fruit is selected on a sorting table. 
All the cuvíë's of wine undergo malolactic fermentation in stainless steel, and fifty percent of 
each year's crop is saved as reserve wine. The white non-vintage wines spend at least 24 
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months on the lees before being disgorged, and rest for another three months before going to 
market. The vintage wine spends around three years on the lees. 
 
With its sister village of Ambonnay, Bouzy lays claim to having the finest vineyard sites for Pinot 
Noir in the appellation of Champagne. Its 833 acres of vines grow up the rolling foothills of the 
Montagne de Reims and face due south, ensuring the best possibility for ripening every year 
(Ambonnay's vineyards, following the mountain, begin the turn to the southeast, thus on paper 
anyway have the potential for more elegance). The result is Champagne's richest and fullest-
bodied wines the Latin counterpart to the Cíëte des Blancs Nordic austerity, if you will. 
E. Barnaut Grand Cru Grande Reserve Brut Champagne. The blend is approximately two-thirds 
Pinot Noir and one-third Chardonnay, and represents 65% of the annual production. The 
Champagne has long streamers of fine bubbles with aromas of vanilla, cream, and lemons. 
There is a slight steeliness to this champagne and finishes with white flowers.  
 
Revealing  generous notes of apricots, honey, roasted nuts and smoke, showing outstanding 
persistence and a long, refined finish. This is a fairly full-bodied style of Champagne that already 
shows nice tertiary complexity. WA 90 
 

(1)  1.5 L NV Pierre Moncuit, Brut, Blanc de Blanc, Champagne 
This Champagne exhibits musky orchard fruits and orange pith 
on the nose, with hints of almond and honey adding depth.  A 
powerful, dense style but there’s surprising energy to its ripe 
apple and pear flavors.  A lively citrus quality adds cut and lift to 
the smoky, nutty finish.  This will be very flexible with rich 
seafood or bird dishes.  The reserve wine for this Champagne 
comes from a solera that was begun in 1874. IWC 90 
There's a richness to this fresh Champagne, with toast, apple pastry and crystallized honey 
flavors. This is enlivened by well-integrated acidity and hints of lemon zest and brine, with a 
minerally finish. WS 90 Points 
 

(1)  1.5 L NV Lallier, Grand Cru, Grande Reserve, Brut, Champagne 
Lallier is a very small négociant out of Ay, in the heart of 
Champagne and their Grande Reserve is composed of 65% Pinot 
Noir and 35% Chardonnay entirely from Grand Cru vineyards. The 
wine has a very bright white gold color and a lazy, tight streamer 
that makes it very attractive in the glass. The aromatics are all I 
could wish for from Grand Cru Champagne based in Ay, with fresh 
baguette, black cherry and strong chalky components. It is full 
bodied, but has the mineral component to follow, and comes across as very well balanced. 
With a fresh and mouthwatering, with flavors of Gala apple, blackberry, lemon meringue, 
almond and a hint of bread dough. A well-balanced, aperitif-style version.  
This is rich, with a viscosity buoying its honey, toast, peach and nascent coffee flavors. The 
vibrant structure keeps it all balanced and drives the lingering finish. WS 92  
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With a fine sense of maturity, this is rich, toasty, full-bodied and concentrated. It is a 
Champagne with weight, showing pink grapefruit, melon and green plum flavors inside an 
intense texture. At the end, acidity combines with a fine toasty flourish. WE 92 

 
(1)  1.5 L NV Veuve Cliquot Ponsardin, Brut, 

Champagne 
Veuve Clicquot's signature non-vintage Brut is loved all over the world 
for its crisp, full flavors, consistent quality and celebratory yellow 
label. This classical dry Champagne is a blend of two-thirds black 
grapes (Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier) for body, balanced with one-
third Chardonnay for elegance. It has a fine persistent sparkle and 
golden Champagne color. 
This is a perfect example of harmony between delicacy and power. 
Dominated by Pinot Noir, this wine has a firm structure, rounded with 
a touch of Pinot Meunier. Nearly a third of Chardonnay gives it the elegance and finesse needed 
for perfect balance. 
 
