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Save the Date for the 2015 AOPA National Assembly! 

The 2015 Amounts in Controversy Thresholds Have Been Released 

Reminder: Two New “K” Codes to Describe OTS Versions of Prefabricated Single and 
Double Upright Knee Orthoses Effective October 1, 2014 

AOPA Collaborates with ORTO Medical Care’s 2014 Meeting in Madrid 

People in the News: Ottobock Promotes Matt Swiggum to Sales VP of North America 

O&P PAC Corner Update 

Businesses in the News: Fillauer’s Hosmer Hook on NBC’s ‘Blacklist’ 

Your Gateway to Everything Coding & Billing in St. Louis 

Get Your AOPA Insurance Program Quote with Cailor Fleming Insurance 

Medicare Enrollment, Revalidation, & Participation - October Webinar 

Upcoming AOPA Events 

 

Get Involved With the Major O&P Public Relations Campaign of the Year! 
 

AOPA is continuously looking for content for inclusion in our O&P 
library of materials, which is made available to all AOPA Members via 
Mobility Saves. We are working to create and promote the cost-
effectiveness study funded by AOPA and commissioned by The 
Amputee Coalition -- The study proves that orthotics and 
prosthetics saves lives and money! 

 

If you have a video clip that you would like us to consider using as part of the campaign, please send the 
video or video link to Tina Moran at tmoran@aopanet.org.  While we can’t assure that everything, and 
particularly content that is promotional to a specific product, is going to appear on the site, we strongly 
request that if members have a compelling patient centered story, and/or compelling video highlighting 
O&P care and its impact on restoring function and independence, please share it with us! 

 
 

  

mailto:tmoran@aopanet.org
http://www.aopanet.org/
http://www.mobilitysaves.org/
mailto:tmoran@aopanet.org?subject=Submitting Video to AOPA's Public Relations Campaign


 

Save the Date for the 2015 AOPA National Assembly! 
 

Save The Date—October 7-10, 2015 
AOPA’s 98th National Assembly 
San Antonio Riverwalk 
 
Make plans now to attend the 2015 National Assembly, Oct. 7-
10, 2015 in San Antonio. 
 
The 2015 Assembly will be held at the Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center, located on San Antonio’s famous riverwalk. 
 
San Antonio’s River Walk is one of the most visited sites in Texas, 
providing scenic pathways and waterways for the city’s cultural 
and historic sites, as well as a picturesque link between 
restaurants, hotels and shops.  The San Antonio River Walk is a 
verdant oasis of cypress-lined paved paths, arched stone bridges and lush landscapes. It gently winds 
through the city center, providing millions of visitors each year with easy access to the city’s cultural hot 
spots, historic sites and other attractions. 
 
Plan ahead and take these four easy steps to get the most of your trip to San Antonio: 
  

1. Go to Visit San Antonio.com http://visitsanantonio.com/ to sign up for San 
Antonio’s official newsletter and learn more about what interests you most.  
Whether it is the Arts, Music, Festivals, Family, Local Attractions or Shopping 
you will find a calendar of events and local information at VisitSanAntonio.com 

2. Request a Free Visitors Guide – Learn about local attractions and things to do.  
Request your guide here: 
http://visitsanantonio.com/english/Leisure-Guide-Request-Form 

3. Download SAVE coupons from the San Antonio Vacation Experience.  Get exclusive deals and 
discounts: 
http://visitsanantonio.com/VisitSanAntonio/media/vsa-media/SAVE%20Coupons/2014-SAVE-
WebCoupons.pdf 

4. Download a copy of the riverwalk map to see all the great places you will want to visit within 
walking distance to the convention center. 
http://visitsanantonio.com/VisitSanAntonio/media/vsa-media/maps/SAT09_SA_River_Walk.pdf 

 

See you in San Antonio! Remember #AOPA15 
 

 
  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60956-d105056-Reviews-River_Walk-San_Antonio_Texas.html
http://visitsanantonio.com/
http://visitsanantonio.com/english/Leisure-Guide-Request-Form
http://visitsanantonio.com/english/Leisure-Guide-Request-Form
http://visitsanantonio.com/VisitSanAntonio/media/vsa-media/SAVE%20Coupons/2014-SAVE-WebCoupons.pdf
http://visitsanantonio.com/VisitSanAntonio/media/vsa-media/SAVE%20Coupons/2014-SAVE-WebCoupons.pdf
http://visitsanantonio.com/VisitSanAntonio/media/vsa-media/maps/SAT09_SA_River_Walk.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2015-assembly/
http://visitsanantonio.com/english/Leisure-Guide-Request-Form
http://www.aopanet.org/education/2015-assembly/


 

The 2015 Amounts in Controversy Thresholds Have Been Released 
 

The new amounts in controversy thresholds required to obtain appeal rights at the Administrative Law 
Judge (ALJ) and Judicial Review levels for 2015 have been released.  
 
