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AHRQ Announces Systematic Review of Clinical
Literature on Lower Limb Prostheses
Likely Related to Interagency Taskforce Reviewing the 2015 Draft LCD
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), the "government agency tasked with
producing evidence to improve the quality of healthcare while working with partners to ensure that
the evidence is understood and used" recently announced that it will be initiating a systematic
review for lower limb prostheses. The systematic review will be performed through the Evidence
Based Practice Center Program of the AHRQ and the stated purpose of the systematic review is
"to examine the available clinical evidence that defines practices in the care of beneficiaries who
require lower limb prostheses (LLP)." AOPA will request a meeting to share similar research
conducted by independent researchers with AOPA funding. Read more.

US District Court Rejects HHS Request to Delay Hearing on
OMHA, in Lawsuit Filed by Hospital Association
The AHA's Case will go Forward in Lawsuit on OMHA Exceeding Statutory Provisions on ALJ
Hearings
In 2014, the American Hospital Association (AHA) filed suit in the federal
District Court seeking relief because HHS and the Office of Medicare
Hearings and Appeals (OMHA) have for many years exceeded the statutory
provision, which assures a final ALJ decision within 90 days after filing a
request for ALJ appeal. Originally, the District Court dismissed the case, but
early this year the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals reversed that decision and
ordered that the case should go forward in the District Court. HHS/OMHA
asked for a delay of over a year, but the Court ruled not to approve HHS'
request for such a delay, but rather that case will go forward with a hearing in two weeks. The
outcome of this hearing will have ramifications for all providers subject to RAC audits, and AOPA
is closely monitoring the case. Read more here.

CMS Announces New Address for CERT Documentation
Submission
New CERT Contractor; Other Audits Not Affected
CMS recently announced that, effective October 7, 2016, documentation submitted in response to
a CERT audit request should be sent to the following address:
CERT Documentation Center, 1510 East Parham Road, Henrico, VA 23228
Fax: 8042618100; Customer Service: 4436632699; Toll Free: 8887797477; Email:
certmail@admedcorp.com
The address change is a result of the recent transition in CERT contractor duties that combined
the medical review and documentation collection activities of the existing CERT contractor,
Advamed. This change applies only to documentation requests involving CERT audits.

White House Design For All Showcase
Inclusive Fashion Show Including Prostheses
On September 15, the White House hosted a Fashion Show celebrating inclusive design, assistive
technology, and prostheses. Below is a clip of the Fashion Show provided by the White House.
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There is also a video of the closing remarks by Alison Cernich, Director of NICHD National Center
for Medical Rehabilitation Research. See the video of the closing remarks here.

AOPA Webinar: KO Policy: The ABCs of the LCD and PA
$99 AOPA Members/ $199 Nonmembers
Learn everything you need to know about knee orthosis policy, and earn 1.5
CEs. In this webinar, participants will review the following:
* Examine which addition codes can be used with each base code
* Determine what documentation is needed for each type of knee orthosis
* Determine when you may use the KX modifier on a KO claim
* Review all other pertinent information found in the LCD & Policy Article
Register Now.

Join the Coding & Billing Experts in Las Vegas
Discounts for AOPA members
Join AOPA November 1415 in Las Vegas to advance your O&P
practitioners' and billing staff's coding knowledge. Join AOPA for this 2
day event, where you will earn 14 CEs and get uptodate on all the hot
topics. Learn more and register.
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