The nose exhibits a lovely bouquet of fresh bread dough, chalk and vanilla. Ripe apple flavors 
laced with vanilla and pecan. And a creamy finish with an enhancing note of autolysis. WN 92  

An elegant Champagne, with a refined, lightly creamy mousse. Subtle toast and mineral notes 
underscore flavors of Gala apple, kumquat, ground ginger and white pepper, with a 
mouthwatering finish. WS 91  
 
 

Lot 416 
ARGENTINA-CHILE-SPAIN 
Donated by Kel and Sue Bergmann 
 
(1)  750 ml  2012 Catena – Chardonnay - Mendoza  

The Catena Chardonnay combines the unique expressions of three 
high-altitude vineyard sites. The wine shows an intense straw 
yellow color with greenish highlights. The extraordinary 
combination of vineyards offers concentrated aromas of ripe citrus 
and honeyed tropical fruits with notes of peaches, white flowers, 
and spicy vanilla. On the palate, citrus and stone fruit flavors 
abound followed by flavors of pear and ripe melon with vanilla, 
sweet spice, and toast. The finish is fresh and crisp leaving traces 
of minerality on the palate that entice one to another sip. 
So let’s take a look at the 2012 Catena Chardonnay, which is a 
blend of different terroirs from Mendoza, Villa Bastias, Agrelo and Gualtallary, fermented with 
indigenous yeasts with 13.5% alcohol and a mindboggling acidity and freshness (Acidity 
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(grams/liter): 6.20, pH: 3.22). Even if today the name Catena is closely linked to Malbec, they 
really started out producing Chardonnay. They launched a Chardonnay from Argentina at $20, 
the first expensive Chardonnay from the country. For this 2012, the vines used range from 
1,300 to 1,480 meters altitude, mostly from the Uco Valley. Only 20% of the wine is aged in new 
wood, 50% of the wine is aged in used wood and the rest in inox. From the half aged in oak, 
only 20% of the barrels are new. 60% of the wine is made without malolactic. The old barrels 
are not filled and the wine develops a thin veil of yeast (like in Jura and Sherry). This has a 
Burgundian texture with great freshness. The calcareous soil is felt, and the wine is pungent, 
intense and impressively vibrant for a vintage like 2012. WS 91 
 

(1)  750 ml  2010 Clos de los Siete – Rouge - Mendoza 
Clos de los Siete is a blend that expresses the typicity of Malbec particularly 
well. It is frank on the palate, well-balanced and direct. With its round and 
broad palate and long finish, it will attract wine lovers year after year. 
There is a saturated ruby colour. On the nose is a bouquet of pungent aromas 
of cassis, blackberry, licorice and violet pastille. It is sweet, pliant and generous 
on the palate with just enough acidity to give life and shape to the black fruit 
and bitter chocolate flavors. It finishes long and flavorful, with substantial 
chewy, ripe tannins and lingering notes of chocolate and minerals. This wine 
has benefited from the cooler year. IWC 90 

 

(1)  750 ml  2009 Siesta – Cabernet Sauvignon - Mendoza 

Good dark, bright red.  There is a brooding aromas of black cherry, raspberry, 
leather and licorice under chocolaty oak. Varietally accurate dark berry, black 
cherry, licorice and herb flavors are plush and suave but a bit youthfully 
medicinal.  It finishes with substantial but fine-grained tongue-dusting tannins and 
sneaky breadth and length. IWC 89 

 
(1)  750 ml  2010 Siesta – Malbec - Mendoza  

Bright ruby-red.  Slightly port-like aromas and flavors of black cherry, fig, licorice 
and mocha oak lifted by a whiff of candied violet.  Round, dense and glyceral, but 
with good verve to the plush, sweet middle palate.  It finishes with sexy nutty and 
chocolatey oak tones and excellent length.  Has the balance and firm tannic 
structure to reward at least few years of cellaring. IWC 90 
 
(1)  750 ml  2012 Alaltagua – Reserve Chardonnay - Casablanca  

The Apaltagua Reserve Chardonnay proves you don’t have to spend a 
fortune to get a great summer wine. This gem is perfect for all the 
seafood, salads and lighter fare we eat this time of year. 
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It is a gorgeous pale yellow color with a huge nose as aromas of pear, peach and melon flood 
out of the glass. The first sip tells you it is not one of those butter bombs that were popular not 
too long ago. 

This Chardonnay never sees oak and is fermented in stainless steel. The taste is fresh, clean and 
crisp, with good acidity and flavors of lemon peel, citrus and melon. 

The grapes are grown in the cool Casablanca Valley, a region known for its strong ocean 
influence. Most of the best white wines of Chile come from the Casablanca Valley. The cool 
climate and ocean breezes make it ideal for white wine production. 