The current amount that must remain in controversy for ALJ requests to be filed is $140.For requests 
made on or after Jan. 1, 2015 the amount in controversy must be at least $150. The current amount that 
must remain in controversy for a Judicial Review to be processed is $1,430. This amount has increased 
to $1,460 for all Judicial Review appeals made on or after Jan. 1,  
2015. 
 
Click here to view the complete announcement on amounts in controversy thresholds for 2015.  
 
Questions? Contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org  or 571/431-0854, or Joe McTernan at 
jmcternan@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0811. 
 

Reminder: Two New “K” Codes to Describe OTS Versions of Prefabricated Single and 
Double Upright Knee Orthoses Effective October 1 

 

As a reminder to AOPA members, CMS has 
released two new “K” codes, effective October 1, 
2014 that will be used to describe off the shelf 
(OTS) versions of custom fitted knee orthoses 
currently described by L1843 and L1845.  The two 
new K codes and there descriptors are as follows: 
 

K0901 - Knee orthosis (KO), single upright, thigh and calf, with adjustable flexion and extension joint 
(unicentric or polycentric), medial-lateral and rotation control, with or without varus/valgus adjustment, 
prefabricated, off-the-shelf  
 

K0902 - Knee orthosis (KO), double upright, thigh and calf, with adjustable flexion and extension joint 
(unicentric or polycentric), medial-lateral and rotation control, with or without varus/valgus adjustment, 
prefabricated, off-the-shelf 
 
The creation of these two new K codes expands the current list of “split codes” that describe the same 
product that is delivered either on a custom fitted or OTS basis from 23 to 25.  A larger concern is the 
fact that CMS has issued new OTS codes for knee orthoses that were previously acknowledged publicly 
by CMS as always requiring the expertise of a properly trained individual in order to ensure the proper 
fitting of the orthosis.  As part of its response to comments received on the initial CMS proposed list of 
orthotic HCPCS codes subject to competitive bidding, CMS agreed with AOPA’s comment that products 
described by L1843 and L1845 should never be delivered in an OTS environment.   
 
Despite AOPA’s continued concern regarding the release of these codes, including direct communication 
with Sean Cavanaugh, the Deputy Administrator and Director of the Center for Medicare Services at 
CMS, the K codes will be effective for dates of service on or after October 1, 2014.  AOPA continues to 
use all available resources to challenge the issuance of these new codes and encourage CMS to show 
consistency with its own statements. 
 
Questions regarding this issue may be directed to Joe McTernan at jmcternan@aopanet.org or Devon 
Bernard at dbernard@aopanet.org.  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-09-26/pdf/2014-22625.pdf
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
mailto:jmcternan@AOPAnet.org
mailto:jmcternan@aopanet.org
mailto:dbernard@aopanet.org


 

AOPA Collaborates with ORTO Medical Care’s 2014 Meeting in Madrid 
 

Great News! 
 
The United States of America will be the official guest country 
of Orto Medical Care 2014, the top orthopedic trade show of 
South Europe. In Madrid (Spain), November 20th and 21st, you 
will have the best stage for your products and the perfect 
meeting point for building relationships. 
 
In collaboration with the American Orthotic & Prosthetic 
Association (AOPA), we are preparing an agenda (scientific and touristic) specially for American 
professionals. Please ask us if you are interested. 
 
You can find the list of exhibitors here: http://www.ortomedicalcare.com/expositores_en.htm 
 
Questions? Contact Cristina Mora at ortho2014@fedop.org or visit www.ortomedicalcare.com for more 
information. 
 

 
 

People in the News: Ottobock Promotes Matt Swiggum to Sales VP of North America 
 

Ottobock has named Matt Swiggum its new Executive Vice President of 
Sales for North America.  
 
Swiggum began his tenure with Ottobock in 1997 as a sales 
representative and has since worked his way up in the ranks of sales 
leadership for the company holding the positions of Director of Sales for 
Technical Orthopedics, Business Unit Director for Mobility Solutions and 
most recently Vice President of Mobility Solutions. 
 
