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Support the Orthotic and Prosthetic Industry
Do you support O&P accreditation and qualified providers?
Do you oppose Medicare expanding exponentially the category of off-the-shelf orthotics so that
virtually every orthosis can be competitively bid?
Then take two minutes NOW to urge your Member of Congress to sign on to the critically
important Costello-Duckworth letter! Ask your Members of Congress to co-sponsor the Bill!
Join others at AOPAvotes to cast your vote! We also ask you to forward this Invitation to your
members of Congress.




Support S 829
Support H.R. 1530, H.R. 1526, and Sign on Letter
House sign-on letter to HHS Secretary Burwell

With the President Signature on April 15th, the SGR/Doc Fix has Been Completed.
The House passed a bill to accomplish this in late March, but no
action was taken in the Senate before the April recess, so that as a
technical matter, as of April 1, physician payments for Medicare
dropped 21% (however, given the lead time it takes for Medicare to
change its payment course, those cuts were never implemented).
Late Tuesday evening (4/14), after dealing with several
amendments that had been offered (including issues relating to
abortion and limits on physical therapy payments) the Senate passed
a bill reforming the SGR which the president signed by noon the next
day. This system was perceived by physicians as Exhibit A of a broken Medicare reimbursement
system. It has been the law for roughly 17 years, and required annual "doc fixes" by Congress
to avoid physician fee reductions under Medicare.
The new legislation provides five years of modest, but stable payment updates for physicians,
but it also removes the need for Congress, at least once each year, to turn its attention to a
Medicare bill. While physicians will finally have some payment stability, reimbursement will be
tied to quality care. The total cost of this legislation is roughly $210 billion, and remarkably,
Congress did not operate under the strict "Pay Go" rules, that is, they did not require dollar-fordollar cuts elsewhere in government spending to pay the tab, instead extracting roughly $70
billion-just one-third of the total cost-- in Medicare savings as the 'pay for.' Those cuts do not
include any cuts that would specifically impact the O&P fee schedule. Hospitals will feel some of
the pain--$30 billion in cuts over 10 years, and some higher-income Medicare beneficiaries will
find that the new 'means-testing' rules will result in increases in Medicare premiums for those
with more income, a prospect which is sure to stir the ire of beneficiaries toward Congress.
While pleased that O&P was spared direct fee-schedule impact, there are some components of
the new law, for example new provisions requiring case managers for many beneficiaries, that
are sure to ultimately ratchet down more on Medicare expenditures. Additionally, all of us need
to bear in mind that HHS has announced its plans by 2017 to move up to 50% of Medicare
payments out of fee-for-service and into value-based purchasing and related risk-sharing,
alternative reimbursement methodologies, so substantial change is afoot. We will be
monitoring implementation of the new statute, and will keep AOPA members informed as to
any potential impact on O&P.

Enter the Mobility Saves Testimonial Contest for your Chance to Win!

How Do You Celebrate April’s Limb Loss Awareness?
Each day more than 500 people lose a
limb, largely to vascular-related diseases,
and 60 percent are preventable.
April is Limb Loss Awareness Month.
How do you as an individual or company
plan to celebrate this month?

Order Now and Save Money!
Order the 2015 Coding suite and save $50 you'll receive everything you
need to code like a pro!
2015 CODING PRO - O&P's comprehensive guide to Medicare codes,
reimbursement and medical policies!
2015 ILLUSTRATED GUIDE - This easy-to-use reference manual
provides an illustrated guide to the coding system in use for orthotics, prosthetics, and shoes,
including the HCPCS code, the official Medicare descriptor and an illustration for each code.
2015 QUICK CODER - Stop searching through numerous pages to find a code! AOPA's
redesigned Quick Coder provides a speedy reference to the HCPCS orthotic, shoe and prosthetic
codes and modifiers. These laminated cards are durable, long-lasting and convenient to store.
Click here to check out the latest products. Ready to purchase? Go to our Bookstore.

2015 AOPA National Assembly
The 98th Annual AOPA National Assembly will be held October 7-10 at the Henry B. Gonzalez
Convention Center in San Antonio, Texas. Located directly on San Antonio’s famous Riverwalk,
you will enjoy this beautiful, historic city. Whether you choose a leisurely stroll, or a ride on
one of the riverboats, take time to see San Antonio’s famous Riverwalk with the many shops,
restaurants, nightlife, dining options, museum along the way.
With over a 100 abstracts submitted from the call for papers announcements—the scientific
program is expected to be one of the best ever. Individual workgroups representing orthotics &
prosthetics, Pedorthics, Business and Technical Education are busy organizing the education
program with a goal of releasing the online version of the preliminary program mid-May.
Registration will open in early-May, but you can start planning ahead by making your hotel
reservation at the Grand Hyatt by visiting https://resweb.passkey.com/go/2015AOPA or
calling 888-421-1442.
To get the most of your trip to San Antonio, we have provided four easy steps to make the most
of your trip to San Antonio and help you learn more about what interests
you most.
Go to VisitSanAntonio.com to sign up for San Antonio’s official newsletter
and learn more about what interests you most. Whether it is the Arts,
Music, Festivals, Family, Local Attractions or Shopping you will find a
calendar of events and local information atVisitSanAntonio.com
1. Request a Free Visitors Guide — Explore arts and culture and learn
about local attractions and things to do. Request your guide here.
2. Download SAVE coupons from the San Antonio Vacation Experience. Get exclusive deals and
discounts.
3. Download a copy of the River Walk map to see all the great places you will want to visit
within walking distance to the convention center.
Questions? Visit www.AOPAnet.org or call AOPA headquarters at (571) 431-0875.

Upcoming AOPA Events
May 13, 2015

The New Player In Town: Understand How the RAC Contract Works
Webinar Conference
Learn more or register online here

June 1, 2015

AOPA 2015 National Assembly in San Antonio
Preliminary Program Available; Early Bird Registration Opens

June 10, 2015

Stay out of Trouble: Building a Medicare-Approved Compliance Plan
Webinar Conference
Learn more or register online here

July 8, 2015

Who’s on First? Medicare as a Secondary Payer
Webinar Conference
Learn more or register online here

July 13-14, 2015

Essential Coding & Billing Techniques Seminar
Philadelphia, PA
Learn more or register online here