Winters there are cool and rainy. In the summer, morning fog rolls up from the Pacific Ocean 
and burns away by mid day to give the grapes plenty of sun. 

The grapes for this wine come from three distinct areas of the valley, giving the wine a bit more 
complexity. It’s aged four to six months on the lees (stems and skins) and there is no malolactic 
fermentation, preserving crispness. The wine spends another three months in the bottle before 
it leaves the winery. 

 While on vacation in Chile in 1995, American businessman Edward Tutunjian fell in love with 
the country and its wines. He thought investing in Chile and its wines was a good bet, so he 
purchased a vineyard in the prestigious Curicó Valley. Later, other vineyards were bought and 
Viña Alpaltagua now owns vineyards in six valleys. 

Although the company produces 235,000 cases of wine a year and exports to 40 countries, it 
specializes in small-production, appellation-based wines. Some of the vineyards are 65 years 
old. 

The winery itself is located in the Apalta region of the Colchagua Valley. More than 80 percent 
of the production is red wine. The winery also produces two Carmenéres, a rosé Carmenére, 
Pinot Noir, Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec. It also produces wine under the Tutunjian label. 

 (1)  750 ml  2010 Cuvee Del Maule – Red Cauquenes  

The devastating 2010 earthquake off the coast of Chile's Maule region shook up 
more than the populace. Winery barrels holding the 2009 vintage were tossed 
about and smashed. Winemaker Baptiste Cuvelier shaped this gem from the 
surviving casks. It includes 36 percent Cabernet Sauvignon, 30 percent Carmenere, 
22 percent Carignan, 4 percent Cinsault and 2 percent Pais. 

Aromas of blackberry, currants, blueberry and black pepper lead into dark fruit 
flavors, with plum, espresso, vanilla, spice and a hint of mint. Decant two to four 
hours before serving. Drink it with grilled or roasted meats and game. 
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(1) 750 ml  2007 Haras - Character – Cabernet Sauvignon/Carmenere 
Deep purple in color, with a lively spicy nose, rich with aromas of fresh herbs and 
black fruit. Distinctive flavors of the Upper Maipo Valley, such as blackberry and 
cassis, blend with notes of tobacco, earth and minerality, for an elegant style, that 
is well-balanced with astounding length. 

Crushed black cherry and blackberry mix with earthy tobacco, smoke and licorice 
notes. It is full-bodied, with medium tannins and a long, smoky finish. Drink now.                  
WS 89  
Smells a little volatile, but with airing there's enough baked fruit, leafiness, olive 
and tobacco to set things straight. A little choppy and tannic on the palate, with 
herbal flavors of cassis, coffee and toast. A leafy and tasting of tobacco and olives 
on the finish. A blend of 23% Syrah and Cab Franc in addition to Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Carmenere. WE 87 

 
(1)  750 ml  2012 Concha Y Toro – Marques de Casa Concha – 
Cabernet Sauvignon  

Marques de Casa Concha, is dark ruby red in color with luscious 

aromas of cherry and blackberries intertwined with cedar and 

smoke. These notes follow through to the palate. Tremendously 

concentrated flavors are revealed in firm tannins with a soft, silky 

texture and a lingering finish. Dense, rich and full of dark fruit and 
spice flavors, supported by muscular tannins and acidity. The 
dried blackberry, black fig and smoke-infused cocoa powder 
notes feature some accents of dried meat. WS 91 

 

(1) 750 ml  2012 De Ferreiro – Albarino – Rias Baixas  

Do Ferreiro is a benchmark Albariño. Every year, it 
delivers the goods, showing a degree of aromatic 
complexity, nervy minerality, and pure intensity of 
flavor that always makes it stand out from the rest. 
Delicious upon release, it is also one of the few 
albariños to improve in bottle for up to a decade 
(maybe longer?) beyond the vintage year. 2010 finds 
this property, who farms their prime vineyards 
organically and always only employ native yeasts in the 
fermentations, in top form. Propriertor Gerardo 
Mendez believes that this is quite possibly the best Do Ferreiro he has ever made. And the wine 
is terrific - truly nervy and mineral, and in fine fighting form. There is bright fruit intermingling 
with the classic Do Ferreiro salty/smoky mineral bite. 