In his new position, Swiggum serves as the leader for the Ottobock sales 
representatives across all business units with the goal to expand the 
region's selling skills, share best practices, and ensure that all customers 
get the best, most consistent Ottobock experiences when working with 
the company. 
 
"Through his years with Ottobock Matt has been instrumental in instilling advanced sales training and 
emphasizing a philosophy of partnership with customers," says Andreas Schultz, Regional President and 
CFO for North America.  "The company has seen strong growth under his direction. Our new sales 
strategy is lifting us to the next level of excellence and we are confident that our customers and the 
industry will benefit even further from the increased efficiency and stronger alignment regionally and 
globally of our entire sales force under Matt’s leadership."  

http://www.ortomedicalcare.com/expositores_en.htm
mailto:ortho2014@fedop.org
http://www.ortomedicalcare.com/
http://www.ortomedicalcare.com/


 

O&P PAC Corner Update 
 

Over 2,000 O&P Professionals gathered in Las Vegas last month for the 2014 
AOPA National Assembly; and it was an important week for AOPA’s Government 
Relations outreach programs. Two special events held during the Assembly, the 
7th Annual O & P Wine Tasting & Auction and the $5,000 Giveaway sponsored by 
Arizona AFO, enabled the O&P PAC and Capitol Connection to raise over $45,000. 
This money is vital to continue the work that is being done on behalf of the O&P 
community on Capitol Hill and beyond.  
 

AOPA would like to thank those individuals who donated items and/or their time to make these events 
such a success! A list of donors and helpers can be found here. 
 

AOPA would also like to thank all of those who participated in these fabulous special events by making a 
contribution to either the O&P PAC or to the Capitol Connection fund and for making the 2014 AOPA 
National Assembly a success for AOPA’s Government Relations outreach programs, for today and 
beyond. A list of O&P PAC and Capital Connection Donors can be found here. 
 

Thank you for joining us in Las Vegas  and we look forward to your continued support  of 
AOPA’s  government relations efforts and seeing everyone again next year in San Antonio! 
 

As a reminder, the purpose of the O&P PAC is to advocate for legislative or political interests at the 
federal level, which have an impact on the orthotic and prosthetic community.  The O&P PAC achieves 
this goal by working closely with members of the House and Senate to educate them about the issues, 
and help elect those individuals who support the orthotic and prosthetic community.  In order to 
participate in the O&P PAC, federal law mandates that you must first sign an authorization form.   
 

Any questions please contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org. 
 

Businesses in the News: Fillauer’s Hosmer Hook on NBC’s ‘Blacklist’ 
 

“The Blacklist”, an NBC crime drama following a former government 
agent turned high-profile criminal who eludes capture for decades, 
surrenders to the FBI, offering to capture a list of criminals who are 
considered impossible to catch. Many watched the plot thicken this past 
Monday as the antagonist, known as “Berlin”, emerged wearing a hook. 
 
The devices were made in Chattanooga, TN, at Fillauer Orthotics and 
Prosthetics. President Michael Fillauer helped fit actor Peter Stormare 
for the number 5 hook. “He's a bad guy or whatever. But he's still a cool 
guy and I think the hook actually accentuates his character,” Fillauer 
said. 
 
And while it accentuates his character, it also sheds light on the amputee community. “I think it's great 
to be able to show amputees that there's life after an amputation, you can still do a lot of cool stuff,” he 
added. “Amputees don't have a sense of feel in their hand, so even then they have a prosthetic hand, 
they can't feel what they're grabbing, so they rely on the visual feedback to see what they're picking 
up,” he said.  
 
Fillauer gave Channel 3 a tour of the facility that manufactures all of its orthotics and prosthetics. It's 
also where Berlin's hook was made.  

http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/HELPERS-AND-DONORS.pdf
http://www.aopanet.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/CAPCON-AND-PAC-DONORS.pdf
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/op-pac-authorization/
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org


 

Your Gateway to Everything Coding & Billing in St. Louis 
 

AOPA ESSENTIAL CODING & BILLING SEMINAR – ST. LOUIS 
 

Compliance, Coding, Billing, Audits, Documentation -- We've got you covered! 

What better place than the “Show Me” state to host the final Coding & Billing Seminar of 2014? 
 
This interactive seminar is meant for both practitioners and office staff. 
The advanced two-day seminar features specialized break-out sessions 
for each group to ensure review of concentration specific materials.  
 
You'll leave with: 

 14 Continuing Education Credits from ABC or  BOC  

 Course credit for the Business Certificate Program  

 Peace of mind knowing that you are billing Medicare correctly 

 Priceless education  
 

Come see why participants leave saying “Thank you!!  I had a great time 
and learned so much.  I look forward to next year!!! 