2012 was an excellent year for Galicia, offering the perfect elements for ideal maturation. The 
wine was fermented in 100% stainless steel and 100% destemmed.  All natural yeasts are used. 
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Complex aromas of salinity exotic fruits with wet earth/herbal tones. The palate is textured 
with excellent acidity. 

(1)  750 ml  2011 Black Slate – Porrera - Priorat  

In spite of the fact that the 2011 Black Slate is produced from 60% 
Grenache (60-year-old vines) and 40% Carignan (80-year-old vines) aged 
12 months in tank, foudre and used barrels, it tastes like a sexy, open-
knit, lush, silky Pomerol. Loads of black currant and black cherry fruit, 
licorice, spice box and Christmas fruitcake emerge from this beautifully 
rich wine. Medium to full-bodied, heady and succulent, it is best drunk 
over the next 5-6 years. WA 91 

Opaque ruby. Redcurrant, dried cherry, minerals and licorice on the nose. Rich and supple on 
entry, then more taut and linear in the mid-palate, with nicely delineated flavors of bitter 
cherry, cassis, dark chocolate and anise. The finish is focused, smoky and persistent, with fine-
grained tannins adding grip. IWC 91 

(1)  750 ml  2009 Godelia – Mencia Bierzo  

This is a crianza aged Spanish Mencía red wine from the Bierzo wine producing 
denomination of Spain. The Mencía grapes used in this wine are cultivated in 
three different regions within the Cacabelos district of Leonesa del Bierzo. Each of 
these vineyards features a unique type of soil and all three are owned and 
operated by the Godelia winery. The grapevines in these vineyards are on average 
between 40 and 80 years-old. The soils in each of these plots are similar in the fact 
that they are filled with minerals (slate, quartzite) and situated on steeply slooping 
grounds at altitudes between 1,650 and 2,300 feet (500 and 700 Meters). The 
climate in this region is influenced by both the Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea, 
causing annual rainfalls of 30 to 40 inches (750 to 1.000 mm). 
The harvest process of these grapes was realized by hand between the 20 of 
September and the 9th of October, 2009. These grapes were transferred to the 
Godelia winery in small boxes that never exceeded 33 lbs. (15 Kilograms). The 
grapes were then passed through a selection process at the winery and the selected grapes 
were climate treated at 50 ºF (10 ºC). The grapes were then destemmed and this entire 
vinification process is separated according to where the Mencía grapes were cultivated. The 
grapes were then macerated in 4,000 gallon (150 Hl) stainless steel vats held at 77 ºF (25 ºC). 
This process allows us to extract the unique aromatics from the different terroirs of each 
vineyard as each vinification process is realized separately. The grapes are then fermented in 
their skins for 18 to 22 days. There is subsequent malolactic fermentation and ageing process in 
fine grained 80 to 105 gallon French and American oak barrels (300 and 400 Liter). The wine is 
aged in these oak barrels while remaining in its lees for 12 months (crianza aged). This wine is 
clarified by egg whites and then bottled with decanters according to a closely followed lunar 
calendar. WA 90 
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(1)  750 ml  2008 Besllum - Monstant  

Besllum has a deep dark color with aromas of blackberry, blueberry, exotic 
spices, lavender, mineral, and pain grille. Concentrated with a full body and 
flavors reminiscent of sweet fruit. There is just enough acidity to carry the flavor 
through the long, supple finish.  

Composition: Carinena 45%, Garnacha 45%, Syrah 10% 

The 2008 Besllum is composed of 45% Garnacha, 45% Carinena, and 10% Syrah 
aged for 16 months in new French oak. Also deeply colored, it displays an 
alluring bouquet of wood smoke, exotic spices, incense, lavender, blueberry, 
and black cherry. In the glass it displays opulence, loads of sweet fruit, and 
outstanding volume. Give it 2-3 years to fill out and drink it from 2013 to 2023.  
WA 93 

 
 
Lot 417A and 417B   
CAYMUS 40th ANNIVERSARY 
Donated by Jeff and Shane Collins 
 
(6) 750 ml  2012 Caymus – 40th Anniversary 

– Napa Valley – Cabernet Sauvignon 
With a special bottle and label for their 40th Anniversary 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Caymus is ready to celebrate this epic 
2012 vintage. Charles and Lorna Wagner with their son Chuck 
began this now iconic Napa Valley winery in 1972. Chuck is now 
the owner and winemaker, and has this to offer: "This wine 
exemplifies our style of Cabernet out of a great vintage: deep 
color, rich, concentrated and balanced. 2012 celebrates 40 
years of producing our pride and joy, Caymus Vineyards Napa 
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon." 
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Lot 418  
GUNDLACH BUNDSCHU 
Donated by Vinit Asar 
 
(1) 750 ml 2003 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa – Cabernet Sauvignon 

The 2003 growing season presented many 
challenges as well as, ultimately, very high 
quality fruit. Springtime frosts, rain and hail 
reduced crop size for many varieties. Warm 
temperatures interspersed with early summer  
showers increased mildew potentials, testing 
the vigilance of vineyard managers. As harvest 
time approached, spikes in daytime 
temperatures further tested the endurance of 
vine and man alike. Mercifully, there were no 
rain events during the harvest period, allowing 
ample maturity time. Despite Mother Nature’s 
curve balls, the resulting fruit was rich, showing good concentration of varietal character. The 
deep garnet color and intense aromas of the 2003 Cabernet Sauvignon foreshadow the 
concentrated black currant, cassis and Christmas spice flavors to follow. Bright acidity and firm 
tannins frame the lush texture, leading to a long ripe finish dense with cocoa and molasses 
flavors. Delicious upon release; optimal cellaring  
time 2 to 15 years.  
 

(1) 750 ml 2004 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa - Cabernet Sauvignon 
An historically early start to the growing season resulted in the 146th harvest on Rhinefarm 
being the earliest on record. Unseasonably toasty temperatures in February were followed by 
rather balmy conditions throughout the spring and summer, allowing the slow development of 
complex flavors. Shortly after the start of harvest on August 15th, a significant heat spell 
resulted in crop reduction of some blocks that were very near optimum maturity, particularly 
Merlot. The final fruit of the season was brought in on September 30th, making 2004 the first 
vintage in Rhinefarm history that saw no grape harvesting in the month of October. In general 
the vintage can be characterized by low yields and high intensity of varietal flavors. Complex 
aromas of dark black fruit, dried currant and aged leather lead to a smooth, round entry. Juicy 
cassis and mission fig flavors are framed in an elegant, refined structure. The long, rich finish is 
dense with cocoa and dark berry flavors. Delicious upon release; optimal cellaring time 2 to 15 
years.  
 

(1) 750 ml 2005 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa - Cabernet Sauvignon 
The 2005 season provided wine grapes of exceptional quality to those who were vigilant about 
tending their vines. A cool and unseasonably wet spring and early summer led to excessive vine 
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growth, so we made numerous passes through the vineyard to remove leaves in order to keep 
the plants in balance with respect to fruit and foliage. Mild daytime temperatures through 
harvest created the optimum environment for flavor and aroma compounds to develop, and 
warm nighttime temperatures promoted tannin maturity, making for a vintage of very 
promising wine quality. 
 
Complex aromas of blackberry, cassis and a trace of grilled meat lead to a lush, smooth entry. 
Broad, rich tannins frame lush flavors of black currant and draw the velvety mouth feel into a 
long finish of dark cocoa and sweet espresso. Delicious upon release; optimal cellaring time two 
to 15 years 
 

(1) 750 ml 2006 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa - Cabernet Sauvignon 
The 2006 growing season got off to a late, wet start on Rhinefarm, with bud break beginning at 
the end of March and generous rainfall late into the spring. High soil moisture going into the 
growth period allowed the vines to develop large canopies that required vigilant taming to 
maintain ideal fruit-to-canopy ratios. A record-breaking heat wave in July helped put an end to 
vegetative growth and spurred the vines onto the business of ripening fruit. The harvest period 
was nearly perfect, and so in the end the fruit attained excellent phenolic maturity as well as 
nicely developed varietal characters.  
 
Dark purple color, aromas of violet, anise and lifted red and black currant. The lush, smooth 
entry leads to dark berry, cassis, shaved chocolate and espresso bean flavors. Big, smooth 
tannins give weight and roundness to the mouth feel. The long finish is smooth with balancing 
notes of red fruit. Delicious upon release; optimal cellaring time 4 to 15 years. 
 