 

Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel  
October 20-21, 2014 
 
AOPA experts, with over 70 years of combined 
experience, provide you the most up-to-date 
guidance to help O&P Practitioners & office billing 
staff learn how to code complex devices, including 
repairs. 
  

Are you ready to stump them with your hard-hitting questions? 
  
Make your hotel reservations online or via phone at 800-468-3581 or 314-621-9600 and mention the 
AOPA Coding & Billing Seminar for an approximate rate of $129/night. Make your hotel registrations 
before the September 29th cut-off date! 

 
 

 
 
  

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/stldt-renaissance-st-louis-grand-hotel/
http://www.aopanet.org/about-aopa/join-aopa/
https://aopa.wufoo.com/forms/2014-mastering-medicare-st-louis/


 

Get Your AOPA Insurance Program Quote with Cailor Fleming Insurance 
 

The American Orthotic & Prosthetic Association (AOPA) and 
Cailor Fleming Insurance announced the renewal of their 
partnership effective January 1, 2015 to serve the Orthotic and 
Prosthetic profession with a wide range of custom designed 
insurance products for O&P facilities and manufacturers. Jim Weber, 
MBA, AOPA Board Treasurer, and Thomas F. Fise, JD, Executive Director 
of AOPA, made the announcement at AOPA headquarters stating they 
“are pleased with the result. AOPA is extending the relationship with 
Cailor Fleming for another 5 years.” 
 
“Because of the unique exposures the industry faces, we designed an insurance program specifically for 
these risks and offer comprehensive protection that helps your business succeed, whether it's a patient 
care facility, central fab, manufacturer, or distributor” said Don Foley, a principal of Cailor Fleming 
insurance and the manager of the firm’s O&P program. “Royalty payments Cailor Fleming makes to 
AOPA based on their premium revenue helps make sure AOPA has the resources it needs to hire the 
most talented lobbying team, conduct comparative effectiveness research, and continue to offer its 
wide range of services to members.” 
 
Insurance coverage for AOPA members currently insured in 
the AOPA program will remain in force. Cailor Fleming will be 
available to present coverage and cost proposals to any 
interested AOPA members. The AOPA Insurance Program 
offers broad property, general and professional liability. In 
addition, when needed, auto, umbrella and workers 
compensation can be written. 
 
To get your insurance quote, please contact Don Foley at dfoley@cailorfleming.com or call 
330/782-8068. You may also visit Cailor Fleming online here: http://www.cailorfleming.com/OandP.asp 
   

mailto:dfoley@cailorfleming.com
http://www.cailorfleming.com/OandP.asp
http://www.lcodesearch.com
http://www.cailorfleming.com/OandP.asp
http://www.cailorfleming.com/OandP.asp


 

Medicare Enrollment, Revalidation, & Participation 
October Webinar 

 

 
 

Medicare can often be a challenging and frustrating experience. Join AOPA for an AOPAversity 
Webinar that will focus and cover the basics of Medicare Enrollment Procedures. The topics for 
discussion will include: 
 

 Reviewing new Medicare Enrollment Standards 

 Reviewing the Medicare Enrollment Application 

 PECOS vs. the 855S Form 

 Difference between a participating Medicare provider and a non-
participating Medicare provider 

 When you must revalidate and reenroll your Medicare number 

 When/How you may change your participation status 
 
The cost of participating is just $99 for AOPA members ($199 for nonmembers) and any number of 
employees may listen on a given line.  Listeners can earn 1.5 continuing education credits by 
returning the provided quiz within 30 days and scoring at least 80%. 
 

Register online here! 
 
Contact Devon Bernard at dbernard@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-
0854 with content questions. 
 
Contact Betty Leppin at bleppin@AOPAnet.org or 571/431-0876 
with registration questions. 
 

Click here to go to the top of the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   
Oct 08  Medicare Enrollment, 
  Revalidation, & Participation 
  Webinar Conference 
  Learn more or register online here 
 

Oct 20-21 Mastering Medicare: Coding 
  & Billing Techniques Seminar 
  St. Louis, MO 
  Learn more or register online here 
 

Nov 12  Gifts: Showing Appreciation  
  Without Violating the Law 
  Webinar Conference 
  Learn more or register online here 
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http://bit.ly/aopa2014audio
mailto:dbernard@AOPAnet.org
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http://www.aopanet.org/education/audio-conferences/


  

http://www.aopanet.org/education/distance-learnin