(1) 750 ml 2007 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa - Cabernet Sauvignon 
Generous on varietal concentration; stingy on yields. This sums up the outcome of the 2007 
growing season and vintage. There was relatively early initiation of bud break which was 
followed by nearly perfect, mild climatic conditions throughout most of the season. This mild 
weather was especially welcomed since winter rainfall was nearly half of normal and so any big 
heat spikes in the spring or summer would put a lot of strain on water needs. The most 
pronounced characteristic of the season is small berry size. While leading to short yields, this 
has led to wines of astounding concentration and expression. Intense aromas of black currant 
and blueberry, laced with vanilla. The lush entry fills the mouth with rich flavors of dark berry, 
cassis and ultra dark chocolate. Big, smooth tannins give weight and roundness to the mouth 
feel. Concentrated berry and anise flavors linger through the exceptionally long finish. Delicious 
upon release; optimal cellaring time 4 to 15 years. 
 

(1) 750 ml 2008 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa - Cabernet Sauvignon 
In 2008, there was more springtime frost than usual, but we were lucky enough to not be 
greatly affected—unlike some of our neighbors. We found ourselves enduring erratic 
temperatures in May, with heat spikes followed by cool weather and very little rain. June and 
July brought heat in combination with smoke strewn across Northern California. Luckily, our 
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grapes were not affected by the smoke to our north. While the harvest was busy at first, mid-
September brought cooler weather which slowed ripening, allowing us to catch our breath, and 
finish out the season calmly. The strong 2008 vintage resulted in small-berried, evenly ripe fruit, 
and concentrated wines full of distinctive character. 
 
Generous aromas of blueberry and cassis with wisps of violets and lavender. Dense, vibrant 
flavors of polished black fruit, including black currant, black plum and blackberries, dusted with 
dark cocoa and a touch of graphite. Concentrated and lush on the palate, with opulent fruit, 
velvety texture, beautifully integrated oak notes and round, smooth tannins. Bright acidity 
draws the rich berry flavors through the exceptionally long finish. Delicious upon release; 
optimal cellaring time 4 to 15 years. 
 

 (1) 750 ml 2009 Gundlach Bundschu - Napa - Cabernet Sauvignon 
Generous aromas of blackberry and cassis with wisps of violets. Dense, vibrant flavors of 
polished black fruit, including black currant and blackberries, loaded with deep dark chocolate 
and a touch of graphite. Concentrated and lush on the palate, with opulent fruit, excellent 
weight and beautifully integrated oak notes. Bright natural acidity and structured tannins 
enhance exceptionally long finish. Delicious upon release; optimal cellaring time 5 to 15 years. 
 
 

Lot 419 
PHELPS INSIGNIA VERTICAL 
Donated by Rick Fleetwood 
 
(1) 750 ml 2009 Phelps – Insignia – Napa Valley  
This deep ruby/purple-colored offering is an elegant, 
medium-weight wine with sweet red and black currant 
fruit, dark cherry, loamy soil and foresty characteristics as 
well as ripe tannin. This should be an early maturing 
Insignia that evolves quickly, but positively over the next 
10-12 years. 
 The production of the 2009 Insignia dropped considerably 
from previous years as only 10,540 cases were produced. 
All from estate fruit, the final blend was 83% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 13% Petit Verdot and 4% Malbec (another year 
where no Merlot was used). The alcohol came in at 14.5%. 
The weather was moist and damp in May which also saw 
some huge heat spikes. Fortunately, June and July cooled down, August was average, and 
September experienced above average warmth. Statistically, it was over 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit for 19 days during the growing season, almost all of them occurring in August and 
September – never a good sign as it tends to stress and/or raisin and burn the grapes, 
particularly if there has been considerable crop-thinning. A major rain event (over 4 inches) 
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occurred on October 13, so any producer who harvested after that date was negatively 
affected. 
The 2009 Insignia (82% Cabernet Sauvignon, 13% Petit Verdot and 5% Malbec) is tighter and 
more restrained, and appears to be going through that inevitable stage when, after a year or 
two in the bottle, many Cabernet Sauvignon-based wines close down and reveal their huge 
structure and tannic ferocity. The inky/purple-colored 2009 possesses plenty of creme de 
cassis, bouquet garni, blackberry, chocolate, vanilla and toast characteristics. It is full-bodied, 
but the tannins are formidable and the wine seems to be in one of those broodingly backward 
stages that require patience from potential buyers. Drink 2013 -2025. WE 91 
Combines deep, ripe dark berry fruit with crushed rock, cedar and lead pencil notes, and the 
tannins have a green bitter edge. A step back in richness and complexity for Insignia, this is built 
for cellaring. Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot and Malbec. Best from 2014 through 2024. WS 
91 
 
(1) 750 ml 2010 Phelps – Insignia – Napa Valley 
A gorgeously intense bouquet of lead pencil shavings, spring 
flowers, black currants, blackberries, and subtle smoke and foresty 
aromas jumps from the glass of this full-bodied, rich, concentrated 
wine with soft tannins, a multidimensional mouth feel, and a long, 
rich finish displaying well-integrated acidity, tannin, alcohol and 
wood. This beauty is one of the top Insignias produced over recent 
years. It should age easily for 20+ years. 
The stunning 2010 Insignia, which is now in bottle, was made from 
84% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Petit Verdot and the rest Merlot and 
Malbec. 11,060 cases were produced, and it achieved 14.9% natural alcohol. A gorgeously 
intense bouquet of lead pencil shavings, spring flowers, black currants, blackberries, and subtle 
smoke and foresty aromas jumps from the glass of this full-bodied, rich, concentrated wine 
with soft tannins, a multidimensional mouth feel, and a long, rich finish displaying well-
integrated acidity, tannin, alcohol and wood. This beauty is one of the top Insignias produced 
over recent years. Drink 2013-2033. WA 95 
Firm, dense and deeply concentrated, this offers a powerful thrust of flavors, with mocha- and 
espresso-laced blackberry, black licorice and cedar notes, revving up on the finish. Long, pure, 
driven and persistent, this seems set for a long life. Best from 2015 through 2028. WS 94 
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Lot 420A and 420B 
CAYMUS 40th ANNIVERSARY LITERS 
Donated by Jeff and Shane Collins 

 
 
(4)  1000 ml 2012 Caymus – 40th 
Anniversary – Napa Valley – 
Cabernet Sauvignon 
 
With a special bottle and label for their 40th 
Anniversary Cabernet Sauvignon, Caymus is 
ready to celebrate with this epic 2012 vintage. 
Charles and Lorna Wagner, with their son 
Chuck, launched this winery's legacy as a Napa 
Valley icon in 1972. Chuck is now the owner 
and winemaker, and has this to offer: "This 

wine exemplifies our style of Cabernet out of a great vintage: deep color, rich, concentrated 
and balanced. 2012 celebrates 40 years of producing our pride and joy, Caymus Vineyards Napa 
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon.”   
 

Lot 421 
VINUM CELLARS SAMPLER  
Donated by Jim and Diane Weber 
 

(3) 750 ml 2011 Vinum Cellars -  Napa 

Valley - Cabernet Sauvignon 
Medium Brick red color with rich, sappy French oak 
notes with ripe black cherry and cassis. The palate is 
supple and ripe with light cocoa and sweet dark 
chocolate covered cherry notes. The palate is super 
concentrated and reveals a core of ripe fruit from 
huckleberry to plum and then back to cherry again. The 
cassis notes reappear on the palate and finish with soft 
and elegant tannins, which will allow for extended 
cellaring through 2030. This wine is clearly a cellar 
candidate from an exceptional vintage. We only 
produced a couple hundred cases so this will be a rare 
short offering. 
| 
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(3) 750 ml 2011 Vinum Cellars - The Scrapper - Cabernet Franc 
This wine is a special little wine from the El Dorado Foothills which we 
have been making for 12 vintages. The entire vineyard only produces 
about 500 cases a year but it’s worth it (because it’s so good). The 
origin of Cabernet Franc is simply the parent of the more popular “King 
of Grape Varietals” Cabernet Sauvignon, which is a cross between 
Cabernet Franc and Sauvignon Blanc. This vineyard is 25 years old and is 
head-trained allowing more sunlight into the canopy and therefore a 
reduction in Pyrazines which are responsible for green and vegetal 
aromas and flavors. We depict this brand with our version of a Scrapper 
(a fighter) because the varietal has quickly been forgotten in the 
shadows of the more popular varietal Cabernet Sauvignon. Our scrapper image happens to be 
the image of Gene Tunney who was the 1926 Heavyweight Champion of the World, most 
modern day people have never even heard of him. Well, have you ever heard of Jack Dempsey? 
A little history lesson here; Gene Tunney defeated Jack Dempsey for the 1926 crown, but it was 
the second time he defeated the more popular fighter (no one else ever did that). So to 
complete our metaphor, if Gene Tunney is Cabernet Franc, clearly Jack Dempsey is Cabernet 
Sauvignon so we then ask you, which is the better varietal because we know who the better 
boxer was. 
The color of this wine demonstrates its concentration with a deep plum black cherry hue. The 
wine is very extracted due to low yielding (2 tons per acre) yields which express amazing 
varietal concentration. The aromas show ripe black cherry and cassis notes and lead to a silky 
entry on the palate which is very supple with a sweet core of fruit followed by structured 
tannins, black pepper, leather and grippy plum and ripe cherry flavors. The wine finishes with 
the overall strength we expect from Cabernet Sauvignon with the rare dignity few Scrappers 
(Cab Francs) possess. 
 

(3) 750 ml 2012 Vinum Cellars - Ashbury Heights – Napa Valley - 

Cabernet Sauvignon  
This is one of the finest Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignons 
from a rocky, hillside vineyard in the Eastern mountains of 
the Napa Valley nearest to Atlas Peak. The size of the 
berries on each cluster are much smaller than a dime 
(almost pea sized) which gives us exceptional extraction 
and therefore color, but the yields are very small. In fact 
since we have worked with the fruit back in 2006 we have 
ever received more than 2 tons per acre. Each year we pick the grapes as late as possible so 
that ripeness is at its peak. We cold soak the grapes on the skins for 2 days before fermentation 
begins. After fermentation is complete, we rack it into 100% new French oak barrels where the 
wine matures over 18 months. The result is frankly a massive Cabernet Sauvignon that will 
stand the test of time with proper cellaring (if you can wait that long). This is a very serious 
Cabernet with a limited production of only 52 cases. The color of this wine is a very deep, inky 
violet/plum color. Aromatically, the wine explodes with blueberries and cassis notes which are 
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backed with subtle tobacco and spice. On the palate, this wine is dense with strong black cherry 
and boysenberry flavors with a supple mid-palate of plush French oak and indelible vanilla 
flavors. The tannins are firm yet supple and allow for current consumption, however your 
patience will be rewarded with proper cellaring. This wine will age well through 2050 and 
beyond. 

 

 

(3) 750 ml 2009 Vinum Cellars - 4 Barrel - Napa Valley - 

Cabernet Sauvignon Reserve 
This special small lot Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon has a deep, dark plum 
color, which is evidence of the amazing concentration that this wine has. The 
aromas are of ripe black cherry, boysenberry and blueberry fruit. On the palate 
this wine is structured with impressive depth of cassis with a sappy core of cherry 
vanilla and finish elegantly with dark roast coffee and soft tannins, which allow for 
current enjoyment. While approachable now, this wine is certainly a cellar 
candidate and will age well through 2025. The vineyard is at the base of Atlas 
Peak and is grown organically on a hillside yielding less than 2 tons per acre. The 
wine was barrel aged in new French oak for 22 months.   
 

 

THE BOSTOCK - LAMPEAR 
BLIND TASTING CHALLENGE 

(NOT included in the bidding, need to purchase a ticket to participate) 
    

 Wine #1 Wine #2 Wine #3 Wine #4 Wine #5 Wine #6 

Type of 
Grape 

      

Country/State 
of Origin 

      

Select Your 
Favorite Two 
Wines   

      

 

When someone is able to select the Regions for all six of the wines, or the 
varietals for all six of the wines, Frank Bostock will donate two nights stay in 
Sonoita and a free wine tasting and tour at Dos Cabezas Winery.  If there is a tie, 
we will do a drawing for the winner.  If no one gets all six wines, we will give a 
bottle of wine to the person that gets the most right.  Again, if there is a tie we 
will do a drawing for a free bottle of wine.   
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POURING WINES 
 
Donated by Frank & Sheri Vero and Jeff & Shane Collins 
 
BLANC 
2013 The Crossings – Australian - Sauvignon Blanc 
2012 Francois Carillon – France - Chardonnay 
2012 Do Ferreiro – Spain - Albarino 
Featured in Lot 416 
 

ROSE’ 
2013 Canto Pedrix – France – Grenache 
Featured in Lot 306 

 

ROUGE 
2012 Caymus – 40th Anniversary – Napa Valley - Cabernet Sauvignon 
Lots 417 & 420 

2012 Buena Vista – Sonoma – Cabernet Sauvignon 
2012 Pietra Santa – California Central Valley - Pinot Noir 
2012 Chateau Saint Roch – France – Grenache/Syrah 
2012 Capcanes – Spain - Granacha 
2011 Cuvelier Los Andes – Mendoza - Malbec 
Featured in Lot 405   


